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O F 

SIR RICHARD STEELE^ 
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Hail, mighty liame I of all thy pen 
Has dropt, to gharm both gods and tnco, 
Time nor oblivion ne'er fliall boaft 
One line or fingle period loft ! , 

Improving youth, and hoary age, 
Are bett»r*d by thy matchlefs page ! 

Maintain, great Sage, thy deathlefs name, 
Thpu canft no wider ftretch thy fame. 
Till, gliding from her native Ikiesj 
Virtue once more delighted flies ; 
By each adoring Patriot own'd, 
And boafts licrfelf ty thee cnthron'd. 



M DCC LXXXVII. 

*^* Entered at Station ers'-h all* 
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S T E E L E^S 

LETT'ERS TO his FRIENDS- 



Letter ccclxxxv. 

*3ro the Right Honourable the Lord Cutts*, 
Colonel of his Majeify's CoHftream Regiment of 
Guards, &c. 

My Lord» Tower Guard, March 23* 1701. 

THE addrefs of the following papers is fo 
very much due to your Lordlhip, that 

they 

* John Lord butts, a roldier of mod hardy bravery in King 
WiHiam's wars, was a younger (on of Richard Cutts, efq. of an 
ancient and diftinguiihed family, fettled about the time of Henry 
Vl. at Matching in EfTex, where they had confiderable property. 
His fitther removed to Childerley in Cambridgelhire, on a good 
leftate being given him by Sir Johh Cutts, bart. who died with- 
out ifTue. This eftate, after the deceafe of an elder brother, de- 
volved on John ; who jfold it, to pay incumbrances, to equip 
himfelf as a foldier, and to enable himfelf to travel. After an 
academical education at Cambridge, he entered early into the fer* 
vice of the D. of Monmouth, and followed his fortunes abroad i 
was aid -de- camp to the Duke of Lorrain in Hungary, and fig- 
nalized himfelf in a very extraordinary manner at the taking of 
Buda by the Imperialifts in 1686 ; which important place had 
been for near a century and a half in the hands of the Turks. 
Mr. Addifon, in a Latin poem worthy of the Auguftan age, 
plainly bints at Mr. Cutts's diftinguiihed bravery at chat (iege. 
He was afterwards, colonel of a regiment in Holland under the 
T 4 States, 
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28o STEEL E'S LETTERS 
that they are but a mere report of what has 
paffed upon my guard to my commander, for 

they 

States, and accompanied King William to England, who conti- 
nued his favour towards hitn, and created him baron Cutts of 
Gowran'in Treland, Dec. 6, 1690. He was appointed Goveraor 
of the Ifle of Wight, April 14, 1693 ; made a major-generalj 
and, when the aflitflination-projeft was difcovered, 1695-6, was 
captain of the King's guard. He was twice married ; firft, to 
Elizabeth, . daughter of George Clark of London, -merchant 
(relia of John Moricy, of Glynd, in Suffer, snd after, of Johft 
Trevor, efq. eldeft brother to the firft Lord Trevor). This lady 
died hi Feb. 169Z ; and that fame year he had both his legs hurt 
in the battle of Steenkirk. His fecond wife, an amiable young 
woman, dying in 1697 at the age of 18, was celebrated in a» 
admirable fermon by Atterbury. In 1695, and the three fol- 
lowing parliaments; he was regularly ele^ed one of the repre- 
fenratives both for the county of Cambridge, and for the borough 
of Newj^ort in the Ifle of Wight, but made hit ele&ioa for tha 
former. Jn two parliaments which followed (1702 and 170 <) 
he reprefented Newport. In 1698 he was complimented by Mr. 
John Hopkins, as one to whom **& double crown was due," as 
a hero and as a poet. In 1699, ^^ ^^ '^^^ iatroduced in a com- 
pliment to King William on his conquefts : 

" The warlike Cutts the welcome tidings brings^ 

*' The true beft fenrant of the bell of kings ; 

•* Cutts, whofe known worth no, herald needj proclaim, 

" His wounds and his own worth can fpeak his fame." 

He , was colonel of the Coldftreara, or fecond regiment o£ 

guards, in 1701 j when Steele, who was indebted to his inie- 

reft for a military commifllon, infcribed to him his firft work,. 

«' The Chrillian Hero." On the aeceliion of Queen Anne, he 

was made a lieutenant-general of the forces in Holland. Feb. 

13, 1702-3, he was appointed commander in chief of the Englilk 

forces on the continent during the ablenee of the Duke of MarU 

borough ; commander in chief of the forces in Ireland, under 

the Duke of Ormond, March 23, 1704-55 and afterwatds one 

of the lords juftices of that kingdom, to keep him out of the way 

of adlion, a circumftance which broke his heart. He died at 

PubliB, 
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they were writ upoa duty, when the mind was 
perfe&ly difeiKpged^ and at leifure^ in the fitenc 

watch 

SuUifl, Jan. t6f 1706-79 an^ ^» buried there in the ctthedrat 
of Chrift-church. He was a perfon of einioent natural parts, 
well cultivated by ftudy and converfation ; of a free, unreferved 
temper ; and of undaunted bravery and refolution* As he was 
a fervant to Queen Mary when Frincefs of Orange, and learned 
the trade of war under her Confort, he was early devoted to them 
hoth, and a warm fupporter of the Revolution. He was an 
abfolute ilranger to feari and, on all occafions, gave diftin* 
' ^uilhing proofs of his intrepidity, particularly at the fiege 
of Limericks ia 169 1, at the memorable attack of the cal^ie 
of Namur in 1695, ^^^ ^' *^® ^€* ^^ Venlo in t-joi^ 
Macky fays of him, in 1703, ^* He hath abundance of wit, but 
*' too much feized with vanity and felf-conceit ; he is affable, 
*^ familiar, and very brave. Few confiderable a£lions happened 
*' in this as well as the lafl war, in which he was not, and hath. 
** been wounded in all the a£^ions where he ferved ; is eilcemed 
** to be almighty vigilant ofiicer,.and for putting the military or- 
'* ders in execution ; he is pretty tall, lufiy, welKihaped, and 
** an agreeable companion ; hath great revenues, yet fo very ex- 
** penfive, as always to be in debtj towards fifty years old/* 
Swiff, in a MS. note on Macky, calls him, with his ufual 
laconic cruelty, "The vaineft old fool alive." He wrote a 
poem on the death ef Queen Mary; aiul publtflied, in 1687, 
**• Poetical Exercifev, written upon feveral Occafions, and dedi- 
** cated to her Royal Highnefs Mary Princcfs of Orange ; li- 
'< cenfed March 23, 16S6-7, Roger L'Eilrange.'' It contains^ 
bcfides the dedication figned " J. Cutts," verfes to that Princefs y 
a poem on Wifdom ; another to Mr. Waller on his commending 
it i feven more copies of verfes (one of them called ** La Mufe 
•• Cavalier," which had been afcribcd to Lord Peterborough, 
^nd as iuch mentioned by Mr. Walpole in the lift of that noble- 
man's writings), and eleren.fongs ; the whole compoiing but a 
very thin volume; which is by no means fo fcarce aj Mr. Wal- 
pole fuppofes it to be. The author fpeaks of having more 
pieces by him. A specimen of his poetry (of which th6 five firft 
Irnet are quoted by Steele in his fifth Tatler) is added in the 
#»iUwing page : 

a ** Only 
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watch of the night, to run over the bufy dream 
of the day ; and the vigilance which obliges ua 
to fuppofe an enemy always near us, has awak- 
ened a fenfe that there is a reftlefs and fubtle 
one which conftantly attends our fteps and me- 
ditates our ruin*. 

Thoughts of this nature a rnan may with 
freedom acknowledge to your Lordftiip, who 

" Only tell her that I love, 

Leave the reft to her and Fate ^ 
Some kind planet from above 
May perhaps her pity move ; 

Lovers on their ftars muft, wait^ 
Only tell her that 1 love. 

Why, oh, why ihould I defpair ? 
Mercy*s piftur'd in her eye : 

If flie once vouchftfe to heaf, ._^^^ 

""" Welcome Hope, and welcome Fear. 

She's too good to let me die ; 
Why, oh, why fhould I defpair ?" 

* " Being thoroughly convinced," he fays, " of many thing^^ 
** of which he often repented, and which he more often repeated^ 
" he writ, for his own private ufe, a little book, called, * The 
*< Chriftian Hero,^ with a defign principally to fix upon his own 
*' mind a (Irohg impreilion of virtue and religion, in oppofition 
*• to a f^ronger propenfjty towards unwarrantable pleafures. This 
** fecret admonition was too weakj he therefore printed the 
*< book with his name, in hopes that a (landing teftimony againft 
'' himfelf, and the eyes of the world (that is to fay, of his ac- 
'^ quaintance) upon him in a new light, might curb his defiresii 
" and make him albamed of underftanding and feeming tcrfeel 
** what was virtuous, and living fo quite contrary a life. This 
*' had no other good effeft, but that from being thought no un^ 
*' delightful companion, he was foon reckoned a difagreeable 
" fellow^ One or two of his acquaintance thought fit to mifufe 
** him, and try their valour upon him | and every body he knew 
" meafurcd the Icaft levity in his words and anions with the . 
•< charafter of a Chriftian Hero." Appjlogy, p. 296. 

have 
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have ever been fo far from running into the fa* 
ihionable vice of exploding religion, that your 
.early valour firft appeared againft the profeffed 
enemies of Chriftianity; and Buda had trans- 
mitted you to late pofterity, but that you your- 
felf have obliterated your part in that glorious 
fcene by the freflier memory of you at Limerick 
and Namur. 

With one honeft purpofe of life, and conftant 
fervice of one intereft and one caufe, in what 
country ha-ve you not fought? in what field 
have you not bled ? But I know I here offend 
you, nor will you allow warmth in commenda- 
tion to be like a friend ; but if, my Lord, to 
fpeak you generous, honeft, and brave, be n6t 
friendly, I do affure you it is the only thing I 
will ever do in commbn with your enemies. 

I faid your enemies ; but if there 'are any who 
have ignorance or malice enough to be fuch, 
their little hates muft be loft in the diftindtion 
the better world allow you ; and that county * 
(whofe difcerning is refined by a learned and 
elegant univetfity) has done you fo gteat an ho- 
nour in making you unanimoufly thqir repre- 
fentative in parliament, that they who would 
oppofe your reputation, do but confefs they are 
unacquainted with what pafTes in the world, and 
ftrangers to the refidehce of knowledge and 
. virtue. It was there you received thofe rudiments 

* Cambridgelhirc,- feep. a8«. 

•f 
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of hohour^ which have rendered your life confjpl^ 
cuou$ enough to make you appear a worthy de- 
fcendaht of an ancient and diftinguiihed family'^ 
which has ferved the Crown in the moft eminent 
ilationS) arid been equally faYQuritea of their 
country ; it was there you imbibed thofe im^' 
preffions which infpire that true ufe of yout 
being, which fo juftly divides your time betw^a 
labour and diverfioui th^t the one does but re- 
create for the other, and whi^h give a generous 
contempt of both when in competition with thci 
fcrvice of that country which you love, and tba£ 
God whom you worlhip. 

Go on, my Lord, thus to contemn, atid thuf 
lo enjoy life ; and, if fome great Englifh day 
does not call for that facritice which you are al- 
ways ready to offer, may you in a mature age 
go to fleep with your anceftors^ in expedtation, 
not of an imaginary fame, but a real and feniibl^ 
immortality. 

As for the prefent I now make you, if yoii 
will accept it with your ufual goodncfs and af«- 
fedion to me^ I ihall entertain no farther hopes i 
foi as your favour is my fortune *, fo your ap* 
probation is my fame. I am, my Lord, yoor 
Lordftiip's moft obedient^ moft faithful, and 
moft bumbk fervaat^ Kxqhakv Steele* 

♦ Steele, who was at this time an enfign in the Guards, and 
principal fecretiry to Lord Cutts, obtained, by the intereft of 
tts kind patron, a capuui*t cgmmifliofl in the Lord Lucas*a 
regimant of fuiileersi 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCXJLXXXVIt. 
To the fUght lioa, the Count^fs of Albemarle |» 

Madam, [i702], 

AMOVG the many novelties with which 
your Ladyfliip, a ftfanger in our nation, 
is' daily cptertained, you have nqt yet been made 
acquainted with the poetical Engiifti liberty, 
the right of dedication ; whi^h entitles us to a 
privilege of celebrating whatever, for its native 
fc^cellence, is the juft objedl of praife ; and i» 
an ancient charter, by which the Mufes have 
always a ffeeaccefs to the habitation of the 
Graces. Hepce it is thatthis pomedy waits on your 
Ladyfhip, and prefumes tp welcome you amongft 
us ; though indeed, Maidam, we are furprized to 
fee you bring with yoq, what we thought was 
pf pur own growth only, an agreeable beauty } 
nay, we muft afiure you, that we cannot give up 

t Prefixed to ** The Funeral, or Oricf i-la-modc, a Comedy, 
f 1702.'* The foccefs of this performance was chiefly owing to 
the zeal of his fellow-foldiers, ariiingfrom his intereil in the army. 

% flabella, id daogbcer of $'Gravemore, il>e general of the forces 
to the States-General, whom Steele calls ** Mr. Scravenmore ;" 
but who ID Collins's Peerage is termed " S. Gravemo^e $" pro- 
llably for ** styrattmore.*' She was married, a fliort time be- 
fore this epiftle was written^ to the firfl Earl of Albemarle, with 
whom Steele was conne£led in his military capacity, as colonel of 
die firft troop of horfe*guards; and it was probably through his 
Lordihip's recommendation of this comedy that Steely attained tlie 
notice and favour of King William, Our author^s name, &c. to 
be provided for, were in the laft table* book ever worn by that 
glorious and immortal McHatr^h* Apology, p. 29 7. 

fo 
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fo dear an article of our glory, but affert it hy 
our right in you : for if it is a maxim founded 
on the nobleft human law, that of hofpitality^ 
that every foil is a brave man\country, Eng- 
land has a very juft pretence of claiming as a 
native, a daughter of Mr. Scravenmore. 

But your Ladylhip is not only epdeared to us 
by the great ferviqes of your father, but alfo by 
the kind offices of your hufband, whofe frank 
carriage falls in with our genius^ which is free, 
open, and unreferved ; in this the generofity of 
your tempers makes you both excel in fo pecu- 
liar a manner, that your good adtions are their 
own reward ; nor can they be returned with in- 
gratitude, for none can forget the benefits you 
confer fo foon as you do yourfelves. 

But ye have a more indifputable title to a 
dramatic performance thaa all thefe advantages ; 
for ye are yourfelves, in a degenerate low age, 
the nobleft charadters which that fine paffipn 
that fupports the ftage has infpired ; and as you 
have pradifed as generous a fidelity as the fan- 
cies of poets have ever drawn in their expeding 
lovers, fo may you enjoy as high a profperity as 
ever they have beftowed on their rewarded : this 
you may poflefs in an happy fecurity, for your 
fortunes cannot move fo much envy, as your, 
perfons do love. I am, -Madam, your Lady- 
ihip's moft devoted humble fervant, 

Richard Steele. 
LETTER 
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LETTER CCCLXXXVII *. . 

To his Grace the Duke of ORMONDf. 

My Lord, [i7o+]* 

OUT of gratitude to the memorable and il- 
luftrious patron of my infancy, your 
Grace's grandfather if, I prefume to lay this 

Comedy 

• Prefixed to " The Lying Lover, or the Ladies Fricndfhip, 
" a Comedy, 1704." 

f James Butler, Duke of Ormond, born April 29, 1665, waa 
iieDt tp prance at ten years of ^ge, and on his return admitted of 
Chrift-church, Oxford, of which univerfity he was afterward 
chancellory fucceeded to his grandfather's titles, July 21, 1688; 
in 1689, was made a gentleman of the bed-chamber, captain of 
the fecond troop of guards, and knight of the garter; in 1702, 
generaliffimo of the forces againft Spa^n ; lord-lieutenant of Ire- 
land, Feb. 4, i70»-3; and'again, 0£V. 19, 1710; captain-gene- 
ral, Jan. I, 1711-12, and had the firft regiment of guards 1 was 
lord warden of the cinque ports, and con liable of Dover caftle. 
(Burnet obferves, ** he had the fame appointments which were 
** voted crimi»al in the Duke of Marlborough.") On the arrival 
of King George I. at Greenwich, the Duke of Ormond came^ 
with uncommon fplendour, to pay his court i but was told by the 
Lord Townlhend, 'f the King had no longer occafion for his fer- 
*' vice in the quality of. captain- general ; but that his Majefty 
** would be glad to fee hiip at Court." Withdrawing into France, 
he was attainted Aug. 20, 1715 ; and died, Nov. 16, N. S. 1745, 
at Madrid, in, the Sxfl year of his age. 

J Steele's father, a counfellor at law, wa§ fome time private fc- 
ciretary to James, the firft Duke of Ormond. From the turn of 
expreflion in the beginning of this letter, it feems not impro- 
bable, that Mr. Steele fcnt his fon to the Charter-houfe-fchool by 
the dire£lion of the Duke of Ormond abovementioned, who was 
one of the governors of that hofpital, and who probably, if he had 
lived long enough, might have been very ferviceable to the fon of 
his fecretary j who ** cocked liis hat,*' howeverj << and put on a 
' ^ . " broad' 
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Comedy at your feet : the defigu of it Is, to ba- 
tiilh out of converfation all entertainment which 
does not proceed from fimplicity of mind, good* 
nature, friendfhip, and honour: fuch a purpofc 
will not, I hope, be unacceptable to fo great a 
lover of mankind as your Grace ; and if your 
patronage can recommend it to all who love and 
honour the Duke of Ormond, its reception wilJk 
be as extenfive as the world itfelf. 

It was the irrefiftible force of this humanity ia 
your temper that has carried you through the 
various fucceffes of war, with the peculiar atid 
undifputed diftindtion, that you have drawn your 
^ord without other motive than a paffionate re- 
gard for the glory of your country : fince, be- 
fore you entered into its fervice, you were pof- 
fefled of its higheft honours, but could not be 
contented with the illuftrious rank your birth 
gave you, without repeating the glorious ac- 
tions by which it was acquired. 

But there cannot be Icfs expefted from the 
fon of an Oflbry, than to contemn life to adprn 
it ; and with munificence, affability, fcorn of 

'< broad fword, jack-boots, and fhoulder-belty under the Duke'$ 
«* command,** before " he was acquainted with his own parts j" 
and, ** from the fame humour which he ever after prcferved, of 
'' preferring the ftate of his mind to that of his fortune, loft the 
** fucceflion to a very good eftatc in the county of Wexfbrd, by 
<' mounting a war-horfe with a great fword in his hand, and 
M planting himfelf behind King William againft Lewis XIV." 
Sec his Theatre, Ko XI.. 

gain. 
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gain, and paffion for glory, to be the honour 
and example to the profeffibn of arms: all 
which engaging qualities your noble family has 
exerted with fa ftedfaft a loyalty, that, in the 
mod adverfe fortune of our monarchy, popula- 
rity, which in others had been invidious, was a 
fecurity to the Crown, when Ibdged in the 
Houfe of Ormond. 

Thus your Grace entered into the* bufihcfs 6f 
the world with fd great an expedatioh, that it 
feemed impoffible there cduld be any thing left, 
which might fiill conduce to the honour of 
your name. But the moft -memorable advan- 
tage your country has gained this century, was 
obtained under your command* ; and Providenc^ 
thought fit to give the wealth of the Indies into 
his hands, who only could defpife it; while, 
with a fuperior gcnerofity, he knows no reward 
but in opportunities of bellowing. The great 
perfohage whoih you fucceed in your honours 
made me feel, before I was fedfible of the be- 
nefit, that this glorious bent of mind is heredi- 
tary to you ; I hope, therefore, you will par- 
don me, that I take the liberty of expreffing my 
veneration for his remains, by affuring your 
Grace that I am, my Lord, your Graec's rhoft 
obedient, and ttioft devoted, humble fervanv ' 

Richard Steele.* 

* Alluding to the Duke's fuceelTcf againd the Spaniards a( 
Cadiz, &c« in 1502. 

U LETTER 
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» 

t E T T E R CGCLXXXVIII*^ 
To Mr. Addison* 

Sir, [1705}. 

YOU will b^ furprized, id the midft of a 
Haily and familiar converfation^ with an 
addrefs which bears fo diftant an air as a public 
dedication : but, to put you o\it of the pain 
jif^bich I know this will give you, I aflure you I 
do not defign in it, what would be very need-^ 
X^(s^ a, panegyric on yourfelf, or, what perhaps 
is very neceffary, a defence of the play. In the 
,om I ihould difcover too much the concern of 
^xi author, in the other too little the freedolm 
of a friend. 

My purpofe, ih this application, is only to 

jShcv/ the, efteem I have for you, and that I look 

.upon my intimacy with you as one of the moft 

^v^lUable enjoyments of my life* At the fame 

"^time, 1 hope, I make the town no ill compliment 

far their Iwd acceptance of this Comedy, in 

acknowledging that it has fo far raifed my opi- 

,ni,dn of. it, as to make me think it no improper 

..iBemorial of an, inviolable friendihip. 

[ Ilhoyld not offer it to you as fuch, had I not 

been very careful to avoid every thing that 

might look ill-natured, immoral, or prejudi-* 

;; t Pi«fix€d to <« TJbe Tender HAjflHind j** which was firft afted 

in t704, but not printed till 17^5. 

. , . . . ^ cial 
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'dai to what the blotter part of mankind hold 
facred and honourable. 

Poetry, under fuch reftraints, is in obliging 
felTi« to human fociety ; cfpecialiy when it ii 
ufed, like your admirable vein, to recommend 
more ufeful qualities in yourfelf > or immortalize 
)^harad:ers truly heroic in others. I am herd 
in danger bf breaking my promife to you, 
therefore Ihait take the only opportunity that can 
ioflfer itfclf of refitting my own inclinations, by 
complying with yours. I am. Sir, your moft 
faithful^ humble fervant> Richard Steele. 



LETTER CCX:LXXXIX. 
To Dr. Swift. 

Dear Sir^ L^rd Sunderland's OiBce, Oft. 8, 1709. 

MR. Secretary Addifon went this morning 
out of town, and left behind him an 
agreeable command for me, viz. to forward the 
inclofed, which Lord Halifax fent him for you* 
I affure you, no man could fay more in praiie of 
another than he did in your behalf at that noble 
Lord's table on Wednefday laft. I doubt not 
but you will find by the inclofed the efFed it had 
upon him. No opportunity is omitted among 
powerful men, to upbraid them for your ftay in 
Ireland, The company that day at dinner wejce 
Lord EdwardI Ruifel, Lord Eflex, Mr. Mayn* 
U i waring, 
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waring, Mr. Addifon, and myfelf. I have 
heard fuch things faid of that fame Bifhop of 
Clogher *, with you, that 1 have often faid he 
mufi be entered ad eundetn in our Houfe of 
Lords. Mr. Philips -f* dined with me yefterday ; 
he is ftill a fhepherd, arid walks very lonely- 
through this unthinking crowd in London. I 
wonder you do not write fometimes to me. 

The town is ^n great expedation from Bick* 
crftaff ; what paffed at the eledion for his firft 
table| being to be publilhed this day fevennight, 
I have not fecn Ben Tooke§ a great while, but 
long to ulher you and yours into the world. 
Not that there can be any thing added by me to 
your fame, but to walk bare-headed before you. 
I am, Sir, your.moft obedient, and moft hum* 
ble fervant, Richard St££i«£. 

* Dr. St. George Afli. 

t Ambrofe Philips, the author of "The Diftreffcd Mother," 
a tragedyi and ferae pallorals, &c. 
I See Tatler, N^ 8ij and nottt, in new edition. 
§ The bookfeller. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCXC*. 

To Mr. Maynwaring f. 

Sir, [1710]. 

THE ftate of converfation and bufinefs in 
this town having been long perplexed with 
pretenders in both kinds; in order to open mens 
eyes againft fuch abufes^ it appeared no unpro- 
fitable undertaking to publifli a Paper^ which 
ihould obierve ujpon the manners of the pleafur- 
able, as well as the bufy part of mankind. To 
make this generally read^ it feemed the moft 
proper method to form it by way of a Letter of 
Intelligence, confiding of fuch parts as might 
gratify the curiofity of perfons of all conditions, 
and of each fex» But a work of this nature 

* Prefixed to the firil voJumc of " The Tatler." 

+ Anhur Maynwaring, efq. ** His works fct the'chara6^er 
" of his genius jibove the reach of the criticifm of others, and 
** he was himfelf allowed univerfally to be the bed critic of his 
" times.'* Biogr. Brit. art. Hughes. Remark I. 

** His learning was without pedantry i his wit without affec* 
** tation i his judgement without malice ; his friendfhtp without 
** intereft ; his zeal without violence ; in a word, he was the beft 
" fubjeft, the beft friend, the beft relation, the beft mafter, the 
** beft critic, and the beft poUtical writer in Gresit Britain." 
Egerton, Memoirs of Mrs. Oldfteld. 

He died in 17 12, aged 44, and left his eftate to be equally 
divided between his fifter, his Ton, and his Ton's mother. It 
amounted to little more than joooh His << Life and Pofthumous 
" Works" were publilhed by Mr. Oldmixon, 1715, Svoj whence 
a full account of him has beeli inferted in the ** Biographical 
«^Diaionary, 1784." 

U 3 requiring 



d by Google 



1^94 S T E E L E'S J. f; T T |LR S 

requiring time to grow into the notice of the 
world, it happep^d yery li^ckiljr, that, a little be- 
fore I had refolved upon this defign, a gentle- 
man * had written predidions, and two or three? 
other piec<?s in my name, which rendered it fa- 
mous through all parts of Europe ; and, by an 
inimitable fpirit and humour, raifed it to as 
high a pitch of reput^ti(Hi as it could poffibly 
arrive ^u 

^y this good fortune the name pf Ifaac Bicl^ 
erftaff gained an audience of all who had any 
tafte of wit ; and the addition of the ordmary 
occurrences of common Journals of News 
brought in a multitude of other readers. I could 
Dot, I confefs, long keep up the opinion of th^ 
town, that thefe Lucubrations were written by 
the fame hand with the firft works which were 
publilhed under my name ; but, before I loft 
the partition of that author's, fame, I had al- 
if^eady found the advantage of his authority, to 
which I owe the fudden acceptance which my 
labours met with in the world. 
The general purpofe of this Paper Hf- is to ex- 
"''.''' ^' * ■ ' ' pofe 

♦ Dr. Swift. See Swift's " Works," ▼oh III. p. 19S. See 

alfo Steele's Original i*rcface to the Tatlbr. 

f << During the prevalence of parties attd prejudices, he that 
^ would be believed by every body, ihould be known to no^ 
« body, left, iiiftead of liftening to the good advice of the cen*. 
** for, the cenfured (hould endeavour, by retorting on his frail* 
" ties, to extenuate or juftify ibesr 9wn,** 

^' Although the Tatles. joined an odd iurname to no very 

" COIQIDOn 
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pofe the falfe arts of liie, to pull off the difguifes 
of cunnings vanity, and affedtation, and to re* 
commend a general fimplicity in our drcfs, our 
dilcourfe, and our behaviour. No man his a 
better judgement for the discovery, or a nobler 
fpmt for the contempt of all in^pofl^re^ than 
yourfelf ; which qualities render you the moft 
proper patron for the Author of thefe Effays. 
In the general, the defign, however executed]^.« 
has met with fo great fuccefs, that there is 
hardly a name now eminent among us for power^ 
wit, beauty, valour, or wifdom, which is not 
fubfcribed * for the encouragement of thefe vo • 
lumes« This is, indeed, an honour, for which 
it is impoiiible to exprefs a fuitable gratitude r 
and there is nothing could be an addition to the 
pleafure I take in it, but the reflection, that it 
gives me the moft confpicuous occafion I can 
ever have, of fubifcribing myfelf. Sir, your moft 
obliged, moft obedient, and moft humble fer- 
vant, Isaac Bickerstaff. 

¥ common Chriftian one, there wa» a man found in this largo 
<^town» who owned both the names. Swift's '< Letter %/* 
Tol. XV. p, 408. 
^ See the lifta at the begianipg of the fiew edition. 
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LETTER CCCXCI*. 

T^.o Edwablo Wortley Montague, Efq.j? 

.^ Sir, * [1710]. 

'HEN ITcnd you thi^ volume, I am 
rather to make ypu a requeft than a 

* Prefixed to the fecond volume of ** The Tatler." 
+ Second fon of the Hon. Lady Wbrtley Montague, and 
grandfon of ]&dward Montag1ie> thi^ Rx&' £arl vf $an4wich* He 
W4S chofen a ine;nber of parliament for Qunt^ngdpn in the 4itl| 
year of Queen Anne ; and in all other parliaments but two tq 
the end of her reign. On the acceffion of George I. he was 
cpnilituted one of the Lord$ CcmmifSoners- of the Treafury : 
and b^ing fent Ambaffador-eztraordinary to the Grand Sii^nior^ 
jie fet out for Vienna, Jan. 27, 1716, and propofed to be at 
Peterwaradin in eight dajs ; and, having finifhed his negotia* 
tionsy he, with his Lady, arrived at Leghorn, Aug. ti, 171S, 
in the Prefton man of war, from Conftantinople, and failed the 
next day for Toulon ; and, travelling through France, arrived 
in England, and waited on his Majefiy at Hampton- couft^ 
06k. 4 following, and was gracioufly received. In the firft par- 
liament called by King peoree 1. be was chofen for the city of 
'iVeftminfter, and afterwards ferved for Huntingdon, and was a 
member for the ciry of Peterborough when he died, it is faid^ 
very fuddenly, Jan. z^t i7^i> aged 80 years, without being 
able to alter his will, as he intended, in favour of his f^on, aa 
extraordinary and ingenious man, author of the " Refle£iions 
** on the Riife and Fall of ancient Republics," Lc, of whom fee 
federal new and intereiling particulars in the Notes on TaTLeW, 
Tol. L p. xli. Mr. Montaeue married the Lady Mary Pierre- 
pont, eldeil 'daughtier 'to his Qrace l^velyii Duke of 'Kingfton, 
an uncommonly fine woman, of very fuperior underfianding, 
authorefs of a little volume of excellent poems, and three vo* 
lumes of curious letters; and by her (who died Auguft 21^ 
1762), he had iiTue the abovementioned only fon Edward- 
Wortley Montague, who was reprcfentative in three parlia- 
ments for Boifioey in Cornwall ; and a daughter Mary, married 
ifi Joho Stuart; ^Kri of Bute;^ Aj^^, 24, 1736. 
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Dedication. I muft defire, that if you think fit 
to throw away any moments on it, you would 
not do it after reading thofe excellent pieces 
with which you are ufually converfant. The 
images which you will meet with here, will be 
very faint, aftef the perufal of the Greejcs aqd 
Romans, who are your ordinary companions. I 
niuft copfefs, I ^m obliged to you for the taftc 
of many of their excellencies, which I had not 
obferved until you pointed them to me. I atn 
ypry proud that tber^ are fonie things in thefe 
Papers which I know you pardon ; and it is 
no fmall pleafure to have one's labours fuffered 
^y the judgement of a man, who fo well un- 
derftands the true charms of eloquence and 
poefy. But I dired: this addrefs to you ; npt 
that I think I can entertain you with my 
writings, but to thank you for the new de- 
light 1 have, frQm your converfation, in thofe 
of other men. 

• May you enjqy a long continuance of the 
true reliih of the happinefs Heaven has bellowed 
upon you ! I know not hpw to fay a more af- 
feftionate thing to you, than to wiih that you 
may be always what: you are ; and that you 
pay ever think, as I know you now do, that 
)M)u have a much larger fortune than you want. 
I am. Sir, your moft bbedienr, and moft hum» 
^le fcrvant, Isaac Bickerstaff. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCXCII*. 

I^AAco BicKERsTAFF, Armigcro^Magnae Britanmae^ 
Cenforiy Sw 

9 Cal. Jun. 1710. 

MORI^ encomium Thomas Moro, cui nil 
erat magis alienum quam Mori nomen, 
Erafmus infcripfit : nee ergo quis miretur has 
Obfcurorum Virorum Epiftolas Viro Clariffimoy 
hos Morologos Moria ips4 ftultiorcs Tibi mitti, 
IsAACE Gravissime ; qui unus, inter tot nu- 
givendos potius quam fcriptores ubique nunc 
temporis ad naufeam obvios^ nofti non ineptire r 
qui fcis ex fumo (ut ait Flaccus) dare lucem ; in 
gracili materia fterilique argumento copiosd 
juxta atque fapienter differere, inter ludicra 
fcrius, inter jocos philofophus ; qui ridiculum 
acri^ dulci utile mifcendo, jundtis ingenii fimul 
ct argumentorum viribus, Britannos potes tarn 
feliciter a vitiis deterrere, ad virtutem hortari. 

Patere, Cato Britannice, ex obfoletis feculi 
fuperioris ruderibus altaque quam fuperftitio 
intulerat i'gnorantia^ iftud Arcadicum hominum 
fpeciofo Theologorum Magiftrorumve nomine 
infolenter gloriantiurti pecus accerfi; et acteml 
licet nodte dignos^ a tenebris tamen ad lucem, ^ 

* On the fabjed of this lictttc to Steele, which was prefixed 
to '< EpiftoUrum Obfcurorum Virorum, ad Dm. Ortuiaoip 
•* Grattum» Volumina II." See the Notes on the Tatler, 
▼q1. V. p. ;iii. 

mprtuis 
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mprtulj acl vivos proyocari, tibiqqq pro tribu- 
nali fifti ; ut poft noftri feculi Ipeptias, et inep* 
ijQ%^ iUas explpfas, hos fepultos, non etiam de- 
fint, gua$ e:¥pk!da)9 quoa fepelias: eum nempa 
yolo Magnf^llfitannia^ Cenforcm, quinon foliim 
ID prarfcntem fed ct prateritas atates ultro ci- 
troquc jus cenforije authori^tis exerceat. 

Nolim autcm mihi id vitio verti, quod The- 
plogos hie in medium protrabatn, etderidendos 
pppinem. Cum cnim Thcdogia omnium Dif- 
ciplinarum Regina ab ipfo Numine jus in fe de^ 
livaverit^ proeul abfit, ut illius cultores defpi* 
eatui habeam^ ut potius ex omni non modd 
Republic^, fed e;jc finibus humanse naturae ex-^ 
ferminandos arbitrer, quotquot Theologiam aut 
pjus Miniftros divino illo jure ac dignitate fpo* 
liare contendunt« Si alicer fentirem, nx tuum 
patrocmium defugiflem^ Vir Integerrime, cui 
curse fuit^ ut morum bonorum ac pietatis jura 
farta ac teda ab omni piaculo confervares. At 
V^ro credo me culpam minime commeruifle,- fi 
60s infe&er, qui majori ignorantia an malitia 
freti in Theologiam involant; qui venerabili 
Theologise gradu, et optimis beneficiis tumidi^ 
Dovisy et ha£tenus inauditis opinionibus, Rei* 
publicae liatum convellunt ; qui cd quod Theo- 
logorum tiiulo magls quam mentis ornentur^ 
ideo tantum fibi arrogant^ ut omnem abjiciant 
ac relinquant obedientiam, ne modo rationi pa* 
reant^ cui ipsa baturae lege fubje6li funt '1 qui 

pro 
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pro Magiftrali fni dignitatc in ciinftos infcriorei 
fcrulam vibrant; quique longo quantumvis 
togit fyrmate ferocientes pallium tamen breviui' 
indui debuerunt, quo miniks incautos failant. 

Hujufmodi Theologos tanto quod per fum-* 
mum decus ufurpaverunt nomine exui, ct loco 
moveri dignos in confpeftum adduxi, Lepidif- 
fime Morum Caftigator^ ut ab omnibus publi- 
citus exibilentur. Hanc ineptiarum farraginem 
duxi nunquam commodius extrudi pofle^ quatn 
cum Nado in rifum prona^ morionibus et nugis 
magis impense deleftetur. Nationis equidem 
patientiam nequeo non obiter fufpicere, et me- 
cum flomachari, qua^ libellos iftos quotidie im- 
pune libertate plufquam vernili vagantes, affa- 
niis puris putis refertos, legere fuftineat ; ferat* 
que illud Ok/ervatorum, Reviforum et caeterorum 
fcurrarum vulgus^ vocibus nonnifi Barbaris ef^ 
fprendum. .£cas profefto Cenfore digniffima, 
qui hanc efirsenem fcribendi licentiam virga no« 
tet^ et reprimat ; iftofque npgatores, nifi inter 
vivos * mwrari ulteriiis definant, ad Vefpilloncs 
damnet ! Age, Vir infigniffime ; prodeat tan- 
dem tamdiu defideratus tuarum lucubiationum 
liber, facundo illp filentii, quod in ipfis tarn 
diferte expreffifti, prasconio celebrandus. Ex 
i|lis difcant Ledores fcriptorefque, illi quid 
Ipgi, hi quid fcribi pptiflimum cum frudhi non 

^ Sueton. in Vit, Neron, Claud, cap. 33. 

minori 
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minori quam voluptate dcceat. Interea dum 
illas expeaamus, praeludant Ha obfcurorum. 
Ejnfiola *, quarum claborata barbarics, et foloe- 
cilini^ legentem in cachinnos folv^t, ct quic- 
quid ridiculi vanaequc levitatis in pcdtore rcfi- 
dct, adco exhauriant, ut ad tuas poftca Lucu- 
brationes perkgcndas, animus defaecatior, et a 
nugis expurgatior accedat : quippe medici fo- 
lent corpus aegrum medicam^ntis pujgare^ quo 
meliiiis ad viftum ialubriorem fumendum pre- 
paretur. Dcnique obfcuri ifti homunciones, 
quibus nil quicquam vixit infulfius, longo poft 
tempore jam tandem refipifcunt ; faniam, quam 
olim non potuerunt, conaritur nunc aucupari ; 
a co£taheis fuis audiri vix meruerunt, nunc in 
fpem et leSores et emptores fibi conciliandi vc- 
niunt: vivi pro mortuis merito habebantur; 
mortui vero nunc vivere et inclarefcere incipi- 
ent, ubi primiim eorum Epillolae nomine tuo 
infignitae prasfulgcbunt. 

Vale, Vir Eruditiffime ; noftrifque moribus 
diu ac feliciter confule. 

* " The purpofe of the worky" fays Steele, Tatlcr, N« 197, 
^' is fignified in the dedication, in very elegant language, an4 
'' fine raillery. It feeros this is a coile^ion of letters which 
** fome profound blockheads, who lived before our times, have 
'* written in honour of each other, and for their mutual infor* 
** mation in etch other's ablurdities. They are moftly of the 
" German nation, whence, from time to tim«, inundations of 
** writers have flowed, more pernicious to the learned woiidf 
<* than the fwarms of Goths and VMdals to the publick." 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCbXCIIi*- 
To William Lord Cowper, Baron of Winghamf; 

iv' FTER having IcMig celeb Ated the fupe* 
±\ not graces ahd excellencies among men, 
in an imaginary charader, I do myfelf th)e hc^ 
nout to ihew my veneration for tiranfcendehk 
merit under my own naipe, in this addrefs txt 
your Lordfliip, The juft application of thofe 
high atcompliihme^ts of which you are mafter^ 
has been an advantage to all yoiir fellow-fub* 
jt&% ; and it is from the common obligation yott 
have laid upon all the worlds that I, though a 
private man^ can pretend td be afTe&ed with^ ot 

* Prefixed to the third volume of " The Tatler." 
f William Cbwper, efq. fbbn after being called to thie hah 
ivas appointed bne of King William's cdunfel'; he fucceedcd 
Sir Nathan Wright, as Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, OGt, ii, 
1705 ; was created Baron Cdwper of Wingham, Nov. 9, fjdt; 
and appointed Lord Chancellor, May 4, 1707; which poil fab 
beld till Sept. ±$, 1710b Oh the accellion of King Gebrge, ht 
was appointed again Lord Chancellor, Sept. 21, 17 14 ; and, on 
refigning the great feai, was created Earl Cowper, and Vifcbuilt 
Fordwich, March' 18, 1717-18. He generoiifly declined accept- 
ing New-y cars-gifts from tht counfellors at lawj which had been 
long given to his prcdcceflors 5 and, what is ftill mbreto hij ho* 
iiour, forefaw and oppofed thedeftru^tivemeafuirefi'of the South- 
fca bubble in 1720. He died 0£^. 10, 1723. It ils recorded, and 
ought always to be mentioned to the honouir of Lord Cowper, 
that when he was Chancellor, though in friemlfliip with the 
Duke of Marlborough, and of ihe fame political principles, he 
ttobly refufed, and perfifted in his refufal, to put the broad feai 
of his office to a tromendoas commiffion for making his Grace 
Otneraliffimo for life, 

2 take 
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take the liberty to acknowledge^ your great ta* 
Idats and public virtues. 

It gives a pleafihg profpeft to your friends, 
that is to fay, to the friends of yoiir country, 
tiiat you have paiTed through the higheft ofHces, 
dt an age when others ufually do but form to 
themfelves the hopes of thetti. They may ex- 
peft to fee you in the Houfe of Lords as many 
years as you were afcehding to it. It is our com* 
tnon gdod, that your admirabje eloquence catt 
now no longer be etnployed, but in the expref- 
fion of your own fentiments and judgement. The 
ikilful pleader is now for 6ver changed into the 
juft judge; wbich latter charader yout Lord- 
fliip exerts with fo prevailing an impartiality, 
that you win the approbation even of thofe who 
diflent from you ; and you always obtain favour, 
becaufe you are never moved by it. 

This gives you a certain dignity peculiar to 
jrour prefent fituation *, and makes the equity, 
even of a Lord High Chancellor, appear but a 
degree towards the magnanimity of a ^eer of 
Great-Britstin* 

• Forgive me, my Lord, when I cannot con- 
ceal from you, that I Ihall never hereafter be- 
hold you, but I fliall behold you, as lately, de^ 
fending the braVe and the unfortunate -f-. 

♦ He had juft rcfigncd the offic^c of Lord Chancellor, 
t The irave means the Duke of Marlborough. But wha 
\fa$ the mfortuntUcf 

Whea 
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When we attehd to ybuir Lordihip engaged 
in a difcourfe^ we cannot but refled upon;t^f 
many requifites which the vain-glorious fpeakers 
of antiquity have demanded in a tiian who Is^te 
excel in oratory ; I fay, my Lord^ when we re^ 
flcdl upon the precepts by viewingthe example, 
though there is no excellence propofed by thofe 
rhetoricians wanting, the whole art feems to be 
refolved into that one motive of fpeaking, fin- 
cerity in the intention. The graceful manner, 
the apt gefture, and the affumed concern, are 
impotent helps to perfuafion, in comparifon <^ 
the hopeft countenance of him who utters what 
he really means. From whence it is, that all 
the beauties which others attain with labour, 
are in your Lordlhip but the natural efFeds of 
the heart that dictates. 

It is this noble fimplicity which makes you 
furpafs mankind in the faculties wherein man- 
kind are diftinguilhed from other creatures, rea- 
fon and fpeech,. 

If thefe gifts were communicated to all men 
in proportion to the truth and ardour of their 
hearts, I ihould fpeak of you with the fame 
force as you exprefs yourfelf on any other fub- 
je<ft. But I refilt my preftrnt impulfe, as agree- 
able as it is to me ; though indeed, had 1 any 
pn tenfions to a fame of this kind, I Ihould, 
above all other themes, attempt a panegyric 
upon my Lord Cowpcr : for the only fure way 

to 
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to a reputation for eloquence, in an age wherein 
that perfect orator live§, is. to choofe an argu- 
ment, upon which he himfelf muft of neceffity 
be filent. I am, my Lorid, your Lordfliip's 
moft devoted^ moft obedient, and mod humble 
fervant, . Richard Steele*. 



w 



LETTER CCCXClVf. 

To Lord Halifax* 

My Lorp, April 7, 17 11. 

Frorti the Hovel at Hampton-wick J. 
HEN I firft rxfolyed upon doing myfelf 
this honour, I could not but indulge a 

certain 



* " When Steele's patent, as Governor of the Theatre -royal, 
** pafled the Great Seal, Loird Chancellor Cowper^ in compliment 
" to Sir Richard, would receive no fee.*' Life of C. Gibber, 
1756, vol. IT. p. 47. 
t Prefixed to the fourth volume of ** The Tatlcr." 
+ Steele built^ and inhabited y^r a fenu ytars, an elegant houfc 
adjoining to the fide of the palace, which he called by this name. 
Not long after the date of this letter, being embarraffed by 
his vanity of frofujion^ or bis imprudence of generofity^ he bor- 
rowed loool. of Addifon on tl^is houfe and its furniture, giving 
bond and judgement for the re*payment of the money at the end of 
twelve months. -On the forfeiture of the bond, Addifon*s attor- 
ney proceeded to execution, ** the houfe and furniture were fold, 
" the furplus Addifon remitted to Steele, with a genteel letter, 
** dating the friendly reafon of this extraordinary procedure, w'js. 
f' ta awaken him, if poflible, from a lethargy that muft end in his 
" inevitable ruin.*' Steele received the letter with his wonted 
compofure aod gaiety, met his friend as ufuai, and the ftiendihip 
fubfilled to the end of Addifon's life, *with a few little bickerings 
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certain vanity in dating from this little covert, 
where I have frequently had the honour of your 
Lordfliip's company, and received from you 
very many obligations. The elegant folitude 
of this place, and the greateft pleafures of it, I 
owe to its being fo near tbofe beautiful manors 
^herein you fometimes refide. It is not retiring 
from the world, but enjoying its mod valuable 
blefEngs, when a man is permitted to (hare in 
your Lordfliip's converfations in the country. 
All the bright images which thq Wits of paft 
ages have left behind them in their writings, the 
noble plans which the greateft Statefmcn have 
laid down for adminiftration of affairs, are equally 
the familiar objedts of your knowledge. But 
what is peculiar to your Lordlhip above all the 
illuftrious perfonages that have appeared in any 
age, is, that wit and learning have from your 
example fallen into a new aera *. Your patron- 
age 

[fays Dr. Birch] on ceconomtcal oUafionu Addifon, it feems, 
deaJt ac this time with his friend, as he did aftewards with his fa^ 
^vourite, Sir Roger de Coverley, whom he deliberately killed, thro* 
fear that fomebody might murder him. But this is not the place 
to enter farther into tKe particulars, or the difcuilion of this ftory, 
&c. It is only neceffary to fay here, that it makes pan of a let- 
ter to Mr. Garrick, from a man of reputed veracity, who pro-> 
feffes that he had his relation firft from the celebrated a£bor Mr. 
Wilksy and afterwards a full confirmation of it from Steele's ovvft 
lips, who, it is faid, always conlidered this Hep as meant by bia 
friend " to do him fcrvicc." Vigor's " Orig. Letters, &c/* 
1776, vol. I. p. 3t8 and 329. See Letter LIX. p. 41* and Letter 
LXV. p. 46. 
^ '< Of him," fays Dr. Johnfooi ^^ who from a poet became a 

*' patron 
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age has produced thofe arts, which before fliua* 
tied the comnierce of the world, into the fcrvice 

of 

** patron of potts, it will be rudily beliered that the works would 
" not xnifs of celebration. Addifon began to praife him early, 
** and was ib)]6wed or accompanied by other poets ; perhaps by 
•• almofl all except Swift and Pope, who forbore to flatter him m 
" his iife» and after his. death fpoke of him, Swift with (light 
•* cenfure, and Pope, in the character of Bufo with acrimonious 
•* concempt. He was, as Pope hy%; fid moiib dedications ; fofr 
"TickcU affirms, that no dedicator was onrewarded. Many 
'f a blandishment was pra£lifed upon Halifax, which he would ne^i^ 
" ver have known had he had no other attraflions^than thofe of his 
** jx)etry, of which a ihort time has withered iht beauties. It 
^ Would no\|ir be edeemed no honour, by a contributor to the 
*^ monthly bundles of verfes, to be told that, in drains either fa- 
*' miliar bt folemn; he fiiigs like Montague." Dr. Johnfon'g 
** Lives of Englifli Poets;" vol. 11. p; 198, &c, ed* 8vo. 178 1. 

The chara6Ver of Halifax, however, is not to be eftimated by 
his verfes ojaly. His Lordftiip's great good-nature and mode- ' 
ration, his diflinguiflied eminence and ufefuliiefs as a flatefm^rf, 
his figaal proficiency in literature and ta(le, his general patron*- 
age of men of wit ahd letters, and hiS marked attention to fci- 
ence, which is a plant that cannot thrive, even in the apt foil of 
England, without watering, defervedly entitled him to thfe 
praifes of fcliolars, which arc not always given with nice judge- 
inent, or in due proportion; and, in a way fidt difhonourabie to 
the givers or the receivers, account fufficicntly for what Dr. 
Johnfon calls " the blandifliments that were pra£bifed upon Ha- 
" lifax." Mr. Stepney, himfelf no bad poet, bequeathed " to 
«' Prior 50 pounds, arid to Lbrd Halifax a golden cup and loO 
" tomes of his library.** This nobleman, to his great honour^ wa^, 
to the end of his life, peculiarly kind arid fer^iceable to Steele, 
who was of congenial political principles, and lived long with 
him in habits oi familiarity and ffiendfhip. If the accomplifh* 
tnents of Lord Halifax had even bfrcn fewer, and his merit lefs 
than the generality of his cdnfemporary writers lead \x^ to be- 
lieve, our author's account of him claims {^articular regard and 
i:redit. Steele, who knew him well, had a penetrating under* 
Handing, and an Independent fpirlt. His pen wa§ always ready 
it thte ferTite of his friends and hi« party, but it Was always 
X z guided 
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of life ; and it is to you we owe, that the mmt 
of wit has turned hlmfelf to be a man of bufinefs.: 
The falfe delicacy of men of genius, and the ob- 
jeAions which others were apt to insinuate againfl 

their abilities for entering into affairs, have 
equally vaniflied : and experience has Ihewn, 
that men of letters are not only qualified with a 
greater capacity, but alfo a greater integrity in 
the difpatch of bufinefs *. Your own fiudies- 
have been diverted from being the higheft orna- 
ment, to the higheft ufe to mankind ; and the 
capacities which would have rendered you the 
greateft poet of your age, have, to the advantage 
of Great Britain, been employed in purfuits^ 

guided by a drift regard to truth, and a nice fenfe of honour; 
and though gratitude, or friendfhip, might induce him to lavifhy 
nothing could have fvvayed him to proflitute, praife. Thefe 
confiderations arc furely AifRcient to exempt what is fard 
here, and in Letter CCCCIL from the imputation of inten- 
tional flattery, and to furnilh, fo far as Steele's teftimony goes, 
a ftrong prefumpuon, if not a decifive proof, in favour of Lord 
Halifax. To the lafl mentioned letter, and the note upon it, 
the reader is referred for a, more particular account of thi^ ami- 
able and refpe£lable nobleman. See alfo Theobald's account of 
.oi him, foon after'his Lordfliip's -death, which was caufcd by an 
inflammation in his lungs. May 19, 1715. ♦* Cenfor," vol. L 
IJo 28, pp. 197, 198, &c. 

♦ Apparently an intended compliment to fevcral of Steele's 
friends, and particularly to Addifoh, who, though he never re- 
mitted the fees of his office, never would accept of any more than 
was flated and cuftomary. A remarkable inftaiice of this integrity 
was, his refufal of a bank note of 300I. and afterwards of a dia- 
mond ring of the fame value, from a Major Dunbar, afcertaincd 
by an original letter of Addifon himfelf, for which the publick 
wtre originally indebted to the publications of Edmond Curll. 

which 



d by Google 



TO HIS F R I E N p S. 309 

which have m^de you tfie raoft able and unbi- 
afled patriot. A vigorous imagination, an ex-, 
tenfive apprehenfion, and a ready judgement, 
have dlftinguifhed you in all the illullrious parts 
of adminiftration, in a reign attended with fuch 
difficulties, that the fame talents, without the 
fame quicknefs in the poffeffion of them, would 
have been incapable of conquering. The natural 
fuccefs of fuch abilities, has advanced you to a 
feat in that illuftrious houfe*, where you were 
received by a crowd of your relations. Great as 
you are in your honours, and perfonal qualities, 
, I know you will forgive an humble neighbour 
the vanity of pretending to a place in your 
friendfhip, and fubfcribing himfelf, my Lord, 
your Lordfhip's moft obliged, and mod de- 
voted fervant, Richard Steele. 



LETTER CCCXCV. 
To Mr. Pope. 

Sir, July 26, 1711. 

I WROTE to you the other day, and hope 
you have received my letter. Thisjs for the 
fame end, to know whether you are at leifure to 
help Mr. Clayton ^, that is, me^ to fome words 
for mufick againft winter. 

* He was made a peer in 1700. 

t In the Spectator, N® 258, Dec 26, 171 1, is a letter, 
xligncd, ** Thomas Clayton, Nicolino Haym, and Charles Dieu- 
"** part,** announcing the plan of their intended concerts in York- 
b\)ildingS) and the terms of the fubTcription. 

X3 Your 
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Your anfwer to me at Will's will be a great 
favour to. Sir, your moft obedient, humble 
fcrvant, Richard Steels. 



■ ■. ." ." j< , ... — 
LETTER CGCXCVL 
To Mr. Hughes. 
DiPAR Sir, 17U. 

MR. CLAYTON and I defire you, as foon 
as you can conveniently, to alter this 
poem * for mufic, preferving as many of Dry- 
den's words and yerfes a? you can* 'It is to be 
performed by a yoice well (killed in recitative ; 
but you underftand all thefe -matters much bet- 
ter than your afFcftionate bumble fervant, 

Richard Steei-k. 

* " Alexander's Feaft, pr the Po\ycr of Mufic, an Ode for St. 
** Cecilia's Dayi" Agreeably to this requed, Mr. Hughes made 
feveral alterations in tliat admired ode. See his '* Poems," vol. 
II, p. 71. Byt what his opinion was of the mufic both of that 
and of ** Sappho's Ode by Philif)s," will appear from the follow- 
ing letter. The honour of doing jufiice to Dry^en, aCs well as to 
Milton, was referred for Handel, who compofcd* ^^ Alexander's 
" Feaft" in 1736.—** It is to be regiettcd," fays Dr. Vyar^on, in 
jiis * EfTay on Pope,* ** that Mr, Handel has not ftt to mufic 
** Pope's * Ode' as well as Drydcn's." But (hould it not be ob- 
fierved, that' that eJEcetlent poet, as well as judge of mufic, Mrl 
Hughes, was the firft who altered ** Alexander's Fcaft" for 
wufic? ** Monthly Review," vol. XIV. p. 549.— This note is 
from Mr. Duncombe's colleftion of ** Letters by feveral eminent 
<* PeffoRS dcfeafed, iec." Vol. I. p. 65. 

LETTER. 
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LETTER CCCXCVIL 
Mr. Hughes to Mr. Steele 

r 

Dear Sir, [ly^^J* 

SINCE you have aiked my. opinion about 
the mufic, I take it for granted you would 
have me give it you ; and therefore I will IJicw 
how faithfully I intend always to obey you, in 
doing it with a freedom, whiqh I would be loth 
' to ufe to one for whom I had lefs friendihip, 
^nd in whofe candour and integrity I did not 
think myfelf fafe. 

I ihall therefore, withput taking any hints 
from others, juft give you fome few obferva- 
tions which have ocairred to me as well as f 
could judge upon the firft hearing* 

That which feems to me to ftrike moft arc 
the prelude-bafes, fome of which are very well 
fancied ; but 1 am afraid they are in themfelves 
too lopg, efpecially when repeated ; for pre- 
lude-bafes are only to begin the fubjed of the 
air, and do not (hew any compofition (which 
^onfiftsin the union of parts) fo that, if they arc 
not artfully worked afterwards with the voice- 
part, they are no proof of ikiUj but only of in- 
vention. 

The fymphonies in many places feem to me 
j>erplex;ed^ and not made to purfue any fu^je<^ 
or points 

X 4 The 
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The laft air of Sappho begins too chearfully 
for the fenfe of the words. As well as I can 
guefs, without feeing the fcore, it is in D ftiarp, 
from which it varies (in another movement of 
time) into -B flat 3d, and fo ends, without re- 
turning to the fame key either flat or fharp. 
This being one continued air (though in two 
movements of time), let fdme mailer be afked. 
Whether it is allowable (I am fure it is not 
tifual) to begin an air in one key fliarp, and end 
it in a different key flat ? For though the paf- 
fage is natural, the clofing fo is, I believe, al- 
ways difallowed. 

The overture of Alexander ought to be great - 
and noble J inftead pf which, 1 find only ^ 
liurry of the inftruments, not proper (in my 
poor opinion) and without any defign, or fugue, 
and, I am afraid, perplexed and irregular in 
the compofition, as far as I have any ideas or 
experience. Enquire this of better judgements. 

The duet of Bacchus is chearful, and has a 
good effedt ; but that beginning " Cupid, Phoe* 
*' bus/' &c. I cannot think fliews*any art, and 
is, in efFett, no more than a fingle ain Nothing 
fliews both genius and learning more than this 
fortof compofuion, the chief beauty of which 
confiils in giving each voice different points, - 
and making thofe points w^ork together, and 
interchange regularly and furprifingly, or one 
point following itfclf in both the voices, in a 

kind 
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kind of canon, as it is called. Thefe artfuU 
neffes, when well executed, give infinite delight 
to the ear ; but that which I have mentioned i$ 
not formed after thofe defigns, but where the 
voices join, they move exactly together in 
plain counterpoint, which Ihews little more than 
a fingle air, 

' , I think the words in general naturally enough 
exprefled, and, in fome places, pathetically ; 
but, becaufe.you feeni to think this the whole 
myftery of fetting, I take this opportunity tq 
affure you, that it is as poffible.to exprefs word^ 
naturally and pathetically in very faulty compo^ 
fition, as it is to hit a likenefs in a bad pidture. 
If the mufic in fcore, without the words, does 
not prove itfelf by the rules of compofition, 
which relates to the harmony and motion of 
different notes at the fame time, the notes in 
the finging parts will not fuffice, though they 
exprefs th^ words ever fo naturally.' This i^ 
properly the art of compolition, in which there 
is room to Ihew admirable fkill, abftraded fvom 
the words; and in which the rules for the union 
of founds are a kind of fyntaxis, from which no 
one is allowed to err. I do not apply this laft 
particular to any thing, but only to give you a^ 
general idea of what is compofition. Yet, Upon 
the whole, as far as I am able to judge, the 
mufic of Sappho and Alexander, though in feme 
places agreeable, will not plcafe matters. 

Having 
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^ Having thus gi^en you my thoughts freely 
and impartially (in which perhaps I may be 
miftaken) I will truifl: your good fenfe for the 
ufe that may be made of this ; and I beg it may 
not prejudice me with Mr. Clayton or yaurfelf, 
and that you will not let him know of this, but 
only inform yourfelf farther from others, on the 
hints here given. 

I fliould not, you may be fure, give you or 
myfelf this trouble, but that I do not know 
how far it may concern your intereft to be 
rightly informed, which is the only regard I 
have in ihewing you this way how much I am. 
Sir, yours, &c* John tJucH^s, 

LETTER CCCXCVIII. 

To tlie Spectator. *. 

Aug. 2, 171 1. 

I WENT this evening to yifit a friend, with 
a defign to railly him, upon a Ilory I had 

heard 

« This extraa from the Speaator, N« CXXXFII. is felcaed 
to do juftice to the memory of a friend of Steele, whofe kindnefs 
he acknowledges in feveral paiTages of the preceding letters (fte 
PP» 5*» 54> 55» &c.). On good authority it may be now told, 
that the character here fo a£re6lionately drawn » is that of Stephen 
Clay, efq. This gentleman was the fon and heir of Edmund 
Clay, a haberdafher in London { was admitted of the honourable 
Sv)ciety of the Inner Temple", Nov. 16,- 1693, and called to the 
Bar, Nov. 24, 1700. 

Great pains have teen taken to recover feme account of this 
ingenious Lawyer; but they have not been attended with much 
fucccfs. The two following ihort poems may probably incline 

the 
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heard of his intending to fteal a marriage with- 
out the privity of us his intimate friends and ac- 
quaintance. I came into his apartment with 

the reader to fympathizc in the regret that this enquiry has not 
I been raor^ fruitful of difcovcries : 

The Maid's Complaint ) a Soyo, hy Stephen Clat^ Efq. 
I Cuftoni, alas I does partial prove, 

i ' Nor gives iis eve(^ m^afure j 

j A pain to maids it is to love, 

i But 'tis to men a pleafure. 

They freely can their thoughts explain. 

But ours muft burn within ; 
We have got eyes and tongues in vain, 

And truth from us is fin. 
Men to new joys and conquefts fly. 

And yet no hazards run ; 
Poor we are left if we deny. 
And if \v« yield, undone. 
Then equal laws let cuftora find# 

Nor thus the fex opprefs ; 
More freedom give to womankiudi 
Or give to mankind lefs. 

5oNo, ia Imitation of an Ode of Horace to Barine. 
By Stephen Clay, Efq. 
Oh! that I could one blem^ findj 

To moderate my pain! 
On that alone I'd fix my mind. 

And you fhali charm in vain. 
I ran thy face and body o*er, 

But thou art lovely there ; 
Thy fpeech, thy mind, I did explore, 

Thou'rt lovely every where. 
Through all mankind you fpread defire^^ 

Old age no freedom knows; 
And as each youth to man afpires. 

Your empire larger grows. 
But all that's female you muft (hun, 

Their envy fooths your pride, 
Ifou rob the mother of her fon. 

And of her fi^ufe the bride. 
Sec Rofcommon's Mifcellancous WoikSi t709»8vo. Part VIII. 

that 
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that intimacy which I have done for very many 
years, and walked diredJy uito his bed-cham- 
ber, where I found my friend in the agonies of 
death. What could I do ? The innocent mirth 
in my thoughts ftruck upon me like the moft 
flagitious wickednefs : I in vain ^ called upon 
him ; he was fenfelefs, and too far fpent to have 
the leaft knowledge of my forrow, or any pain 
in himfelf* Give me leave then to tranfcribe 
my foliloquy, as I flood by his mother, dumb 
with the weight of grief for a fon who was her 
honour, and her comfort, and never till that 
hour, fince his birth, had been an occafion of a 
moment's forrow to her. 

^^ How furprifing is this change ! from the 
^* pofleflion of vigorous life and ftrength, to be 
** reduced in a few hours to this fatal extremity ! 
*^ Thofe lips, which look fo pale and livid, 
** within thefc few days gave delight to all who 
^* heard their utterance ! It was the bufinefs, the 
" purpofe of his being, next to obeying him (to 
f^ whom he is going), to pleafe and inftrudt, and 
<* that for no other end but to pleafe and in- 
f^ ftruft. Kindnefs was the motive of his ac- 
*^ tions, and, with all the capacity requifite for 
^' making a figure in a contentious world, mo- 
^' deration, good-nature, affability, temperance, 
^' and chaftity, were the arts' of his excellent 
** life. There as he lies in helplefs agony, no 
^* wife man, who knew him fo well as I, but 

** would 
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*^- would rcfign all the world can beftow to be fo 
*' near t|ie end of fuch a.life. Why docs my 
*^ heart fo little obey my reafon as to lament 
** thee, thou excellent man ! — Heavtn receive 
** him, or reftore him !— Thy beloved mothefi 
** thy obligc;d friends, thy helplefs fervants, 
*^ ftand around thee without diftinftion. How 
*^ much wouldft thou, hadft thou thy fenfes, 
*^ fay to each of us ! 

** But now that good heart burfts, and he is 
^' at reft ! With that breath expired a foul who 
•* never indulged a paffion unfit for the place he 
*' is gone to ! Where are now thy plans of juf- 
" tice, of truth, of honour ? of what ufe the 
*^ volumes thou haft collated, the arguments 
•* thou haft invented, the examples thou haft 
" followed ? Poor were the expeftations of the 
** ftudious, the modeft, and the good, if the 
*• reward of their labours were only to be cx- 
** pefted from man. No, my friend, thy in- 
** tended pleadings, thy intended good offices 
** to thy friends, thy intended fervices to thy 
*• country, are already performed (as to thy 
^' concern in them) in his fight before whom the 
** paft, pfefent, and future, appear at one view. 
^^ While others with thy talents were tormented 
.*^ with ambition, with vain glory, with envy, 
" with emulation, how well didft thou turn thy 
'^ mind to its own improvement in things out 
** of the power of fortune, in probity, in inte- 

7 " grity. 
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*' grity, in the pradice and ftudy of joftice; hovir 
** filent thy paflage^ how private thy journey, 
** how glorious thy end ! Many have I knowH 
*^ more famous^ feme more knowingy not one fd 
*^ innocent.^* 



LETTER CCCXCIX. 
To the Ikike of MARLBORoiJort; 

My Lord, Jan. i, 1711-12^ 

IT was with the utmoft confternation I, this 
Jay, heard your Grace had received a dif- 
miflion from all your employments* : and left 
you (hould, out of the foftnefs which is infepa- 
rable from natures truly heroic, believe this a 
diminution of your glory, I take the liberty 
to exprefs to you, as well as I can, the fehfe' 
which mankind has of your merit. ^ 

That great genius with which God has en- 
dowed you, was raifed by Him, to give the 
firft notion, that the cneriiy vfras to be' c6n- 

^ *• On the 36th erf necember, the Queen declared in council, 
'< thatr her Majefly being acquainted, that an information againft* 
•' the Duke of Marlborough was laid beforfe the Houfc of Coiyv- 
** mons, by the commllfioners of the public accounts ; her Ma- 
«* jcfty thought fit to difmifs him from ail employments, that tha'c 
^' matter might take an impartial examination; and the^next day 
** her Majedy fent his Grace a letter, written with her own hand; 
" fignifying her royal picafure to refume all the employments ih'c 
•* had intruded him with.'^ Life of Qiieen Anne, p. 41 5. 

quered : 
I 
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quered : till you were placed at the head of ar- 
mies,, the Confederates fcetned contented to ihew 
France that (he could not overcome Europe; 
but it entered not into the heart of aian, that 
the reft of Europe could conquer France. When 
I have faid this, my Lord, there arife in my 
foul fo many inftances of your having been the 
miniftering angel in the caufe of Liberty, that 
my heart flags, as if it expedted the lafh of Sla- 
very, when the fword is taken out of his hand 
who defended me and all men from it. Believe 
me. Immortal Sir, you have a llightet lofs in 
this change of your condition than any other 
man in England. Your adlions have exalted 
you to be the chief of your fpecies ; and a con- 
tinued chain of fucceffes, refulting from wife 
counfels, have denominated you the firft of 
mankind in the age which was bleffed with 
your birth. Enjoy what it is not in the power 
of fate itfelf to take from you, the memory of 
your paft adtions. Paft actions make up pre- 
fetit glory. It is iitthe power of mortals to be 
thanklefs to you for doing them ; bvit it is not 
in their power to take from you that you have 
done them. It is in the power of man to make 
your fervices ineflFedtual in confequences to your 
country;, but it is not in their power to make 
them inglorious to yourfelf. Be not therefore 
you concerned; but let us lament, who may 
fuffer by your removal. Your glory is aug- 
mented 
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tnented by comparifon of youf merit tQ the re-» 
ward it meets with : but the honour of your 
country — 

It is as impoffible to do you dilhonour, as to 
recall yefterday ; your charadter is indelible in 
the book of faitle : and though, after a few tur- 
bulent years, it will be faid of us, the reft of 
mankind, " they were ;*' it will be to the end of 
time faid, " Marlborough is." My Lord, you 
are poffeffed of all the Englilh glory of the whole 
age in wl>ich you live ; and all who (hall be 
tranfmitted to pofterity, muft pafs down only 
memorable, as they have exerted thenifelves in 
concert with you, or againft you, with cndlefs 
honour as your friends, infamy as your ene* 
mies. The brighteft circumftance that can he 
related of the Queen herfelf will be, it was flie 
for whom Marlborough conquered. Since it 
is thus, my Lord, if even the glorious edifice 
which your country decreed Ihould be ereded 
to perpetuate your memory, ftand unfiniihed^ 
let it ftand fo a monument of the inftability of 
human affairs. Your glory is not changed be- 
caufe the reft of mankind are changeable. It 
is not your fault that other generals have re- 
ceived a greater reward for efcaping your va- 
lour, than you have for making them fly be- 
fore it. 

Had it plcafed God that we had loft you by 
ypur mortality, the greateft man next to you 

would 
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would have had the xnitigadon of his inferior 
defert, that the fame age could not produce 
fucsh another : but how will he do to avert the 
eyes of all mankind^ upon all exigencies^ from 
looking towards you yet living ? 

My noble Lord, be convinced that you can- 
not be difgraced ; that your ftand in human life 
is immutable ; that your glory is as impaffive as 
the fame of him who died a thoufand years ago. 
Whence is it that we thus love you, that we 
thus honour you ? It is from the very qualities 
which lay you open to the affaults of your ene- 
mies. That fweet complacency, that admirable 
fpirit, which is fo tempered for the arts of 
common life, makes us lofe our wonder in love. 
Is that amiable, man^ with that eafy gefture, 
that gentle^ befeeching mien, the man terrible 
in battle, the Icourge of tyrants ? My Lord 
Marlborough, do not think there are not men 
who can fee your feveral accomplilhments, your 
excellencies, that expofe you to the poffibility 
of being ill-treated. We under ftand you too 
well not to fee^ and to thank you, that you come 
home, as if you had never heard the acclama- 
tions of the univerfe ; that your modefty and 
refignatito have made your tranfcendent, your 
heroic, your god-like virtue, capable of being 
blended in fociety with other men. And, my 
Lord, do you think we can let that virtue be 
dangerous to you^ which only makes your other 
Y qualities 
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qualities not dMgercms to us ? Accept^ O £auii»- 
liar, O amiable, O glorious man, the thanks of 
every generous, every boneft man, in Grreat- 
Britain. Go on ih your eafy mien of life, be 
contented we fee you, we admire you, we love 
you the more. While you are, what you can- 
not ceafe to be, that mild virtue is your zx* 
mour ; the ihamelefs ruffian that fhould attempt 
to fully it, would find his force againft it as de- ^ 
teftable as the ftrength of a raviiher in the vio* 
ktion of chaftity, the teftimoniea of a perjured 
man confronting truth, or clamour drowning 
the voice of innpcence* I am, liiy Lord, your 
grateful fellow-fubjeft, and faithful friend^ 

Scoto-Britannits *• 



LETTER CCCCt. 
To L.ord SoMERs J, 
MtLord, [i7;U-ii]. 

I SHOULD not 3& the part of an impartial 
Spedator, if I dedicated the following pa- 
pers to one who is not. of the mofl: coafummate 
and moil acknowledged merit. 

^ Should it be faid^ this is a name which Steele was not likely 

to have adopted j let it be remembered, that he publiihed the let? 

tcr as his own in his »* Political Writings." 

t Prefixed to the firft volume of « The Spca«tor/' 

X This difUnguilhed Lawyer was born at Worcefter in i65aw 

He was firft taken notice of at the trial of the Seven Biihops, foe 

whom he wa^ one of the cpunfel. See p. 3 14. 

.None 



d by Google 



• To HIS P R t £ Jf b S* 313 

Noiie but t pef foti of a finifted charaftef can 
be the proper patr oa of a work, Which endea- 
vours t6 cultivate and polilh human life, by 
prompting virtue and knowledge, and by re* 
commending whatfoever may be either ufeful 
or ornamental to fociety. 

I know that the homage 1 now pay you Is 
offering a kind of violence to one who is as {o- 
licitous to fhur\ applaufe, as he is affiduous to 
deferve it. But, my Loi'd, this is perhaps the 
only particular in which your prudence will be 
always difappointed. 

' While juftice, candour, equanimity, a zeal 
for the good of your country, and the moft per- 
fuafive eloquence in bringing over others to it^ 
are yajuable diftindions ; you are not to expeA 
that the publick will fo far comply with your 
inclinations, as to forbear celebrating fuch ex- 
traordinary qualities. It is in vain that yoa 
have endeavoured to conceal your (hare of me*, 
lit in the many national fervices which you haVe 
cffefied. Do what you will, the prefent age 
will be talking of your virtues, though pofte- 
rity alone will do them juftice *. 

Other men pafs through oppofitions and conit 
tending interefts in the ways of ambition ; but 
your great abilities have been invited to power^ 
and importuned to accept of advancement. Nor 

* Mr. Walpole, for one, has done thcni juftice, ia his ** C»- 
'' talogue of Royai and Noble Authors." 

Y 2, is 
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is it ftrange that this Ihould happen to youf 
Lordfhip, who could bring into the fervice of 
your Sovereign the arts and policies of ancient 
Greece and Rome ; as well as the moft exa^ 
knowledge of bur own conftitution in particular, 
and of the interefts of Europe in general ; to 
which I muft alfo add, a certain dignity in 
yourfelf, that (to fay the leaft of it) has been 
always equal to thofe great honours which have 
been conferred upon you. 

It is very well known how much the Church 
owed to you, in the moft dangerous day* it ever 

faw, 

* This m9fi dangerous day wis June 29, 1688, the very, day 
on which the Seven Bifhops, who had been committed to the 
Tower by that wickedl chancellor, JcflFerys, for modeftly peti- 
tioning Khyg James II. to excufb them from reading his deda- 
ration of his SJ^fifing power in rtatters of religion, were tried 
'in Weftminller-hall, and acquitted, to the univerfal joy of the 
nation. In this famous trial, our Author's patron, then only 
I Mr. Somers, was one of the learned counfel for the biJhops, and, 
for his noble defence of thofe prelates, who were then general^ 
ly ftyled tht /even golden candlefiicks^ he was, by JCing William, 
made Soticitor-genera:!, May 7, r689 ; then Attorney •general. 
May 2, 169^, and knighted ; and Lord Keeper, 1693* April 
^i, 1697, he was created Lord Somers,^ Baron of Eveiham, and 
made Lord Chancellor of England i from which pod he was 
removed in 1700, and vet 1701 impeached by the Common^, 
but acquitted on his trial by the Lords. He then retired to his 
iludies, and was chofen Prefident of the Royal Society, In 
1706, he projefled the Union. In 1708, Queen Anne made 
him Lord Prefident of the Privy Council 5 but, on the chatige 
of her miniftry in 1710, he was alfb difplaced. Towards the 
latter end of the Queen's reign he grew very infirm ; which 
probably was the reafon why he had no other poft. than a feat 
at the council- table at the acceflion of King George I. He died 
•f an apople£lic fit, Aptsjil 26^ 171(9 after having for fome time 

unfortunately 
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faw, that of the arraignment of its prelates; 
and how far the civil power, in the late and 
prefent reign, h^s been indebted to your coun- 
fels and wifdom. 

But to enumerate the great advantages, which 
the publick has received from your adminiflra* 
tion, would be a more proper work for an hif- 
tory, than for an addrefs of this nature. 

Your ]L,ordfhip appears a^ great in your pri- 
vate life, as in the moft important offices which 
you have borne. I would, therefore, rather 
choofe to fpeak of the pleafure you afford all 
who are admitted into yopr converfation, of 
your elegant tafie in all the polite parts of 
learning, of your great humanity and compla- 
cency of manners, ^nd of the furprifing influ- 
ence which is peculiar to you in making every 
one who convejrfes^with your Lordihip prefer 
you to himfelf, without thinking the lefs meanly 
of his own talents. But if I Ihould take notice 
of all that might be obferved in yppr Lordihip^ 
11 ihould have nothing new to fay upon any 
other charafter of diftindtion. I am, my Lord, 
your Lor^fhip's moft devoted, moft obedient, 
humble fervant, The Spectator* 

unfortunately furvived th« powers of hi« underftanding. This 
letter of Steele gives a lively iketch of his chara^er^ but furely 
no man's was ever better depi6^ed by a pen than this nobleman's 
is by Mr. Addifon in that admirable paper, intituled, " The 
** Freeholder," publiflied on the 4th of May (the day of his 
Lordlhip's interment), to which the cuirious are referred. His 
wfitii^gs are too well known to need enumeration. 

Y3 LETTER 
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T^ Charlei Lord Hawfax *. 

. My Lord, 

SIMILITtJDE of manners and ftudies is 
ufually mentioned as one of the ftrongeft 
motives to aflfeftion and efteem ; but the paffi- 
onate veneration I have for your Lordlhip, I 
think, flows from an admiration of qualities it\ 

* luvi npte on a {broner epijkl^ to diis noblcfnatiy p. 308, this 
further acccount of him was promiftd. 

Mr. Charles Montague, grand Ton to an Earl of Manchefler, 
was taken much notice of at Cambridge, for his " City and 
^' Country Moufe," a fatire . on IMi. Pryden, Being brought 
to Court at the Revolution, h« was couftiiuted one of the Lords 
Commiflioners of the Treafury,'Mapeh'2, 169 1-2 /Chancellor 
6f the Exchequer, in May 1694. ^^^ ^^^^ being eicceedingly- 
d^aft4^ and dimmi^ed, he fprm^d, th« 4e|iga of v^llidg ii^ the 
inoney, and re-coining it, in 16.95; which wa? pfFeflcd in two 
yeats : to fuppiy the immediate want of calji, he proje£led the 
ifiuing of Exchequer bills. For t^is iervtc^, he had the thariks 
«f the Houfe of Commons in 1697. He was next year apppinte({ 
tirft Lord Coipmilfioner of the ^ reafury ; and, refigniBg that 
•j^o& in June 1700, obtaifacd a grant of the officie of Auditor of 
the receipt of the Ex^heqoerr and the fame year, Dee* i^^ was 
cri^aud Baf^n Ha|jf|x. ,0|i,the acceflion pf King Qeqrge I. he 
was a member of the regency j was appointed Firft Lord Com- 
iniflloner of the Treaftiry, 06t. 5, 1714"} created Vifcount Sun- 
biury and Eavl of Halifax, 06^. 15 ; and died May 15, i7i5.-<-* 
** Addifon has celebrated this Lord in his Account of the great- 
** eft Engli^ Poets, Steele has. drawn his <;hara6ler in the fe- 
<* cond volume of the Spe£l|itor, and in the fourth of the Tatler ; 
'< but Pope, ia the portrait of Biifo, in the Epiftle to Arbuth- 
♦* not, has, returned the ridicule which his Lordlhip, in conjunc- 
<* tion with Prior, had heaped on Dryden*5 Hind and Panther J* 
*^'alpoIc*&Ca^loguc, vol. IL p, ii6, > 
' ^ . you. 
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yofOp of which, in the whole courfe of thefe 
papers '^^ I have acknowledged myfelf incapable# 
While I bufy myfelf as a ftranger upon earth, 
and can pretend to no other than being a 
looker.on, you are confpicuous in the bufy and 
polite worldt both in the world of men, and 
that of letters. While I am filent and unob« 
ferved in public meetings, you are admired by 
all that approach you as the life and genius of 
the converfation. What an happy conjundlion 
of different talents meets in him whofe whole 
difcourfe is at once animated by the ftrength 
and force of reafon, and adorned with all the 
graces and embcUiftmcnts of wit ! When learn- 
ing irradiates conuuon life, it is then in its 
higheft ufe and perfection ; gnd it is to fuch as 
your Lordlhip, that the fciences owe the efteem 
which they have with the adtive part of man- 
kind. Knowledge bf books in reclufe men, is 
. like that fort of lantern which hides him who 
carries it, and ferves only to pafs through fecret 
and gloomy paths of his own j but, in the pof* 
leffion of a man of buiinefs, it is as a torch in 
the hand of one who is willing and able to ihew 
thofe who were bewildered, the way which 
leads to their profperity and welfare. A gene* 
rous concern for your country, and a pafBon 
for every thing which is truly great and noble, 

* This Letter was originally prefixed to the fccond volume 
«f « The Spcaator." 

y 4 . are 
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arc what aftuate all your life and aftions ; and T 
hope you will forgive me that I have an ambi*' 
tion this book may be placed in the library of 
fo good a judge of what is valuable, in that li- 
brary where the choice is fuch, that it will not 
be a difparagement to be the meaneft author in 
it. Forgive me, my Lord, for taking this oc- 
cafion of telling all the world how ardently I 
love and honour you ; and that I am, with the 
utmofl: gratitude for all your favours, my Lord, 
your Lordfiiip's moft obliged, moft obedient^ 
4nd inolt humble fervant^ The Spectator* 



LETTER CCCCIL 
T6 Mr. Po?E. 

P^AR Sir, Jan..20,x7ii-i2« 

I HAVE received youf very kind letter. 
That part of it which is grounded upon 
your belief that I hav(? much affeaion and 
' friendfliip for you, I receive with great plea^ 
fure. That which acknowledges the honour 
done to your ^* Effay ^ " I have no pretence to ; it- 
was written by one whom I will make you ac- 
quainted with, which is the beft return I caa 
make to yqu for your favour to, Sir, your moft 
obliged humble feryant, Rich, Steez^e, 

* Xhis relates to the Spectator, N® CCLIII. which was 
written by Addifon, and pays a handfome compliment to Popc'^ 
♦< Effay on Critipifm.** 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCIir. . 
To Mn Pope, 
Sir, June i, 171a/' 

I AM at a folitude*, an houre between Hamp- 
{lead and London, wherein Sir Charles 
Sedley died-f*. This circumftancc fet me a 
thinking and ruminating upon the employments 
in which men of wit exercife themfelves. It 
-was faid of Sir Charles, who breathed his lail 
in this room, 

*' Sedley has that prevailing gentle art, 

** Which can with a rcfiftlcfs charm impart 

** The loofeft wiflies to the chafteft heart j 

•* Raife fuch a conflift, kindle fuch a fire 

** Between declining vytac and dcfire, 

•* Till the poor v^nquilh'd maid Jiflblves away, 

" In dreams all night, in fighs and tears all day.** 

This was an happy talent to a man of the town; 
but, I dare fay, without prefuming to make 
uncharitable conjedtures on the author's prefent 
condition, he would rather have had it faid of 
him that he prayed, 

" Oh thou my voice infpire, 
«* Who touch'd Kaiah's hallow'd lips with fire !'* 

I have turned to every verfe and chapter, and 
think you have preferved the fublime heavenly 

• * It is to be feared lihere were too many^cuniary reafons^for 
l^is temporary folitude. 
f About eight or nine years before the date of this letter. 
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fpirit throughout the whole, cfpecially at-*i 
«* Hark a glad voice''--and-^*^ The lamb with 
** wolves Ihall graze/' — ^^There is but one line 
which I think below the original : 

** He wipes the tears for ever from our eyes.*^ 

You have exprefled it with a good and pious^ 
but not fo exalted and poetical a fpirit as the 
prophet, ^* The Lord God will wipe away tears 
^ from off all faces.** if you agree with me ia 
this, alter it by way of paraphrafc or otherwife, 
that, when it comes into a volume, it. may be 
amended. Your poem is already better than 
the PoUio* I am your, &c. Rich. 3t£^le« 



BETTER CCCCiy. 

From Mr, Poee* 

June i8, 171a. ' 

YOU have obliged me with a very kind 
letter, by which I find you Ihift the fcefie 
of your life from the ]town to the country, ^nd 
enjoy that mixed ftate which wife men both de- 
iight in and are qualified for. Methinks the 
moralifts and philofophers have generally run 
too much into extremes, in commending entirely 
cither folitude, or public life. In the former, 
men for the moft part grow ufelefs by too much 
reft ; and in the latter, are deftroyed by too 

much 
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much precipitation ; as waters, lying ftill, put 
triff, and are good for nothing, and running 
violently on do but the more, ipifchief in their 
pafiage to others, jTnd are fwaliowed up and loft 
the fooner themfelves. Thofe indeed, who can 
be ufeful to all ftates, Ihould be like gentle 
ftreams, that not only glide through lonely val- 
Ues and fdrefts amidft the flocks and the ihep- 
herds, but vifit populous towns in their courfe, 
and are at once of ornament and fervice to them. 
But there are another fort of people who feem 
defigned for foUtude; fuch, I mean, as have 
more to hide than to flipw. As for my own 
part, I am one of thofe of whom Seneca fays, 
*^ tam umbratiles funt, ut putent in turbido efle 
** quicquid in luce eft/* Some men, like fome 
pidures, are fitter for a corner than a full light; 
and, I believe, fuch as have a natural bent to 
fplitude (to carry on the former fimilitude) arc 
like waters,/which may be forced into fountains^ 
and, exalted into a great height, may make [i 
poble figure, and a louder noife ; but, after all, 
they would run more fmoothly, quietly, and 
plentifully, in their own natural courfe upon 
the ground'*. The confideration of this would 

* The foregoing fimilitudes Mr. Pope had put into vcrfe 
fome years before, and inferted into Mr. Wycherlcy's poem on. 
« Mixed Life.** We find them in the verfification very diftin6t' 
from the reft of that poem. See his Pofthumous Works, 8vo, 
pp. 3 and 4, 

^ z make 
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make me very well contented, with the pofleffioit 
only of that quiet which Cowley calls the com* 
panion of obfcurity. But whoever has. the Mufes 
too foe his companions, can never be idle 
enough to be uneafy. Thus, Sir, you fee I 
would flatter myfelf into a good opinion of my 
own way of living. Plutar!ch»jiift now told me, 
that it is 'in human life as ifi a* game at tables, 
where a man may wilh for the higheft call, but, 
if his chance be otherwife, he is e*cn to play it 
as well as he can, and to make th^ beft of it. I 
am your, &c. A* Po? e, 



LETTER CCCCV. 
From Mr. Pope. 

July 14 1712. 

YOU formerly obferved to me, that no- 
thing made a more ridiculous figure in a 
man^s life, than the difparity we often find in 
him Tick and well : thus one of an unfortunate 
conftitution is perpetually exhibiting a miferable 
example of the weaknefs of his mind, and of his 
body, in their turns. I have had frequent op- 
portunities of late to confider myfelf in thefe 
different views, and, I hope, have received fome 
advantage by it, if what Waller fays be true, that 

" The foul's dark cottage, batter'd and decay 'd, 
" Lets in new light thro* chinks that time has made." 

Then 



d by Google 



TO HIS FRIENDS. 333 

^hen furely ficknefs, contributing no Icfs than , 
old age to the ihaking down this fcaffolding of 
the body, may difcover the in\vard ftrudure 
more plainly. Sicknefs is a fort of early old 
age : it teaches us a diffidence in our earthly 
ftate, and infpires us with the thoughts of a fu- 
ture^ better than a thoufand volumes of philo- 
fophers and divines. It^gives fo warning a con- 
cuffion tothofe props of our vanity, our ftrength 
and youth, that we think of fortifying ourfelves 
within, when there is fo little dependance upon 
our outworks. Youth, at the very beft, is but a 
betrayer of human life in a gentler and fmbother 
manner than age : it is like a fiream that nou* 
rifhes a plant upon a bank, and caufes it to 
flourilh and bloflbm to the fight, but at the 
fame time is undermining it at the root in fe- 
cret. My youth has dealt more fairly and 
openly with me : it has afforded fevcral profpefits 
of my danger, and given me an advantage not 
very common to young men, that the attrad:ions 
of the world have not dazzled me very much ; 
and I begin, where moft people end, with a ' 
full conviftion of the emptinefs of all forts of 
ambition, and the unfatisfadtory nature of all 
human pleafures. When a fmart fit of ficknefs 
tells me this fcurvy tenement of my body will 
fall in a little time, I am e'en as unconcerned 
as was that honeft Hibernian, who, being in bed 
ki the great ftorm fome years ago, and told the 

houfe 
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hbufe would tumble over his head, made atl-* 
fwer, " What care I for the houfe, I am only a 
** lodger !*' I fancy it is the beft time to die 
when one is in the beft humour ; and fo esiceC* 
five weak as I now am, I may fay with confcl- 
ence, that I am not at all uneafy at the thought 
that many men, whom I never had any efteem 
for, are likely to enjoy this world after me* 
When I refleft what an inconfiderable little atom 
every fingle man is, with refpedt to the whole 
treation, methinks it is a Ihame to be concerned 
iat the removal of fuch a trivial animal as I am. 
The morning after my exit the fun will rife as 
bright as ever, the flowers fmell as fweet, the 
plants fpring as green, the world will proceed 
in its old courfe, people will laugh as heartily, 
and marry as faft, as they were ufed to do. ^* The 
** memory of man,*' as it is elegantly expreffed in 
the Book of Wifdom, ** paflTeth away as the remem* 
** brance of a gueft that tarriethrbut one day*" 
TTlere are reafons enough, in the fourth chapter 
of the faftie book, to make any young man 
contented \yith the profped: of death. ^' For 
*' honourable age is not that which ftandeth in 
*' length of time, or is meafured by number of 
** years. But wifdom is the grey hair to men, 
** and an unfpotted life is old age. He was 
y taken away fpeedily, left wickednefs fhould 
** alter his underftanding, or deceit beguile his 
** foul," &c. I am your, &c, A.*Pope. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCVI* 

To Mr. LiNTOTTii 

Mn. Lii^TOTT, Aug. 4, 17 1 2, 

MR* ADDISON dcfircd me to tell you, 
that he wholly difapprovcs the manner of 
treating Mr. Denais in a little pamphlet by way 
of Dr. Norris's account *. When he thinks fit' 
to take notice of Mr. Dennis's objedMons to his 
writings -f*, he will do it in a way Mr. Dennis 
ihall have no jufl reafon to complain of. But 
when the papers abovementioaed were offered 
to be communicated to him, he faid he could 
not, either in honour or confcience, be privy 
to fuch a treatment, and was forry to hear ofit** 
lam, Sir, your very humble fervant„ 

Richard Steele. 



LETTER CCCCVIL 

From Mr. Pope, 

Nov. 7, 1)12. 

I WAS the other day in company with five 
or fix men of fome learning ; where chanc- 
ing to mention the famous verfes which the Em- 

* Of the frenzy of Mr. John Dennis s a narritWc written by 
Mr. Pope. See his letter to Mr. Addifoa of July 20> 171 j» 
t Remarks upon Cato. 

peror 
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peror Adrian fpoke on his death-bed^ they were 
all agreed that it was a piece of gaiety unwgr- 
thy of that prince in thofe circumftances. I 
could not but differ from this opinion: me- 
thinks it was by no means a gay, but a very fe- 
rious foliloquy to his foul at the point of its de- 
parture ; in which fenfe I naturally- took the 
verfes at my firft reading them, when I was very 
young, and before I knew what interpretation 
the world generally put upon them. 

** Animula vagulai bhndula^ 
•* Hofpes comefque corporis, 
. ** Quae nunc abibis in loca ? 
*^ Pallidula, rigida, nudula, 
** Nee (ut foles) dabis joca?" 

" Alas, my foul ! thou pleafing companion of 
•* this body, thou fleeting thing that art now 
" defcrting it ! whither art thou flying?' to 
*' what unknown fcene ? all trembling, fearful, 
" and penfive ! what now is become of thy for- 
** mer wit and humour? thou flialt jefl: an<J be 
** gay no more.'* 

I confefs, I cannot apprehend where lies the 
trifling in all this : it is the mofl natural and 
obvious refledion imaginable to a dying man : 
and if we coniider the Emperor was a heathen, 
that doubt concerning the future fate of his foul 
will fecm fo far from being the effed of want of 
thought, that it was fcarce reafonable he fiiould 

think 
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ttiittk otherwifc ; not to menltion that here h a 
plain confef&on induded of his belief in its im- 
mortality. The dimiputive epithets of vagula^ 
blanduUiy and the reft, appear not to nie as cx- 
preffions of levity, but father of endearment and 
concern; fuch a^ we find in Catullus, and the 
authors of Hendeca-fyllabi after him, where they 
areufed to cxprefs the utmoft love aftd tender*^ 
nefs for their miftrefles. If you think me right 
in my notion of the lafl: words of Adrian, be 
pieafed to infert it in the Spediator * 5 if npt, to 
fupprefe it* I am, &c. A. Pope* 

Adriani morientis ad ANtMAM. Tranilated.. 

Ah, fleeting fpirit ! wandering fire, 

Th^t long haft warm'd my tender breaft> 
Muft thou no more this frame infpire ? 

No more a pleating, chearful gucft ? 
Whither, ah whither art thou flying I 

To what dark, undifcovcrM fhore ? 
Thou fecm^ft all trembling, Ihivering, dying. 

And wit and humour are no more ! 



LETTER CCCCVIII. 
To Mr. PoFE, 

Nov. 12, 1712. 

IHAVe read over your " Temple of Fame'* 
twice, and cannot find any thing amifs, of 
weight enough to call a fault, but fee in it a 

* Sec Spf aator, N« DXXXIL Nov, lO, 1712. 

Z thoufand 
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tbdufand tbQufand beauties. Mr. Addifon ibatH- 
fee it to-morrow : after his perufal of it^ I wiU 
let you know his thoughts. I de6re you would 
let me koow whether you are at leifure or not ? 
I have a <lefign*, which I ihall open a month or 
two henc^i with the affiftance of the few like 
yourfelf. If your thoughts are unengaged^ I 
ihall explain myfelf further. I am your, &c. 

RiCHARP ST££L£« 



LETTER CCCCIX. 
From Mr. ?oPt. 

Nov. 16, iyu* 

YOU oblige me by the indulgence you 
have fliewn to the poem I fent you, but 
will obligtTme much more by the kind fevcrity 
I hope for from you. Ko errors are fo trivial 
but they deferve to be mended. But fince you 
fay you fee nothing that may be called a fault, 
can you but^think it fo, that I have confined the 
attendance of -f* guardian fpirits to Heaven's fa- 
vourites only ? I could point you to feveral, but 
it is my bufinefs to be informed of thofe faults 
I do not know ; and as for thofe I do;, not to 
talk of them, but to correct them. You fpeak 
of that poem in a ftyle I neither merit, nor ex- 

♦ This was " The Guardian," in which Pope afliftcd. 
t This is not now to be found ia the *• Temple of Fame/* 
w)iich U the poem here fpoken of. 

peft; 
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ptSt ; but, I affure you, if you freely mark ot 
daih out, I ihall look upon your blots to be its 
greatell beauties : I mean, if Mr. Addifon and 
yourfelf Ihould like it in the whole ; otherwife. 
the trouble of corrcftion is what I would not 
take, for I was really fo diffident of it as to let 
it lie by me thefe * two years, juft as you now 
fee it. I am afraid of nothing fo much as to 
impofe any thing on the world which is unwor- 
thy of its acceptafice. 

As to the laft period of your letter, I Ihall be 
very ready and glad to contribute to any defign 
that tends to the advantage of mankind, which, 
I am fure, all yours do •f* I wilh 1 had but as 

much 

* Hence it appears thii poem was written before the author was 
twenty-two years old« 

t In a fubfequent letter to Mn Addifon, Pope fays> " As I 
" hope, and would flatter myfelf, that you know me and my 
/' thoughts fo entirely as never to bs miflaken in either, fo it is a 
'* pleafure to me that you have gueffed fo right in regard to the 
** author of that Guardian you mentioned* But I am forry to 
'' find it has taken air that I have fome hand in thofe papers, be* 
*< caufe I writ fo very few, as neither to deferve tlie credit of fuch 
** a report with fome people, nor the difrepute of ic with others* 
« An honef^ Jacobite fpoke to me the fenfe or nonfenfe of tha 
« weak part of his party very fairly, that the gobd people took It 
*< ill of me that I writ with Steele, though upon never fo indif« 
<< ferent fubje£ts* This, I know«. you will laugh at as well as I 
** do ; 'yet I doubt not but many little calumniators, and perfony 
*' of four difpoiitions, will take occaiiOn hence to befpatter me. I 
** confefs, t fcorn narrow fouls of all parties, and, if I renounce 
" my reafon in religious matters, I will hardly do it in any other. 
** I cannot imagine whence it comes to pafs that the few Guar* 
" dians I have written are fo generally known for mine : that ia 
" particular which you mention t never difcQYered to imy man 

i % *' but 
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much capacity as leifure^ for I am perfc3ly 
Idle (a fign I have not much capacity). 

If you will entertain the beft opmion of me^ 
be plcafed to think me your frieod. Affurc 
Mr. Addifon of my moft faithful fcrvice; of 
every one's efteem he muft be aflured already; 
I am your, &c. A. Pope,* 

LETTER CCCCX. 
Frona Mr. Pope. 

Nov. 29, 1 7 ra. 

I AM forry you publiihed that notion abou« 
Adrian's verfes * as mine i had I imagined 

** but the publilber, till very lately : yet'almoft every body cold me 
" of it. As to his taking a more politic turn, I cannot any way enter 
** into that fecret, nor have I been let into it any more than into> 
** the reft of his politics. Though it is faid^ he will take intO' 
•* thefe papers alfo feveral fub}c£ts of the politer kind, as before : 
*** but, I aflure you, as to myfelf, I have (|uite done with them 
" for the future.. The little I have done^ and the great refpe£i I 
*' bear Mr. Steele as a man of wit» has rendered me a fufpefired 
<< Whig to fome of the violent ; but (as old Dry den fald before 
** me) it is not the violent I deiign to pleafe.'* 

* In the Speftator above referred to, p. 537, Steele fays, " I 

'' claim tomyfelf the me;^it of having extoued excellent pro- 

" du£lions from a perfon of the greateft abHities, who would not 

*^ havp let them appeared by any other me^ns; to have animated 

<' a few young gentlemen into worthy purfuits, who will be a. 

*' glory to our age ; and at aU time$, and by all poflible meaoa 

V in my power, undermined the interefts of ignorance, vice, and 

** folly, and attempted to fubftitute in their fica^ learning, pi* 

■^' ety, and gOod knCe, It it from this honeft heart, ihat I find 

'** royfelf honoured as a gentleman-uiher to the Arts and Sci<« 

** ences. Mr. Tickell and Mr. Pope have, it feems^ this idea 

*' of me. The former ha« written me an excellent paper of 

^<'. verfes in praife^ forfoothi of myfelf; and the other inclofed 

' *' for my perufal an admirabk poem, which,. I hope, will ihortly 

/Vre^thelight.*' 

you 
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yovL would ufe my name, I Ihould have expref* 
fed my fentiments with more modefty and dif- 
fidence. I only fent it to have your opinion^ 
and not to publifli my own, which I diflrufted. 
But 1 think the fuppofition you draw from the 
notion of Adrian's being addicted to magic, is a 
little uncharitable (" that he might fear no fort 
** of deity, .good or bad"), fince, in the third 
verfe,^he plainly teftifies his apprehenfion of a 
future ftate, by being felicitous whither his foul 
was going. As to what you mention of his 
ufing gay and ludicrous expreflions, I have 
owned my opinion to be, that the expreflions 
arc not fo, but that diminutives arc as often, in 
the Latin tongue, u&d as marks of tendernefs 
and toncern. 

jinima is no mote than " my foul/* nnimuh has 
the force of " my dear foul.*' To fay virge Mia. 
is not half fo endearing as virguncuia hUu/a ; 
and had Augvdlus only called H<»race lepidum^ 
Komineniy it had amounted to no more than that 
he thought him a ** pleafant fellow :*' it was thet 
bomunciolum that expreffed the love and tender- 
nefs that great Emperor had for him. And 
perhap^s I Ihould myfelf be much better pleafed, 
if I were told you called me *^ your little 
*^ friend,'* than if you complimented me with 
the title of " a great genius," or •* an eminent 
•* hand,*' as Jacob* does all his authors. I am 
your^ &c. ' A. Pope. 

♦ Jacob Tonfon. 

Z5 LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXL 

Tq Mr. pQPE. 

• Dec. 4, 1712. 

THIS is to defire of you that you would 
pleafe to make an ode as of a chearful dy- , 
ing fpirit; that is to fay, the Emperor Adrian's 
^* animula vaguiUj' put into :wo or three llanzas 
for mufic. If you comply with this, and fend 
me word fo, you will very particularly oblige 
your^ 8cc» Richard Stesle, 

LETTER CCCCXir. 
From Mr, Pope. 

Dec. ... 1712* 

I DO not fend you word I \eill do, but have 
already done the thing you defire of me. 
You have it (as Cowley calls it) juft warm from 
the brain. It came to me the firft moment I 
waked this morning : yet, you will fee, it was 
not fo abfolutely infpiration *, but that I had in 
my head not only the verfes of Adrian, but the 
fine fragment of Sappho, &c. 

The DviNG Christian to his Soul. O D E^ 
Vital fpark of heavenly flame ! 
Quit, oh quit this mortal frame : 
Trembling, hoping, lingering, flying, 
. — ^ Oh the pain, the blifs of dying ! 

Ceafe, fond Nature, ceafe thy fl:rife. 
And let me languifh into life. 

^ It has been fuggeded, that foroe part of what is here afcribed 
to infpiration, and faid to have come W4rin from ipope's heart, 
4n>pt originally from the pen of Flatmam 
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Hark ! they, wbifp^r ; Aagels iay/ 
Sifter Spirit, come away ! 
What is this abforbs n^ quite^ 
Steals my fenfes, fliuts my fight, 
Drowns my ^irits, draws my breath? 
Tdl me, my foul, can this be Death ? 

The worl<i reccdps ; it difappears ! 
Heaven opens on my eyes ! my cars 

With founds ftrapbic ring ! 
Lead, lend your wings ! I mount t I fly ! 
O Grave ! where is thy viftory ? 

O Death ! where is thy fting ? 



L E T T p: R CCCCXIII*. 
To HeUry Boyj-e t, Ef(j. 

Sir, ri7ia]. 

AS the profeffed 4efign of this work is to 
entertain its readers in general, without 
giving offence to any particular perfon, it would 
be difficujt to find out fo proper a patron for it 

* Prefixed to die third volume of ** The Spc£kator." 
f Youngeft fon of Charles Lord ClilFord. He was appointed 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to Ki|ig WillUm in March 17011 
was much efteemed by that prince ; and continued in that poft till 
Feb. i2» X797*S, when he was made one of the principal Secre- 
taries of State, in which ftatlon he remained till Sept. 20, i7io« 
On the acceilion of George I. Mr. Boyle was created Lord Carle* 
ton, and foon after made Preiideitt of the Council. He died un- 
married, March 14, i7H'5* '^^ ^^ kindneis of Mr. Boyle, 
and the friendlhip of Lord Halifa^r, Mr. Addifon was indebted for 
his firft introduAion to Lord Godolphin. See Budgelli p. 15;. 

Z 4 as 
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as yourfelfy there being none whofe merit la 
more univcrfally acknowledged by all parties, 
and who has niade himfclf more friends,^ and 
fewer enemies. Your great abilities, and un- 
queftionedjntegrijty, in thofehtgh .employments 
which you hav,e paffed through, would not have 
been able to have raifed you thiS general appro-> 
bation, had they not been acc«np*nied with 
that moderatiola in^n high foN:une, and that 
affability of manner^, which^ate fo <;onfpicuous , 
through all parts of your life. » YquKaverfion 
to any oftentatious arts of fetting to Ihow thofe 
great fervices which you have done the publick, 
has not likewife a little coata'ibuted to. that uoi- 
verfal acknowledgement which is |^aid yoii by 
your country. 

The confideration of this part of your cha- 
rafter, is that which hinders me from enlarging 
on thofe extraordin.^ry talents, which have given 
you fo great a figure in the Britilh' fenate, as 
well as in that elegance and' politenefs which 
appear in your niore retired cpijverfation. I 
ihould be unpardonable if, after wbiit I have 
faid, 1 ftould longer detain you with an addrefs^ 
of this nature ; I cannot, howeveii, conclude it 
without acknowledging thofe great obligation^ 
which you have laid upon, Sir, your moft obe- 
dient, humble fervant. The Spectator. 

BETTER 
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LETTER CjDCCXTV^ 
To the Duke of Marlborough f* 

My Lord, [1712.] 

AS It is natural to have a fondnefs for what 
has coft jis much time and attention to 

produce, 

♦ Prefixed to thf i^Ufth volume of <* The Spcaator." Sec a^ 
former letter to the i)ukc, p. 322. 

t John Chuwhill, -cldeft fon of Sir Winftati Churdiill, df 
Wootetr-Biifet^ in the county of Wiles, was born June «4« i6$o« 
The Duke o( YorK obtained for him an enfigncy in the guards fo. 
early as 1666 ; and a company of grenadiers, under the Duke of 
Monmouth, ia 1&72, at the i^ege of Maeflri^ht. On his return r 
he was appointed a lieutenant-colonel, a gentleman of the bed* 
chamber, and mafter of the robes to the Duke of York. Attend- 
ing the Duke int» Scotland, he had a regiment of dragoons } and 
was created Baron of Aymouth in that kingdom, Dec. i, i^8a«. 
^ K-ing James, on his accedion, appointed him gentleman of the 
bedchamber, captain of a troop of his life-guard ; and created hinou 
Baron Churchill of Sandridge, May 14, 1685. At the Revolu* 
Hon, he was continued gentleman of the bed-chamber ; fwora of 
the piivy council, Feb. 6, i68S«9; created Barl of Marlborough^ 
Aprils, 1689} the fame year was commander of the Englilh 
forces In Flanders, and in 1690 had the fame employmem in Irc«. 
land. He was, notwithftanding, difmiiled from the King's fer* 
vice, and even committed to the Tower on fufpicion of a plot. 
On the death of Queen Mary, he was recalled to the.privy council. j 
and appoiiited, June 19, 1698, governor to the Duke of Glou« 
Ctder, with thifs e«|raordinary compliment from the King, *' My* 
<* Lord, make him*ut what you are, and my nephew will be alt 
f^ I wiih to fee him.*' He was three times one of the lords juf- 
dces in the King's abfence; and, in 1701, commander in chief of 
the Engliih forces in Holland, and ambaHador extraordinary to. 
^he States General. King William having warmly recommended 
him to the Princefs Anne, he was, about a week after her Ma- 
yfly's acceflion, defied Koighc of the Garter; and, (oonafter^ 

appointed 
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produce, I hope your Grace will forgive my en* 
deavour to preferve this work from oblivion, by 
affixirlg-to it your memorable name. 

I ihali not here prefume to mention the illnf- 
trious paffages of your life, wbrch are celebrated 
by the whole age, and h^ve been the fubjeft of 
the moft fublime pens ; but if I could copvey 
you to pofterity in your private charadler, and 
defcribe the ftature, the behaViour, and afpeft, 
pf the Duke of Marlborougb, I queftion not 
but it lyould fill the reader with more agreeable 
images, and give him a more delightfuhenter* 
Cainment than what oan be found in the follow<»i 
ing, or any other book. 

One cannpt indeed without offence to your- 
fclf obferve, that jou excel the reft of man- 
appointed captain-general of all the forces, and ambaiTidor to The 
States. In 1702, he commanded the army in Flanders i and» a( 
kis return, was created, Dec. zi, Marquis of Blandford and DuW 
lif Marlborough. Ill 1704, in conrequence of the tiiemorable 
vi£lory at Hock (led, he was appointed a Prince of the Empire ; and 
had Mildenheim aliigned for hi& principality, Nov. i;^, 1705. Oq 
the f 9 th of January, 1710-11, finding the Q^iecn's prepolTtilion 
again fl his Duchefs could not be overcome, he carried a fuirendcr 
of all her places ro her Majefty ; and was himfelf difmilTed, Dec, 
30, 17 1 1. Upon the Earl of Godolphin's death, refolving to quit 
this kingdom, he embarked at pover, Nov. 14, 171^; an^ tho 
Duchefs followed him in February. On the acpeflion of King 
George I. he returned to London, Aug. 4, 1^7 14; and was again, 
Sept. 24, appointed captain-general of the land forces, mafter-ge* 
neral of ihe ordnance, and colonel of the firil regiment of foot-v 
guards. He died at Windfor Lodge, June 16, 1712, in the 72d 
year of his age, and was buried with great fol^mnity in Weftmin- 
fier-abbey, 

kind 
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kind in the lead, as well as the greateft endow- 
ments. Nor were it a circumftance to be njen* 
tioned, if the graces and attradionsof your per* 
fon were not the only pre-eminence you have 
above others, which is left, almoft, unobferved 
by greater writers. 

Yet how pleaffng would it be to thofe who 
ihall read the furprifing revolutions in your ftory, 
to be made acquainted with your ordinary life ' 
and deportment ! How pleafing would it be to 
hear that the fame man^ who had carried fire 
and fword into the countries of all that had op- 
pofed the caufe of liberty, and ftruck a terror 
into the armies of France, had, in the midft of 
his high flatiQp, a behaviour as gentle as is ufual ' 
in the firft fteps towards greatnefs ! And if it 
were poflible to exprefs that eafy grandeur, 
which did at once perfuade and command ; it 
would appear as clearly to thofe to come, as it 
does to his contemporaries, that all the great 
events which were brought to pafs under the 
condud of fo well-governed a fpirit, were the 
bleffings of Heaven' upon wifdom and valour; 
and all which feem adverfe fell out by divine 
permifSon, which we are not to fearch into. 

You have paffed that year of life wherein the 
jnoft able and fortunate Captain, before your 
time, declared he had lived enough both to na- 
ture and to glory ; and your Grace may make 
(hat reflcftion with much more jufticc. He fpoke 

^ it 
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it after he had arrived at empire by aa ufurpa* 
don ppon thofe whom he had enilaved ; but the 
Prince of Mildenheim may rejoice in a fovc- 
rdgnty which was the gift of him whofe doml* 
obns lie had preferved. ' 

• Glory eftablilhed upon the uninterrupted fuc- 
cefs of honourable defigns^ and actions, is not 
fubjeft to diminution ; nor can any attempts - 
prevail againft it, but in the proportion which 
the narrow circuit of rumour bears to the unli^ 
mited extent of fame. 

We may corigratulate your Grace not only 
upon your high atchievements, but likewife 
upon the happy expiration of your command, 
by which your glory is put out of the power of 
Fortune : and when your perfon ihall be fo too, 
that the Author and Difpofer of all things may 
place you in that higher maniion of l^lifs and 
immortality which is prepared for good prmces,- 
iaw- givers, and heroes, when he in his due 
time removes them from the envy of mankind, 
is the hearty prayer of, my Lord, youf Grace's 
n^oft obedient, moft devoted, humble fervant. 

The Spectator* 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXV. ' 
To Sir Miles Whakton, ' 

Sir, Fleet-ftreet, March" 5, 1712-15. 

I HAVE not the happinefs to be in the lea ft 
known to you, but have, with all England^ 
obligations to yoa for the greatncfs of mind 
which you exerted in refufing, not long ago *, 
to be made a peer of this realm in an hafty and 
furreptitious manner: it was not fo much as 
pretended that the dozen of nobles were then 
introduced for any other purpofe, but to gain a 
queftion of the higheft importsmce, no lefs than 
a queftion of peace and war. Were the point 
obtained by it never fo much conducive to our 
good, the novelty, if not obviated for the fu- 
ture, cannot but tend to the apparent danger of 
the Queen and all her fubje<9:s. It is from a re- 
port that there are another half dozen to be made 
within few days, that 1 am engaged to give you 
this trouble. 

You, Sir, who are adorned with- more than 
title, a fupcriority to it, from the refufal of it 
when .you thought it inconfiftent with honoVj^ 
are the propereft'man to be addreffed, when I 
confider the danger of making occafional Lords, 
and lay before the world this fatal novelty, as it 
affeds the Queen's moft Excellent Majefty, the 

* In January i7ii-x2# 

Houfe 
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Houfe of Peers, and the whole People of Eng- 
land. 

Honour is the confcience of domg juft and 
laudable a&ions, independent of the fuccefs of 
thofe actions. God is the fountain of this ho- 
nour, and animates and fupports all who are ac- 
tuated by it ; he is an inexhauftible fountain, 
and cannot be impaired by his creations. But 
if it be not prophane to mention, fo near after 
his Omnipotence, any diftin&ions we give one 
another here, I would proceed to fay, that it is 
not fo with fdvereigns upon earth, whom wc 
phrafe ^^ fountains of honour." They, alas ! arc 
themfelves diminilhed in proportion to what 
they grant out of themfelves. An unguarded 
and laviih hand, in grants of this kind, would 
very foon make the honour, flowing from a 
prince, of no value and confideration to thofe on 
whom it is beftowed, and take away any power 
of giving more from the giver. To come im- 
mediately to the point ; I aflert, that the nume- 
rous creation of Peers is the greateft wound that 
can be given to the prerogative. A Peer and 
his heirs are checks in the legiflature to the 
Queen and her heirs ; that part of the legifla- 
ture which is in the Queen, is apparently diml- 
niflied by fo much as flie gives out of it, from 
her own into other families. This is equally 
deftrudtive with relation to the merit of the per- 
fons on whom honour is conferred ; if they hap- 

pea 
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pen to be men who are barely unblameablc, 
without talents or high qualifications, they do 
but croud that illuflrious aflembly^ and, like all 
other crowds, they are ferviceable and hurtful 
but juft as they are infpired by thofe who have 
fkill to lead them. Thus the Crown is no way^* 
fure of their concurrence any farther than by 
promife of their firft vote; and they may 'ever 
after turn patriots on the fide of the people, to 
the conftant interruption of affairs ; for it gene- 
rally happens, that thofe who are confcious of 
an inability to promote bufinefs, give themfelves 
a figure, and fancy they are confiderable, from 
the power of retarding it. Thus much as to 
what regards the Queen's mofl: excellent Ma. 
jefty. 

As to the Houfe of Peers, it is vifible to any 
thing above a natural fool, that the power of 
each Lord is fo much lefs confiderable as it is 
repeated in other peifous : but the great hard- 
fliip to that great and aweful body, whofe pri- 
vileges have fo often been a fafety and protec- 
tion to the rights of us below them, I fay, the 
great hardihip to thefe noble patriots is, that 
when th^y are prepared with the moft ftriil hq- 
nour and integrity to do their duty in relation 
to their prince and country, all their deteripina- 
tions may be avoided by a fett of people brought 
in the moment before they come to a queftion. 
This has been done once, as I am credibly in^ 

formed. 
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foririfed, in fo frank a way, that there have befell 
Above fix at a time brought into that place^ 
without any farthjsr preamble than, ^* this gen- 
"** tleman's name is foi do not call him Mr. 
*' from this time forward, but my Lord, for hfe 
*' is now one of you : fit clofe there, let the 
^* gentleman fit dpwn ; I beg pardon, make way 
'« for his Lordlhip." 

* Now when we come to confider the introducf- 
tion of occafional Lords with regard to the 
people ; what can be more plain, than that it is 
doing all that is necefifary to take from therm 
both liberty and property at once. If ther« 
Were nothing in being a Lord, but the advan- 
•' tage of being received with more diftindtion and 
ceremony, let it be given to any who are de* 
lighted with it ; they may be well pleafed, and 
We dot hurt. But the cafe is much otherwife ; 
for from the very moment a man has a patent, 
and is introduced into the Houfe of Peers 
(though he was the day before notoriously igno- 
rant in our laws), men appeal to him from the 
decree of all the Judges. Befides this, the 
Lords are perpetual legiflators, and have ' a 
hand in the repealing as well as making laws ; 
by which means the whole conftitution may be 
fubverted by this one innovation. And it is 
plain, that the Prince who Ihould place fo en- 
tire a Confidence in his miniftry, as to give 
peerage upon their recommendation, would 

enable I 



d by Google 



TO' HIS FRIEND 8. 353 

enable them by that power in the legiflaturc, , 
joined to the execution of the regal authority as 
Ininifters, to give that prince .and nation tp the 
next potentate who fliould be powerful enough 
to receive and maintain fo vaft a prefent« 

However well difpofed men's minds may be, 
there are fome "things which are not to be corn** 
mitted to their wills. 

The whole conftitution is in danger, if this' 
matter is not prevented by fome future law ; 
and I think I have in my head a fufficient expe- 
dient, that can no way impair the prerogative 
of the Crown, the power of the Peers, or the li- 
berty of the people ; and that is, that a bill be 
brought in, to difable any peer tg vote in any cafe, 
till three years after the date of his patent. 

You fee, noble Sir, that, without giving the 
matter the leaft aggravation, I have Ihewn^ that 
if this avenue to the Houfe of Lords is not fhut, 
that Houfe mufl: be blown up by it as efFcdtually 
as it might have been by the combuftible mat- 
ter laid under it an age ago by Guido Faux. 

He that brings the torch into the room to fire 
it in the midft of the company, differs from him 
who und^pnines it only in point of modefty. 

It is amazing that fuch care ihould be taken 
to prohibit an occafional Conformift from being 
a conftable, and nobody takes it in his head to 
prevent an pccafional Lord from being a judge, 
nay, a legiflator. lam very willing that « good 
and honourable peace may expiate this ftcp, 
A a which 
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ivhich was made in the eye of the world without 
the leaft deference to a good and gracious Sove- 
reign, to an illuftrious Nobility, to a learned and 
knowing Gentry, to a great and valiant People : 
I fay, let even this ftep be forgiven for a good 
peace ; but let Hot that peace received its fane* 
tion from the repetition of it. If men cannot 
carry on the bufmefs of the natidn without fuch 
helps, they may as well in plain terms tell us 
they cannot maintain the conftitution, but they 
will alter it to one which they can. But how is 
this received with fo much indifference ? Why, 
meli qualified for power dire£k mankind by con- 
fulting their intereft, and managing their affec- 
tions ; but pretenders to adminiftration indulge 
the paffions of the multitude at the expence of 
their real intereft and advantage. It is by this 
latter method all the anarchical proccjcdings, 
which have of late diftradied this unhappy na- 
tion, have been tolerated. When the minds of 
' men" are prejudiced, wonderful effedls may be 
wrought againft common-fenfe. One weak ftep, 
in trying a fool for what he faid in a pulpit, with 
all the pomp that could be ufed to take down a 
more dangerous and powerful man than ever 
England yet has feen, coft the moft able Minif- 
try that ever any Prince was honoured with, its. 
being. The judgement of the Houfe of Lords 
was by this means infulted and evaded, and the 
anarchical fury ran fo high, that Harry Sache- 
verell fwelling, and Jack Huggins laughing, ! 

marched ! 
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marched through England in a triumph more 
than military. Many extraordinary things which 
have happened fmce^ have been brought about 
upon a maxim no deeper than pax hello potior^ 
** peace is better than war." A great many 
lies, grafted upon this unqueftionable truth, 
could not but produce wonders among all who 
pay taxes. But arithmetick is fo common an art, 
that the very common people, now their paflions 
are fallen, fee their cafe in one Iheet of paper, 
called, ** A View of the Taxes, Funds, and 
" public Revenues of England. Printed for 
" Tim. Child, at the White Hart, at the Weft 
" end of St. Paul's *.'* 

As for itiyfelf, what 1 have here fuggefted is 
from a very honefl heart, and I have an armour 
in my integrity againft all gainfayers. My com- 
fort is, that the laws of England are ftill in 
force ; and, though what I have faid may be 
unacceptable, I am furc it is not illegal. While * 
the laws are in being I am fafe, and no man can 
be fafe who outlives them. May I, whenever 
they expire, die with them ! 

I wifh you the long poffeffion of the honour 
in which «your generous behaviour has placed 
you in the minds of all true Englilhmen ; and 
am, with great refpedt, your moft obedient fer- 
vant, Francis HxcKs-f-. 

# In a paper called ** The Frotefter," by Mr. Ralph, pub- 
*liihed in 1753, N» 5, this piece is quoted as the produ^ion of 
Mr. Walpole. 
t Acknowledged by Steele as his own 20 171 5. 

Aaz LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXVI*. 

To the Earl of Wharton f. 

My Lord, [i7i2-i3J, 

THE author of the Spedator, having pre- 
fixed before each of his volumes the name 
of fome great perfon to whom he has particular 
obligations, lays his claim to your Lordfliip's 

♦ Prefixed to the fifth volume of " The Spcaator.** 
t Thomas Wharton was appointed by King Wiiliam Gonnp^ 
trailer of the Houfliold, Juflicc in Eyre South of Trent, and 
Lord-^Iicutenant of Oxfordlhirej created Vifcount Winchendon 
and Earl of Wharton, Dec. 23, 17065 appointed Lord -lieute- 
nant of Ireland, Nov. 15, 1708 (when Mr. Addiibn became 
his Secretary) j Lord Privy.feal, Sept, 24, 1714; and, Dec. 24, 
Marquis of Wharton and Malmeibury, in England ; and Earl 
of Rathfarnhara and Marquis of Catherlough, in Ireland. He 
died April 12, i7i5> in the 76th year of his age. He was 
fucceeded by his Ton Philip, whom King George I. in 171 8, cre- 
ated Duke of Wharton, purely in confideration of the merits of 
his noble father, as appears from the patent of his creation, which 
mentions ** King William's obligations to Lord Wharton for his 
" cpnftant and vigorous defence of the public libcrty,^ and the 
** Proieftant religion ;" and ftatcs, " how vigoroufly he fiipportcd 
" the intereft of King George, by the weight of his counfels, the 
** force of his wit, and the firmnefs of his mind, when his faid 
« Majefty's title to the fucceflion to this realm was in danger." 
An eminent hiflorian fays, ** he had as many friends as the con* 
** ftitution, and that only its enemies were bis; that he made- bo 
<< merit of his zeal for his country ; and that he expended above 
** 8o,ocol. for its fcrvice in elcftions," &c. There is in the 
Britiih Mufeum a tranfcript, by Dr. Birch, of a moft curious 
letter of Lord Wharton to King William, copied, it is faid, from 
an originaU communicated to that indefatigable tranfcriber by Mr. 
AAlc, wIVich we do not recolle6t to have feen lb print, though it 
well defervcs publication. See MSS« Birch. 4107. 

patronage 



d by Google 



TO HIS FRIENDS. 357 

^ronage upon the fame account. I mud con- 
fefs, my Lord, had not I already received great 
inftances of your favour, I Ihould have been 
afraid of fubmitting a work of this nature to 
your perufal. You are fo thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with the charafters of men, and all the parts 
of .human life, that it is impoffible for the leaft 
mifreprefentation of them to efcape your notice. 
It is your Lordfliip's particular diftindtion that 
you are mafter of the whole compafs of bufinefs, 
and have fignalized yourfelf in all the different 
fcenes of it. We admire fome for the dignity, 
others for the popularity of their behaviour; 
fome for their clearnefs of judgement, others 
for their happinefs of expreffion ; fome for the 
laying of fchemes, and others for the putting of 
them in execution. It is your Lordfhip only 
who enjoys thefe feveral talents united, and that- 
too in as great perfeftion as others poflcfs them 
fingly. Your enemies acknowledge this great 
extent in your Lordlhip's charadcr, at the fame 
time that they ufe their utmoft induftry and in- 
vention to derogate from it. But it is for your 
honour that thofe who are now youy enemies 
were always fo. You have adcd in fo much 
confiftency with yourfelf, and promoted the in- 
terefts of your country in fo uniform a manner, 
that even thofe who would mifreprefent your 
generous deiigns for the public good, cannot 
but kpprove the iteadinefs and intrepidity v^ ith 
A a 3 which 
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which you purfue them. It is a moft fenfible 
pleafure to mc that I have this opportunity of 
profeffing myfclf one of your great admirers^ 
and, in a very particular manner, my Lord, 
your Lordlhip's moft obliged, and moft obedi- 
ent, humble fervant. The Spectator. 



LETTER CCCCXVir*. 
To the Earl of Sunderland f • 
My Lord, [1712-13.J 

VERY many favours and civilities (received 
from you in a private capacity) which I 
have no other way to acknowledge, will, I hope, 
excufe this prefumprion ; but the juftice I, as a 
Spectator, owe your charadter, places mc 
above the want of an excufe. Candour and 
opennefs of heart, which (hine in all your words 
and anions, exadt the higheft efteem from ail 
who have the honour to know you ; and a win- 
ning condefcenfion to all fubordinate to you, 
made bufinefs a pleafure to thofe who executed 

* Prefixed to the fixth volume of " The Speftator." 
f Charles Spencer, Earl of Sunderland, who fucceeded to 
that title, Sept* 21, 1702, on the death of his father Robert. 
He was made Secretary of State, Dec. 5, 1706 ; and difmifled, 
June 14, 1710. Sept. x, 17151 he had a penfion of uool./«r 
annum fettled on him. April 16, I7i7> was again appointed 
Secretary of State j March 16, 1717-18, Lord Prefidcnr of the 
Council} Feb. 6, 1718-19, Groom of the Stole; and died 
April 19, 1722. He married Lady Anne Churchill, fecond 
daughter of John Duke of Marlborough; to whofe titles her 
eldeil furviving fon, Charles^ fucceeded in 1733. 

I it 
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it under you, at the fame time that it height- 
ened her Majeiiy's favour to all who had the 
happinefs of having it conveyed through your 
hands. A Secretary of State, in the intereft of 
mankind, joined with that of his fellow-fub- 
jedts, accomplilhed with a great facility and 
elegance in all the modern as well as antient 
languages, was a happy and proper member of 
a Miniftry, by whofe fervices your Sovereign 
is in fo high and flourilhing a condition, as 
makes all other Princes and Potentates powerful 
or inconfiderable in Europe, as they are friends 
or enemies to Great-Britain- The importance 
of thofe great events which happened during 
that Adminiftration, in which your Lordftiip 
bore fo important a charge, will be acknow- 
ledged as long as time fhall endure. I Ihall not, 
therefore, attempt to rehearfe thofe illuftriouj 
paffages ; but give this application a more pri- 
vate and particular turn, in deliring your Lord- 
ftiip would continue your favour and patronage 
to me, as you are a gentleman of the moft po- 
lite literature, and perfeftly accomplifhed in the 
knowledge of books * and men, which makes it 
necefTary to befcech your indulgence to the 
following leaves, and the Author of them : who 
is, with the greateft truth and refpedl, my Lord, 
your Lordftiip's obliged, obedient, and humble 
fervant. The Spectator. 

« His Lordflitp was the founder of the fplendid^and truly valu- 
able library at Althorp. 

Aa4 LETTER 
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LETTER CCCGXVIII. 
Pr. Swift to Mr. Addison, 

Sir, May 13, 1713, 

I WAS told yefterday, by feveral perfons, 
that Mr. Steele had reflefted upon me in his 
Guardian ; which I could hardly believe^ until, 
fending for the paper of the day, I found he 
had, in feveral parts of it, infinuated with the 
utmoft malice, that I was Author of the Exa- 
miner * ; and abufed me in the groffeft manner 
he could poflibly invent, and fet his name to. 
what he had written. Now, Sir, if I am not 
Author of the Examiner, how will Mr. Steele 
be able to defend himfclf from the imputation 
of the higheft degree of bafenefs, ingratitude^ 
a«id injuftice ? is he fo ignorant of my temper, 
and of my ftyle ? has he never heard that the 
Author of the Examiner (to whom I am altoge- 

* In the Guardian, N^ LIU. Mr, Steele fays, " Though 
<* fometimes I have been told by familiar friends, that they faw 
** me fuch a time talking to tbe Epcaminer ; oth^s, who have 
''Taillied roe for the fins of my youth, tell me, it is credibly re- 
*< ported that I have former fy lain with tbe Ex4mtnef -^I have 
** carried my point -, and it is nothing to me whether the Exa-< 
<* miner writes in the charafter of an eflranged friend^ or an ix^ 
•< afptrattd mifinfs.*" — By the firft of thefe appellations, Dr. 
Swift is to be uoderflood \ by the latter, Mrs. Manley, a^thorefa 
of the Atalantis, who likewife, in conjun^ion with Oldifwortba 
wrote in the Examiner, often under the direflion, and with the 
afliilaace^ of Swiftji but ^ftener without ieading-ftcings. 

thcr 
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ther a'ftranger*) did, a month or two ago, 
vindicate me from having any concern in it? 
Ihould not Mn Steele have firft expoftulated 
with me as. a friend? have I deferved this ufage 
from Mr. Steele, who knows very we)l that my 
Lord Trcafurer ^ has kept him in his employ- 
ment upon my intreatyand intcrceffion J ? My 

Lord 

* The reader will pleafe to recolleft the received opiniov, 
that Dr. Swift never wrote any Examiners after June 7, 1711. 
The curious may fee an accurate and fatisfaftory account ot the 
~ Examiner, and of this circunjftance particularly, in the new edi- 
tion of the Tatler with notes, vol. V. N® 210, p. 307, note, 

t Robert Harlcy, Earl of Oxford. 

J ** I fat till ten in the evening with Addifon and Steele : 
'* Steele will certainly lofe his Gazetteer's place, all the world 
«< decefting his engaging in parties." Swift, Journal to Stella, . 
Sept. 10, 1710. 

•* I was this morning with Mr. Lewis, the under-fecrctary 
<^ to Lord Dartmouth, two hours, talking politics, and contriv- 
<f ing to keep Steele in his office of (lampt paper : he has loft 
** his place of Gazetteer, three hundred pounds a year, for writ- 
*♦ ing a Tatler, fome months ago, againH: Mr. Harley, who 
♦* gave it him at firft, and raifed the falary from fixty to three 
** hundred pounds. This was devil iih ungrateful ; and Lewis 
** was telling me the particulars : but I had a hint given me, 
<' that X might fave him in the other employment $ and l«ave 
** was given me to clear matters with Steele. Well, I dined 
** with Sir Matthew Dudley, and in the evening went to fit with 
** Mr. Addifon, and offer the matter at ^idance to him as the 
'' difcreeter perfon ; but found party had fo poiTeffed him, that 
^* he talked as if he fufpe£led me, and would not fall in with 
^' anything 1 faid. So I flopt (hort in my overture, and we 
*' parted very dryly ; and 1 fliall fay nothing to Steele, and let 
*' them do as, they wi|l ; but if things ftand as they ^re, he wilt 
** certainly lofe it, unlefs I fave him ; and therefore I will not 
** fpeak to him^ that I may not report to his difad vantage. Is 
/^ no^ this vexatious } and is there fo much in the proverb of 

" proffered 
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3Lord ChaticcUor * and Lord Bolingbroke will b^ 
witnefles how I was reproached by my Lord 
Treafurer, upon the ill returns Mr. Steele made 
to his Lordliup's indulgence, &c, Jon« Swift. 



LETTER OCCCXiX. 

To Dr. Swift. 
Sir, May 19, 17 13. 

MR. ADDISON fliewed me your letter, 
wherein you mention me. They laugh 
at you, if they make you believe your intcrpo* 

"proffered fcrvice? When fliall I grow wife? I endeavour to 
'^ a£t in, the moft exa£t points of honour and con fcience, and 
** my nearefl friends will not underfland it fo. What muil a 
'• man expefifc from his enemies ? This would vex me, but it 
*' ihall not; and fo I bid you good night, &c." Jbid. 0£^. 22. 

'' Lewis told me a pure thing. I ha<i been hankering with 
•' Mr. Harley to favc Steele his other employment, and have a 
" little mercy on him, and I had been faying the fame thing to 
** Lewis, who is IVtr. Harley's chief favourite. Lewis teUs Mr. 
*' Harley, how kindly I (hould take it, if he would be reconciled 
" to Steele, &c. Mr. Harley, on my account, falls in with it, 
*^ and appoints Steele a time to let him attend him; which Steele 
•* accepts with great fubmiflion, but never comes, nor fends any 
" excufe. Whether it was blundering, fullennefs, infolence, or 
** rancour of party, I cannot tell ; but 1 Ihall trouble myfelf no 
" more about him. I believe Addifon hindered him out of 
** meer fpite, being grated to the foul to think he fhould ever 
"want my help to fave his friend j yet now he is foliciting 
** me to make another of his friends Queen's Secretary at Gc- 
" neva ; and I will do it if t can ; it is poor PadoraUPhilips." 
Ibid. Dec. 16. 

One ftcry is good till another is heard. See a very different ac- 
count of the whole tranfa6lion pointed out in a note on the new 
edition of the Tatler, utfupra, vol. VI. N® 228, p. 95, etfeq. 

* Lord Harcourt. 

fition 
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fiftion has kept me thus long in- my office* If 
you have fpoken in my behalf at any time, I am^ 
glad I have always treated you with rcfpcft; 
though I believe you an accomplice of the Ex- 
aminer. In the letter you are angry at, you fee 
I have no reafon for bekig fo merciful to him, 
but out of regard to the imputation you lie un- 
der. Y6u do not in dired: terms fay you arc not 
concerned with him : but make it an argument 
of your innocence, that the Examiner has de- 
clared you have nothing to do with him. I be- 
lieve I could prevail upon the Guardian to fay 
there was a miftake in putting my name in his 
paper: but the Englifli would laugh at us, 
Ihould we argue in fo Irifh a manner. I am 
heartily glad of your being made Dean of St. 
Patrick's. I am. Sir, your moft obedient hum- 
ble fervant, Richard Steele. 



LETTER CCCCXX. 

From Dr. Swift, 
Sir, 

* I may probably know better, when they are 

* ** It has unluckily happened thatcwo or three lines have been 
torn by accident from the beginning of this letter ; and, by the 
fame accident, two or three lines are mifling towards the latter 
party which were written on the back part of the paper which was 
torn off. But what remains of this letter will, 1 prefume, be very 
fatisfaflory to the intelligent reader, upon many accounts." For 
this note, and for tht letter itielf> we are indebted to the late 
Ileane Swift, efq. 

difpofed 
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difpofed . .... The cafe was thuf : 
I did, with the utmoft application, and defiriog 
to lay all my credit upon it, defire Mr. Harley 
(as he then was called) to Ihew you mercy ^. 
He faid, •* h« would, and wholly upon my ac- 
** count '. that he would appoint you a day to 
** fee him : that he would not expe<^ you ihould 
•* quit any friend or principle.'* Some days af- 
ter, he told me, ** he had appointed you a day, 
^* and you had not kept it ;'* upon which h^ re- 
proached me, as engaging for more than I could 
anfwer ; and advifed me to more caution ano- 
ther time. I told him, and defired ray Lord 
Chancellor -f and Lord Bolingbroke to be wit- 
neffes, that I would never fpeak for or againft 
you as long as I lived ; only I would, and that 
it was (till my opinion, you fliould have mercy 
till you gave further provocations. This is the 
hiftory of what you think, fit to call, in the fpi- 
rit of infulting, " their laughing at me :" and 
you may do it fecureJy ; for, by the moft inhu. 
man dealings, you have wholly put it out of my 
power, as a Chriftian, to do you the leaft ill of- 
fice. Next I defire to know, whether the great- 
eft fervices ever done by one man to another, 
may not have the fame turn as properly applied 
to them ? And, once more, fuppofe they did 
laugh at me, I alk whether my inclinations to 

* See above, pp. 360, 361* t Lord Harcourt. 

ferve 
3 



d by Google, 



TO HI 8 FRIENDS.. 361 

fcrve you merit to be rewarded by the vilcft 
treattnetit, whether they fucceeded or no? If 
your interpretation were true, I was laughed at 
only for your fake ; which, I think, is going 
pretty far to ferve a friend. As to the letter I 
complain of^ I appeal to your moft partial 
friends, whether you ought not either to have 
aiked, or written to tne, or defired to have been 
informed by a third hand, whether I were any 
way concerned in writing the Examiner ? And, 
if I had ihuffled^ or anfwered indirectly, or af- 
firmed, or faid, 1 would not give you fatisfac- 
tion ; yon might then have wreaked your re- 
venge with fome colour of juftice. I have fevc- 
ral times affured Mr. Addifon, and fifty others, 
** that I had not the leaft hand in writing any of 
^^ thofe papers ; and that I had never exchanged 
*' one fyllable with the fuppofed Author * in my 
" life, that I can remember, nor even feen hina 
*^ above twice, and that in mixed company, in 
" a place where he came to pay his attendance." 
One thing more I muft obferve to you, that, a 
year or two ago, when fome printers ufed to 
bring me their papers in manufcript, I abfo- 
lutely forbid them to give any hints againft Mn 
Addifon and you, and fome others ; and have 
frequently ftruck out reflexions upon you in 

• It is clear that Swift all along alludes to Oldifworth is the 
Author of tlic Examiner. Steele, on the contrary, fets out on tho 
fuppoficion that thofe papers were fllU the produ£tion of Swift and 
Mfs. Manlcy. 

particular. 
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particidar, and ihould (I believe) have done it 
ftill, if I had not wholly left off- troubling my- 
felf about thofe kind of things. 

I protefty I never faw any thing more liable 
to exception, than every part is of the letter 
you yifctc pleafed to write me. You plead, 
^' that I do not, in mine to Mr. Addifon, in di* 
f^ veSt terms, fay I am not concerned with the 
♦* Examiner." And is ihat an excufe for the 
moft favage injuries in the world a week before? 
How far you can prevail with the Guardian, I 
ihall not trouble niyfelf to enquire; and am 
more concerned how you will clear your own 
honour and confcience than my reputation. I 
ihall hardly lofe one friend by what you * . . 
• . . 1 know not any • . . • laugh 

at me for any abfurdity of 

yours. There are folecifms in morals as well as 
in languages; and to which of the virtues you 
will reconcile your condudt to me, is paft my 
imagination. Be pleafed to put thefe queftions 
to yourfelf : " If Dr. Swift be entirely innocent 
*' of what I accufe him, how fhall I be able to 
*^ make him fatisfa<ftion ? and how do I know 
«* but he may be entirely innocent ? If he was 
*' laughed at only becaufe he folicited for me, is 
** that fulEcient reafon for me to fay the vileft 
*^ things of him in print, under my hand, with- 
** out any provocation ? and how do I know but 

* Here the manufcript is torn. See p. 363. 

^'he 
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^ he may be in the right, when he fays I wai 
•* kept in my employment at his interpofition ? 
** If he never once refleded on me the leaft in 
*' any paper, and hath hindered many others 
•^ from doing it, how can I juftify myfelf, for 
*^ endeavouring in mine to ruin his credit as a 
*^ Chriftian and a clergyman ?" I am. Sir, your 
moft obedient humble fervant, JoK. Swift. ' 



LETTER CCCCXXL 
To Dn Swift. 

Sir, Bloomfbury, May 26, 17 13. 

I HAVE received yours, and find it is ittir 
poffible for a man to judge in his own cafe. 
For an allufion to you, as one under the impu- 
tation of helping the Examiner *, and owning I 
was reftrained out of refpedt to you, you tell 
Addifon, under your hand, *^ you think me the 

* When the curious reader has confidered what is forcibly al- 
]cd£;ed in the notes on the new edition of the Tatler ut fypra^ 
h^will probably be convinced of three things : i. That Steels's 
eftranged friend was really an accomplice of the Examiner, and 
an aftual writer in that Paper long after the time commonly fup- 
pofed; 2. That STEELE was not guilty of that ingratitude to 
Mr. Hariey, of which he has been accufed; and, 3. That t)ie 
difagi-eement of two fuch men as SwiFT and Steele is'a me* 
lancboly proof of the lengths to which party madnefs will carry 
even the bed of men. — But peace be to the manes of them both I 
The publilhcr of this volume will be happy if, by any little ep» 
de^vour of his, the wreath of fame which they have fo juftly ob^ 
tained ihould bloom more brightly. 

« vileft 
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*^ vileft.of mankind/* and bid hira tell me fo. I 
am obliged to you for any kind things faid in 
my behalf to the Treafurer; and affure you, 
when you were in Ireland, you were the con- 
ftant fubjcd of my talk to men in power at that 
time. As to the vikft of mankind, it would 
be a glorious world if I were : for I would not 
conceal my thoughts in- favour of an injured 
man, though all the powers on earth gain faid 
it, to be made the firft man in the nation. This 
pofition, I know, will ever obftruft my way in 
the world ; and I have conquered my defires ac- 
cordingly. I have refolved to content myfelf 
with what I can get by my own induftry, and 
the improvement, of a fmall eftate, without be- 
ing anxious whether I am ever in a Court again 
or not. I do affure you, I do not fpeak this 
calmly, after the ill ufage in your letter to Ad- 
difon, out of terror of your wit, or my Lord 
..Treafurer's power; but pure kindncfs to the 
agreeable qualities I once fo paffionately de- 
lighted in, in you. . You know, I know no- 
body, but one that talked after you, could tell 
** Addifon had bridled me in point of party." 
This was ill hinted, both with relation to him, 
Wd, Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant. 

Rich. Steele. 
I know no party; but the truth of the quef- 
tion is what I will fupport as well as I can, when 
any man I honour is attacked. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXXII. 

From Dr. Swift. 
' Sir, May 27, 1713. 

THE reafon I give you the trouble of this 
reply to your letter, is becaufe I am going 
in a very few ds^ys to Ireland : and although I 
intended to return towards winter, yet it may 
happen, from the common accidents of life, 
that I may never fee you again. 

In your yeflerday's letter, you are pleafed to 
take the complaining fide, and think it hard I 
Jhould write to Mr. Addifon as I did, only for 
an allufion. This allufion was on]y calling a 
clergyman of fome little diftindion an infidel; a 
clergyman, who was your friend, who always 
loved you, who had endeavbured at leaftto ferve 
you ; and who, whenever he did write any 
thing, made it facred to himfelf never to fling 
out the lead hint againft you. 

One thing you are pleafed to fix on me, as 
what you are furc of; that the Examiner had 
talked after me, when he faid, *^ Mr. Addifon 
•^ had bridled you in point of party/' I do not 
read one in fix of thofe papers^ nor ever knew 
he had fuch a pafifage ; and I am fo ignorant of 
this, that I cannot tell what it means :. whether, 
that Mr. Addifon kept you clofe to a party, or 
that he hindered you from writing about party. 
I never talked or writ 10 that author in my life ; 
fo that he could not have learned it from me. 
B b And, 
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And, in Ihort, I folemnly affirm, that> with re- 
lation tx) every friend I have, I am as innocent 
as k is poffible for a human creature to be. 
And, whether you believe me or not, I think, 
with fubmiffion, you ought to aft as if you be- 
lieved me, till you have demonftration to the 
contrary. I have all the miniftry to be my wit- 
neffes, that there is hardly a man of wit of the 
adverfe party, whom 1 have not been fo bold as 
to recommend often and with earneftnefs ta 
them : for, I think, principles at preferit are 
quite out of the cafe, and that we difpute wholly 
about perfons*. In thefe laft yoq and I differ ; 
but in the other, I think, we agree: for I have 
in print profeff^d myfelf in politicks to be what 
we formerly called a Whig. 

As to the great man 'f' whofe defence you un- 
dertake ; though I do not think fo well of him 
as you do, yet I have been the caufe of pre- 
' venting five hundred hard things being faid 
againft him. 

I am fenfible I have talked too much when 
myfelf is the fubjeft : therefore I conclude with" 
fincere wifhes for your health and profperity, 
and am. Sir, your, &c. Jon. Swift* 

You cannot but remember, that, in the only 
thing I ever publilhed with my name, I took 

* Steele fays,. " I thought it was the ihortcft way to impar- 
'^ tiality, to put myfelf beyond farther hopes or fear», by declaring 
<* myfelf at a time when the difpute is not about ferjorn and par- 
<* tie?, but things and caufes." TaT. N® 1934 

f T\\z Duke of Marlborough, 

care 
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care to celebrate you as much as I could *, and 
in as handfome a manner as I could, though it 
was in a letter to the prefent Lord Treafurer, ' 



LETTER CCCCXXin. 

To the Right Honourable the [Earl of Oxford]^ 
Lord High Treasurer of Great-Britain. 

My Lord, Bloomlbury-fquare, June 4, 1713. 

I PRESUME to give your Lordftiip this 
trouble to acquaint you, that having an am- 
bition to fefve in the enfuing parliafnent, I hum* 
bly defire your Lordfliip will pleafe to accept of 
my refignation of my office as Commiffioner of 
the Stamp Revenue. 

I fliould have done this fooner, but that 1 
heard the commiffion was paiEng without my 
name in it, and I would not be guilty of the 
arrogance of refigning what I could not hold. 
But having heard this fince contradid:ed, I am 

^ * In his " Propofal for correfllng the Englifli Tonguci," 
Swift fays, " I would willingly avoid repetition,^ having about a 
*' year ago communicated to the pubrick|Buch of what t had to 
** offer upon this fubjeft, by the hands of an ingenious gentlc- 
'* man, who for a long time did thrice a week divert or inftruft 
** the kingdom by his papers ; and is fuppofed to purfue the fanae 
** defign at prefent under the title of Spe6Vator. This author, 
*' who hath tried the force and connpafs of our language with fo 
•* much fuccefs, agrees entirely with me in rooft of my fcntiments 
^ relating to it j " fo do the greateft part of the men of wit and 
^ lavmogj whom I have had the happinefs to conterfe with." 

B b ^ obliged 
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obliged to give it up, as with great humility I 
do by this prefcnt writing. Give rre leave on 
this occafion to fay fomething as to my late con- 
dudt^ with relation to the late men in power, 
and to aiTure you whatever I have done, faid, or 
written, has proceeded from no other motive, 
but the love of what I think truth. For merely 
as to my own affairs, I could not wifii any man 
in the adminiftration rather than yourfelf, who 
favour thofe that become your dependants with 
a greater liberality of heart than any man I have 
ever before obferved. When I had the honour 
of a Ihort converfation with you, you were 
pleafed not only to fignify to me, that I ihould 
remain in this office, but to add, that if I would 
name to you one of more value, which would be 
more commodious to me, you would favour me 
in it. I am going out of any particular depend- 
ance on your Lordihip ; and will tell you with 
the freedom of an indifferent man, that it is im* 
poffible for any man who thinks, and has any 
public fpirit, not to t;r^mble at feeing his coun- 
try, in its prefent circumftances, in the hands 
of fo daring a genius as yours. If incidents 
ihould arife, that ihould place your own fafety^ 
and what ambitious men call greatnefs, in ^ ba- 
lance againft the general good, our all dep)isnds 
upon your choice under fuch a temptation. 
You have my hearty and fervent prayers to 
Heaven, to avert all fuch dangers from you* I 
thank your Lordihip for the regard and diilmc- 

tion 
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rion which you have at fundry times fliewed 
me ; and wifh you, with your country's fafety, 
all happinefs and profperity. Share, my Lord, 
your good fortune with whom you will ; while 
it lafts, you will want no friends; but if any 
adverfe day happens to you, and I live to fee it, 
you will find I think rnyfelf obliged to be your 
friend and advocate. This is talking in a ftrange 
dialed from a private man to the firfl of a na- 
tion ; but to defire only a little, exalts a man's 
condition to a level with thofe who want a great 
deal. But I beg your Lordihip's pardon ; and 
am, with great refpeft, my Lord, your Lord- 
Chip's mod obedient, and moft humble fervant, 

Richard Steele. 



I 



LETTER CCCCXXIV*. 

To Mr. METHUENf. 

Sir, ^ [i7i3]* 

T is with great pleafure I take an opportu^ 
nity of publiihing the gratitude I owe you 

* ?refixed to the feventii volume of " The Spe£tator.** 
t Afterward Sir Paul Methuen, Knight of the Bath. Thb 
very ingenious gentleman, whilft AmhalTador at the Court of 
Portugal, concluded the famous comroercitl treaty which hears his 
name $ and, in the fame capacity at the Court of Savoy, exened 
himfelf nobly as a military hi^ro. On his return, he was fuccef- 
£vely appoipted to feveral important offices in the State $ a Com- 
miffioner of the Admiralty, Nov. S, 1709 j of the Treafury, Oft. 
i3» 17149 Comptroller of the Houfliold, June 4, ijiOi Trea* 
furer of the Houiholdi 17^5 ; and a Commiflioner for infpefting ^ 
the Law, Sept. 15, 1732. He reprefented the borough of Brack* 
ley in the feveral parliaments which met in 1713, 1714, l^i*p 
ntf^ and 1734; and died April 11, 1757, aged $6. 

B b 3 for 
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for the place you allow me in your friendfhip 
and familiarity. I will riot acknowledge to you 
that I have often had you in my thoughts, when 
I have endeavoured to draw, in fome parts of 
thefe difcourfes, the cbarai^er of a good-na- 
tured, honeft, and accompliihed gentleman. 
But fuch reprefentations give my reader an idea 
of a perfoii blaniele^fs only, or only laudable for 
fuch perfedlions as extend no farther than to his 
jDwn private advantage ai^d reputation. 

But when 1 fpeak of you, 1 celebrate one who 
has had the happinefs of poffeffing alfa thofe 
qualities which make a man ufeful to fociety, 
and of having had opportunities of exerting 
them in the moft confpicuous manner. 

The great part you had, as Britiih ambaffa- 
jdor, in procuring and cultivating the advanta- 
geous commerce between the courts of England 
and Portugal, has purchafed you the lafting 
jfefteem of all who underftand the intereft of ei- 
ther nation. 

Thofe perfonal excellencies which are over- 
rated by the ordinary world, and too much neg- 
ledted by wife men, you have applied with the 
jufteft ikill and judgement. The moft graceful 
. addrcfs in horfemanlhip, in the ufe of the fword, 
and in dancing, has been employed by you as 
lower arts ; and as they have occaiionally ferved 
to cover; gv introduce phe talents of a ikilfuj 
Miniiler. 

Put 
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But your abilities have not appeared only in 
t!>ne nation. When it was your province to aft 
as her Majefty's minlfter at the court of Savoy, 
at that time inc^mped, you accomplanied that 
gallant Prince through all the viciffitudes of his 
fortune, and Ihared by his fide the dangers of 
that glorious day in which he recovered his ca- 
pital. As far as it regards perfonal qualities, 
you attained, in that one hour, the higheft mi- 
litary reputation. The behaviour of our Minif- 
ter in the aftion, and the good offices done the 
vanquifbed in the name of the Queen of Eng- 
land, gave both the conqueror and the captive 
the moft lively examples of the courage and ge- 
nerofity of the nation he reprelented. 

Your friends and companions in your abfence 
frequently talk thefe things of you; and you 
cannot hide from us (by the moft difcreet-filence 
in any thing which regards yourfelf) that the 
frank entertainment we have at your table, your 
eafy condefcenfion in little incidents of mirtfi 
^nd diverfion, and general complacency.of man- 
ners, are far from being the greateft obligation* 
we have to you. I do affure you, there is not one 
of your friends has a greater fenfe of your merit 
in general, and of the favours you every day do 
us, than. Sir, your moft obedient, and moft 
):^umble feryant, Richarp Steele, 



Bb4 LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXXV*. 

To the Wotlhipful Mn John Snow, Bailiff of 
Stockbridgc t- 

Sir, [September, or Oftober, 17 13] 

ACCORDING to my' promife when I took 
my leave of you, I fend you all the pam- 
phlets and papers which have been printed fince 
the diffolution of the laft parliament; among 
thefe you will find your humble fcrvant no fmall 
man, but fpoken of more than once in print 2 
you will find I take up whole pages in the Exa^ 
miner f and that there is a little pamphlet written 
wholly upon me, and diredted to me J. As you are 
the m3,giftrate pf the town wherein, of all places 
in the world, it concerns mp mod to appear a dif- 
ferent man from the perfpn whorn thefe writers 
reprefent me, I addrefs my vindication to you, 
and, at the fame time, to the whole Borough §• 

What 

* This Letter is extra£led from " The Importance of Dunkirk 
** confidered ; in Defence of the Guardian of Auguft the 7th, 1713, 
« in a Letter to the Bailiff of Stockbridge.'* For the political 
part, which is here omitted, the reader is referred to Steele's Poli* 
tical Writings, p. 23, etfeq. 

t In a "Journey to Exeter, 17 16," Gay fays, 
f' Of all our race of mayors fhall iSnow alone 
<< Be by Sir Richard's dedication known }" 
% *< The Honour and Prerogative of the Qgccn's Majefty vin» 
<< dicated and defended againft the unexampled Infolence of the 
** Author of the Guardian : In a Letter from a Country Whig to 
ff Mr. Steele," 

§ Thb Epiftlc was follqwcd. Nor. z, 1713, by oac pf the fe- 

VF*c(t 
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What was urged concerning Dunkirk^ iii the 
Letter to the Guardian, was apparently and pro- 
ieffedly laid before the miniftry, that they might 
not be unmindful of what the Britifh nation ex. 
pe& from them. I fay again and agab^ if once 
men are fo intimidated as not to dare to offer 
their thoughts upon public affairs, without to* 
curring the imputation of offending againft the 
prerogative of their Prince ; that Prince, wbat« 
ever adrantage his minifters might make of his 
prerogative, would himfclf fo6n have no prero- 
gative but that of being deceived* As for mjr 
part, I have that fincere and faithful duty to her 
Majefty, that I will never fear ta attempt any 
thing that 1 am able for her fcrvicc, however 
her favour may be intercepted from me. The 
Examiner accufes me of ingratitude, as being 
adually Under falary, when I writ the letter to 
the Guardian ; but he is miiiaken in that parti* 
cular, for I. had refigned, not only my office in 
the flamp duties^, but alfo my penfion as fervant 

to 

▼ereft produftions of Swift, intituled, " The Importtncc of the 
** Guardian con6deredy in a fecond Letter to the Bailiff of Stock- 
^* bridge, by a Friend of Mr. Steele;*' in which " poor Dick** ii 
unmercifully belaboured by the ColofTus of the oppofite. party. 

• This he had done, June 4, 1713 ; fee p. 371. The '* Guar- 
f* dian" complained of, under the fignature of " Englilh Tory," 
yras not publifhed till Auguft 7.— Swift on this occaiion invidi* 
ouily fays, '* i. A new commiiTion was every day expe£(ed for the 
^< flampt-paper, and he knew his name would be left out { and 
** therefore his reiignation would be an appearance of virtue 
** cheaply bought. 2. He dreaded the violence of creditors^ 
M againft which bis'employaients were no Ynanner of fecurity^ 

" 3. Being 
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to his late Royal Highnefs, which her Majefty 
hath been gracioufly pleafed to continue to the 
whole family of that excellent Prince : I diveftr 
cd myfelf of all that I was fo happy to enjoy by 
her ^Majefty's goodnefs and favour, before I 
would prefumc to write any thing, which was fo 
apparently an advertifcment to thofe employed 
in her fervice, 

I have thrown away all expectations of prefer- 
ment for the happincfs of ferving in parliament, 
and for the hopes of having a vote in the legiila- 
ture in the prefent great crifis of affairs : as long 
as I enjoy this ftation (from which the Examiner 
takes the liberty to fuggeii I ihall be expelled) 
I fhall follow no leader or leaders, but at^, that 
is to fay, vote, according to the didates of ray 
confcience, in the public fervice. • • • * ^ 

Mr. Bailiff, as there have been very unjuft re- 
prefentations given of me in your town, as that a 
man of fo fmall fortune as 1 am muft have fecret 
^iew? or fiipports, which could move him to 
leave his employments, and lofe a crowd of well- 
wifhers, to fubjed: himfelf, as he muft know he 
has, not only to the difefteem, but alfo the 
fcorn and hatfed of very many, who, before he 
intermeddled with the publick, had a partiality 
towards him : I anfwer, that I indeed have par- 
ticular views ; and, though I may be ridiculous 

** 3. Being a pcrfon of great fagacity, he hath fome forefight of a 
•• change, from the ufual age of a miniftfy, which is now almoft 
*< expired j from the little mifunderftandings that have been re- 
** ported fometimes to happen among the men in power j >ftom th? 
** Bill of Commence being rejected/* &c. &c. 

for 
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for faying it, 1 hope I am animated in my con- 
duit by a grace which is as little praftifed as 
underftood, and th^t is charity. It is the hap* 
pinefs and comfort of all men, who have a re* 
gard to their fellow-creatures, and defire their 
g6od>will upon a proper foundation, that every 
thing which is truly laudable is what every man 
living may attain. The greatcft merit is in 
having focial virtues, fuch as juftice and truth, 
exalted with benevolence to mankind. Great 
qualifications are not praifes to the poffeffor but 
from the application of them ; and all that 4s 
)uQly commendable among men, is to love and 
ferve them as much as it is in your power, with 
a contempt of all advantages to yourfelf (above 
the conveniencies of life) but as they tend to 
{he fervice of the publick. He who has warmed 
his heart with irapreffions of this kind, will find 
glowings of good-will, which will fupport him 
in the fervice of his country againft all the ca- 
lumny, reproach, and inventive, that can be 
thrown upon him. He is but a poor creature 
who cannot bear being odious in the fervice of 
virtue. Riches and honours can adminifter to 
the heart no pleafure, like what an honeft man 
feels when he is contending for the interefts of 
h\9 country, and the civil rights of his fellow- 
fubjeds, without which the being of man grows 
brute, and he can never, under it, give to Hea- 
ven that worlhip which is called a reafonable fa- 
crifjce, rtor fupport towards his fellow- creatures 

that 
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that worthy difpofition, which we call difintc- 
fcfted friendfliip. The higheft pleafure of the 
human foul confifts in this charity ; and there is 
no way of making it fo diffufive^ as by contend- 
ing for liberty • 

As to laying afide the common views by 
which the miftaken world are adtuated, a man 
of liberal education can eafily furmount thofe 
low confiderations ; and when he confiders him- 
fclf, from the moment he was born into this 
world, an immortal, though a changeable be- 
ing, he will form bis interefts and profpe&s ac- 
cordingly, and not make provifion for eternity 
with perilhablc things. When a man has deeply 
planted fuch a fentiment as this for the rule of 
his coDdu£k. the purfuits of avarice and ambi- 
tion will become as contemptible as the fports 
of children ; and there can be no honours^ no 
riches, no pleafures laid in his wayi which can 
poffibly come in competition with the fatisfac- 
tions of an enlarged and public fpirit. 

From this moment, therefore, I Ihall go on 
with as much vigour and chearfulnefs as I am 
able, to do all that is in my power, without the 
leaft partiality to perfons or parties, to remove 
the prejudices which EngHihman has againft 
Engliihman, and reconcile wounded brethren, 
fo far as to behold each other's aftions with an 
inclination to approve them. 

The man who will reduce himfclf to this tem- 
per, 
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per, will eafily perceive how far his afTedions 
have been wrought upon and abufed, from an 
oppofition to particular men, to facrifice the in- 
tereils of his country itfclf. 

The proftituted pens which are employed in 
a quite contrary fervice, will be very ready to 
entertain a pretender to fuch reformations with 
a recital of his own faults and infirmities ; but 
I am very well prepared for fuch ufage, and 
give up myfelf to all namelefs authors^ to be 
treated juft as their mirth or their malice directs 
them. 

It is the difgrace of literature, that there are 
fuch inftruments ; and to good government, that 
they are fufFered : but this mifchief is gone fo 
far in our age, that the pamphleteers do not only 
attack thofe whom they believe in general dif- 
affedied to their own principles, but even fuch 
as they believe their friends, provided they dp 
hot ad with as fincere a prejudice as themfelves. 
Upon the leafl: deviation from an implicit hatred 
to the oppofite party, though in a cafe which in 
the neareft concern affeds their country, all 
their good qualities are turned to ridicule ; and 
every thing, which was before valued in them, is 
become contemptible. Thus in one of the pa- 
pers I fend you, a gentleman, who has diftin- 
guilhed himfelf by a becoming veneration, in 
the Houfe of Commons, for the affembly, and 
has ever delivered himfelf with a regard to his 

own 
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own dignity, and that of the place he was in ; is 
rcprefcnted frivoloufly as a declairaer : and a 
iKd^le Lord, who is confpicuoutly adorned with 
the knowledge of letters, and is eminent for a' 
lively fpnghtly eloquence, reftified by learning ; 
is declared a-companion fit only for pert novices 
and fophifters. And what is ftill more mon- 
firous than all, a third man of quality, for the 
like oflFence, is told, in this nice age of propor- 
tioning rewards to merit and fer vice, that he 
has as much as he deferves. 

But it is to be hoped Engliflimen will at la£t 
confider, and that the Miniftry willfee Dunkirk 
cffed:ually demolilhed^ 

It is as frivolous as unjull, to hope to (lop 
our mouths when we are concerned for fo great 
a point as the bufinefs of Dunkirk, by mention 
of the prerogative, and urging our fafety in our 
good and gracious Queen. 

By her great example, religion, piety, and 
all other public and domeftic virtues, are kept 
in countenance in a very loofe and profligate 
age ; all the hours of her precious life, which 
God long preferve, are divided between the ex-t 
ercifes of devotion, and taking minutes of the 
fublime affairs of her government. 

Befides which, her Majefty has manifefted 
herfelf the moft affeftionate wife, the moft con- 
ftant friend, the moft tender mother, and has 
filled every duty with a virtue as fuperior to the 

ceft 
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reft of the world as h her high condition. But 
I ihall leave what I have to fay on this topicki 
to the time when the confeq'oence of it will be 
infignificant to me, but which, I hope, will do 
her honour, that is, juftice, when I am no more, 
and the remains of her facred perfon are as coax^ 
mon duft as mine. 

But, as this bright example is in the perfon of 
a lady, it cannot be fuppofed that the general 
fenfe of a people, the fub-divifions of atledtioii 
and interefl among great men (to . be learned 
only by converfationr with them, even in their 
unguarded leifure), can appear to her but from 
the information of fuch as have the happinefs^ 
aad honour to lay them before her. Her Ma* 
jefty is therefore more particularly neceffitated to 
rely upon the intelligence of her Miniftry ; and, 
from that very reafon, their fellow-fubjeds may 
be the more folicicous' for what paffes beyond 
the ordinary rules of government. Thus all 
which they offer for our fecurity and implicit 
reliance upon what is tranfa(9:ed by the court of 
England, to wit, her Majefty's care and good- 
nefs, are arguments for exerting both our zeal 
and our gratitude ; that at any time artful mea 
may not take advantage of the fecurity we have 
in her virtue, to indulge too much the power of 
any foreign Prince whatfoever, efpecially th^ 
of the moft warlike potentate in Europe. 

I cannot leave, this fubjedl without being ftill 
7 ^ anxious 
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anxious with relation to the difrefpeft they ac- 
cufe me of to my royal Miftrefs. All that can 
be wrefted to my difad vantage is, that the 
Queen is concerned when any thing is to be im- 
puted to her fervants; but I deny that, and 
perlift in it, that it is no manner of diminution 
of the wifdom of a Prince, that he is obliged 
to a& by the information of others. 

If I might make an abrupt digrefiion from 
great things to fmall, I ihould on this occafion 
mention a little circumftance which happened 
to the late King William. He had a French* 
man who took care of the gun.-dogs, wbofe bu- 
finefs it was alfo to charge and deliver the piece 
to the King. This minifter forgot to bring out 
jfhot into the field ; but did not think fit to let fo 
paffionate a man and eager a fportfman as . the 
King know his offence, but gave his Majefty 
the gun loaded only with powder. When the 
King miffed his aim, this impudent cur flood 
chattering^ admiring, commending the King's 
fkill in fhooting, and, holding up his hands, 
** he had never (een/a Majefie mifs before in his 
** whole life/* This circumftance was no man- 
ner of argument to thofe (who afterwards found 
out the fellow's iniquity) againfl the King's re- 
putation for a quipk eye, and fhooting very 
finely. I am, with refped: to the Borough and 
yourfelf, Sir, your moft humble, and moft obc* 
dient fervant, Richard Steele. 

LETTER 
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L E T t £ R. CCCCXXVI*. 

To Lietitenant-general CADOGANf. 

Sir, [I7I3.J 

IN the charafter of Guardian, it behoves mfe 
to do honour to fuch aa have deferved well 
of fociety, and laid out worthy and manly qua- 
litica in the fcrvice of the publick. No man 
Jtas more.jerainently diftinguiflial himfelf this 
ivay than Mr. Cadogan. With a contempt ctf 
pleafare, reft, and eafe, whien called to tlie du* 
^es of your glorious profdfion, you have lived • 
in a familiarity with dangers, and, with a ftrid: 
eye upon the final purpofe of the attempt, have 
wholly difregarded what fliould befall yourfelf 

* Prefixed to the firft volume of " The Guardian." 
t Wm. Cadogan, cfq. (fee p. 113.) Q^iarter-mafter-gencral in 
i-ZoT J Colonel of a regiment of horfe in 1703 ; Brigadier-general 
in 1704; PicnipotcfttUry to the Spanilh Netherlands, and Majot- 
general, in 1706 j Lieutenant-general in 1709 j on the accefltgn 
of King George, Mafter-of the Robes, and Colonel of the fdcond 
regiment of horfc-guards j Knight of the Thiftle in 1715 ;^Gd- 
▼ernor of the Jfle of Wight, and Plenipotentiary to Holland, in 
1716 i created Lord Cadogan, June 21, that ycarj Baron Oakley, 
Vifcount Caverlham, and Earl Cadogan, April 17, 1718. On 
the death of the Duke of Marlborough in 1742, he was made 
Maftet- general of the Ordnance, and Colonel of the fir ft regiment 
of foot-guards. He died July t7, 1726.— No officer was ever fo 
much relied on by the Duke of Marlborough as General Cadogan. 
He ha4 the care of marking ouf almoft every camp during the 
war in the Netherlands and Germany ; which he executed fo IkiJ- 
fully, that, it was obferVed, the Duke was n«vcr lurprizcd or at* 
tacked in his camp during the whole w^r* 

C c in 
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in the profecution of it. Thus has life rifen to 
you as fail as you refigned it; and every new 
hour, for having lb frankly lent the preceding 
moments to the caufe of juftice and of liberty, 
h^s ccme home to you, improved with honour* 
This happy difiindion, which is fo very pecu- 
liar to you, with the addition of induftry^ vigi- 
lance^ patience of labour, third and hunger^ in 
common with the meaneft foidier^ has made 
your prefent fortune unenvied. For the publick 
always reap greater advantage from the example 
of fuccefsful merit, than the deferving man 
himfelf can poffibly be poflefTed of; your coun- 
try knows how eminently you excell in the feve- 
ral parts of military ikill, whether in affigning 
the encampment, accommodating the troops, 
leading to the charge, or ptirfuing the enemy : 
-the retreat being the only part of the profeffion 
which has not fallen within the experience of 
thofe who learned their warfare under the Duke 
of Marlborough. But the true and honeft pur- 
pofe of thi^ epiftle is, to deiire a place in your 
friendfliip, without pretending to add any thing 
to your reputation, who,- by your own gallant 
anions, have acquired that your name through 
all ages Ihall be read with honour, where-ever 
mention ihall be made of that illufirious Cap- 
tain, lam. Sir, your moft obedient, andmoft 
humble fervant. The Guardian. 
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LETTER CCCCXXVII ♦. 

To Mr. PuLTENEYf. 
SiK, [1713]- 

THE greateft honour of human life, is to 
live well with men of merit ; and 1 hope 
you will pardon me the vanity of publifhing^ 
by this means, my happinefs in being able to 
name you among my friends. Theconverfa- 
tion of a gentleman, that has a refined tafte of 
letters, and a difpoiition in which thofe letters 

♦ Pre(ite4 t6 the fecond'volurtac of ** The Guardian." 
t William Pulteney/ efq. born in 1681, had early a feat in 
the Houfb of Commons, and diilinguiflied himfelf in oppofition 
to Queen Anne's laft miniftry. On the acceflion of King George, 
he was appointed Secretary at War, Sept. 27, 1714 j and after* 
ward Cofferer of the Houfliold. He was at this time the inti- 
mate friend of Sir Robert Waipolej but in 1725, that Minifler 
being fufpedied of a defire to extend the bounds of prerogative, 
Mr. Puiteney entered fteadily into oppofition; and at lad be* 
came fo obnoxious to the Crown, that, July x, 173 1, King 
George II. with his own hand, ftruck him Out of the lift of 
I'rivy Cpunfeliors, and ordered him to be put out of the lift of 
all commiflions of the peace. A proceeding fo violent in the 
Miniftry ferved only to inflame his refentment, and increafe his 
popularity. Sir Robert rcfigning his employments in 1741, Mr. 
tulteney was again fworn of the Privy Council ; and created 
Baron of Heydon, Vifbount Puiteney, and Earl of Bach. From , 
that moment his favour with the people was al an end ; and the 
reft of ^is life was fpent in coAtemning that applaufe which he 
no longer could fecure. William Vifcount Puiteney, his pnly 
ton, who was a Lord of the Bedchamber, Aid-de-camp to the 
King, and Colonel of the Royal Volunteers, going over with ' 
his regiment in the defence of Portugal, died Feb. 16, 17^3' | 
And the £arf dying July 7, 1764, the titles became extinct. 

C c 2 found 
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found nothing to corredt, but very much to ex- 
ert, is a good fortune too uncommon to be en* 
joyed in filence : in others, the greateft bufinefs 
of learning is to weed the foil; jn you, it had 
nothing elfe to do but to bring forth fruit. Af- 
fability, complacency, and generpfity of heart, 
which are natural to you, wanted tiothing from 
literature, but to refine and dired: the applica^- 
tion of them. After I have boafted I had fome 
fhare in your familiarity, I know not ho^ to do 
you the juftice of celebrating you for the choice 
of an elegant and worthy acquaintance, with 
whom you live in the happy communication of 
generous fentiments, which contribute, not only 
to your own mutual entertainment and improve- 
' ment, but to the honour and fervice of your 
country. Zeal for the public good is the cha- 
rafteriftick of a man of honour and a gentleman, 
and muft take place of pleafures, profits, and 
all other private gratifications. Whoever wants 
this motive, is an open enemy,' or an inglorious 
neuter, to mankind, in proportion to the mif- 
applied advantages with which Nature and For* 
tune have bleffed him. But you have a foul 
animated with nobler views, and know that the 
diftindtion of wealth and plenteous ciVcum- 
ftances is a tax upon an honeft mind, to* endea- 
vour, as much as the occurrences of life wiU 
give him leave, to guard the properties of 
2 ' . oth:crS| 
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others, and be vigilant for the good of his fel- 
low-fubjedts, 

Tfiis generous inclination no man poffeffes in 
a warmer degree than yourfelf ; which, that 
Heaven would reward with long pofleffion of 
tliat reputation into which you have made fo 
early an entrance, the reputation of a man of 
fenfe, a good citizen, and agreeable companion, 
a difinterefted friend, and an unbiafled patriot, 
is the hearty prayer of. Sir, your moft obliged, 
and moft obedient, humble fervant. 

The Guarbian. 



LETTER CCCCXXVIII*. 
To Mr, Addison. 

WHILE you' the fierce divided Britons awe, 
And Cato with an equal virtue draw, 
While Envy is itfelf in wonder loft, 
And fadions ftrive who (hall applaud you moft ; 
Forgive the fond ambition of a Friend, 
Who hopes himfelf, not you, to recommend. 
And join th' applaufe which all the Learn'd beftow 
On one, to whom a perfeft work they owe. 
To my light fcenesf I once infcrib'd your name^ 
And impotently ftrove to borrow fame ; 
Soon will that die which adds thy name to mine ; 
Let me then live, join'd to a work of thine ! 

Richard Steele. 

* Prefixed to the Tragedy of " Cato." 
t " The Tender Hulband.'' See p. 290. 

Cc3 LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXXIX*. 
To the Clergy of the Church pf England f. 

Gentlemen, Jan, 19, I7i3-i4« 

IT is with a juft deference to your great 
power and influence in this kingdom, that I 
lay before you the following comnlent upon the 
l$iws which regard the fettlemeqt of the impe- 
rial crown of Great Britain. My purpofe in ad- 
dreffing thefe matters to you is, to conjure yoU| 
as Heaven has bleffed you with proper talents 
•and opportunities, to recommend them, in your 
writings and difcourfes to your fellow-fubjedb. 
In the charafter of paftors and teachers, you 
have an almoft irrefiftible power over lis of your 
cQngregations ; and, by the admirable inditu- 
tion q( our laws, the tenths of our lands, now 

* Prefixed to the celebrated pamphlet palled " Jhc Crifis/» 
Seep.ioi. Inthe 8th number of* The EJngliihmaD,' Oft. 22,1713, 
Mr. Steele inferted a letter, giving notice, that * The Crifis* was 
then ready for the prefs $ and concluding in thefe words : " The 
'< price of this difcourfe will be but one Ihilling; and perfons 
« vi^o are willing to fubfcribe for numbers of them, are defired 
** to leave their names and fuck numbers with Mr. Samuel 
** Buckley, at the Dolphin, in Little Britain. I beg the favour 
** of you to infert this in your very next paper; for I (hall go- 
** Vern myfelf, in the number I print, according to the number 
*' of fubfcriptions." After the fubfcription had continued open 
• more than two moqths, ' The ^ngUfhfi^am,' N** 26, Dec. 2$, 
acquainted the publick, that, *' at the defire of feveral ladies of 
" quality, the publication of * The Crifis* is put off till the fcn 
" male world have expreffed their zeal for the publick by a fub-~ 
«< fcription as large as that tnade among the other fex." The 
f rifis appeared^ on the tgth of Januar/, 1714* 

IQ 
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in your pofleffion^ arc dcftined to become the 
property of fuch others as fliall, by learning 
and Virtue, qualify themfelves to fucceed you* 
Thefe circumfiances of education and fortune 
place the minds of the people, from age to age, 
under your dire^oh. As, therefore, it would be 
the higbeft indifcretion in minifters of ilate of 
this kingdom to negledt the care of being ac • 
ceptable to you in their adminiftration ; fo it 
would be the greateft impiety in you, to inflame 
the people committed to your charge, with ap- 
prehenfions of danger to you and your conftitu- * 
tioh, from men innocent of any fuch deiigns. 

Give me leave, who have in all my words and 
aiftions, from my youth upwards *, maintained 
an inviolable refpe£t to you and your order, to 
obferve to you, that all the diflatisfadtions 
which have been raifed in the minds of the peo* 
pie, owe their rife to the cunning of artful men, 
who have introduced the mention of you and 
your intereft (which are facred to all good 
men) to cover and fandify their own prafticeg 
upon the aJSe&ipHS of the people, for ends very 
different from the promotion of religion and 
virtue. Give me leave alfo to take notice, that 

' ^ See his declarationi adready cited in ^. tSi, in refpe£l to 
** The Chriflian Hero." He adds, howerer, that, << finding him* 
** felf flighted, indead of being encouraged, for his declaration as 
** to religion, it became incumbent on him to enliven his cha« 
*• rafter; for which reafon he wrote *The Funeral/ in which, 
^* though full of incidents that move laughter. Virtue and Vice 
** appear juft as they ought to do." 

Cc4 thefi; « 
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thefe fuggeft^ns have been fj^VQured by fotne! 
few unwary men in holy ordq:S| who have made 
th,e conftitutiop pf.tbcir own cownt;ry a very little 
p;art <?£ the^r ftudy, and yet itiade obedicDc^ ajad 
government the frequent fwbje^Sts of their dif- 
courfes. 

Thefe men,, from the pompous ideas of im- 
perial greatnefs, and fubmiffiQa to abfolute em- 
perors, which they ifjibibedi in their earlier 
years, have, fron;i time to time, inadvertently 
uttered notions of power and obedience abhor- 
rent from the laws of this their native country* 

I will take the further liberty to fay, tha* if 
tfce adts of parliament mentioned in the follow- 
ing rreatile had been from time to time put in a 
fair and clear light, and been car#ully recopan 
mended to the perufal of young gentlemen in. 
colleges, ;yvith a preference to all other civil i6tr 
flicutions whatfoever; this kingdom had nqt. 
been in it$ prefent condition : but the conlljtu» 
tion would have had, in every member the uni- 
verfities have fent into the world, ever fince the 
Revolution, an advocate for our rights^ and li- 
berties. 

- There is one thing which doferves. your moft- 
ferious confideration. You have bound your- 
felves, by the flrongeft engagements that Religion 
can lay upon men, to fupport that fuccefiion 
which is the fubjeft of the following papers; 
you have tied down your fouls by an oath to 
maintain it as it is fettled in the Houfe of Ha- 
nover; 
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iKnrer; nay, you have gone much further than 
16 uiual in cafes of this nature, as you have per-^ 
jbnally abjured the Pretender to this Crown, and 
that expreftly, without any equivocations ot 
mental lefervations whatfocver, that is, without 
any poffible efoapes, by w; ich the fubtlety of 
temporizing cafuifts might hope to elude the 
force of thefe folcmn obligations. You know 
much better than I do, whether the calling God 
to witnefs to the fincerity of our intentions in < 
fbefe cafes, whether the fwearing upon the holy 
Evangelifts in themoft folemn manner, whether 
the taking of an oath before multitudes of fel- 
k>w-fubjed:s and fellow- Chriftians in our public 
courts of juftice, do not lay the greateft obliga- 
tions that cai# be laid on the confcience^ of men. 
This I am fure of, that if the body of a Clergy, 
who confiderately and voluntarily entered into 
thefe engagements, Ihould be made ufe of as 
inftruments and examples to make the nation 
break through them, not only the fucceffion to 
our Crown, but the very eflence of our Religion 
is in danger. What a triumph would it furniih 
' to thofe evil men among us who are enemies to 
your facred order ! what occafion would it ad- 
rainifter to Atheifts and Unbelievers, to fay that 
Chriftianity is nothing elfe but an outward Ihow 
and pretence among the moft knowing of its 
profeffors ! What could we afterwards, objed to 
Jefuits? what would be the fcandal brought 

upon 
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upon our holy Church, which is at prefent the 
glory and bulwark of the Reformation ? how 
would our prefent Clergy appear in the eyes of 
their pofterity, and even to the, fucceflbrs of 
their own order^ under a government introduced 
and eftablifhed by a condud fo dire&ly oppofite 
to all the rules of honour and precepts of ChriC* 
tianityl 

As I always fpeak and think of your holy or- 
der with the utmoft deference and refped, I do 
not infift upon this fubjeCt to infinuate that there 
is fuch a difpofition among your venerable body, 
but to Ihew how mu<;:h your own honourand the 
iatereft of religion is concerned, that there 
fhould be no caufe given for it. 

Under colour of a ^eal towar<|l you, men 
may fometimes aft pot only with impunity but 
popularity, what would render them, without 
that hypocrify, infufFerably odious to their fel- 
low-fubjefts. 

Under this pretence, men may prefume to 
pradtife fuch arts for the deftrudtion and diiho* 
nour of their country, as it would be impious 
to make ufe of, even for its glory and fafety : 
men may do in the higheft profperity, what it_ 
would not be excufable to attempt under the 
lowcft necefiity ! 

The laws of our country, the powers of the 
l^giflature, the faith of nations, and the honour 
of Qod, may be too weak confiderations to bear 

up 
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up againft the popular, though groundlefs, cry 
of the Church. This fatal prepofleffion may 
ihelter men in railing the French name and Ro- 
man Catholic intereil in Great Britain^ and con- 
fequently in all Europe. 

It behoves you therefore. Gentlemen, to con- 
fider, whether the cry of the Church s danger 
may not at length become a^ truth : and as you 
are men pf fenlc, and men of honour, to exert 
yourfelves in undeceiving the multitude, when- 
ever their . afFedtionate concern for you may 
prove fatal to themfeivcs. 

You are furrounded by a learned, wealthy, 
^nd knowing gentry, who can did inguifh your 
merit,, and do honour to your charaders. They 
know with what firmnefs as Engliflim^ n, with 
what felf-denial as Prelates, with what charity 
as Chriftians, the Lords the Biihops, Fathers of 
the Church, hav^ behaved themfelves in the 
public caufe ; they know what contumelies the 
reft of the Clergy have undergone, what dif- 
countcnance they have laboured under, what 
prejudice they have fufFered in their miniftry, 
who. have adhered to thccaufe of truth : but it 
is certain that the face of things is now too me- 
lancholy to bear any longer falfe appearances ; 
^nd common danger has united men^ who not 
long ago were artfully inflamed^ againft each 
Qther, into fome regard of their common fafcty. 

When the world is in this temjper, thofe of 

our 
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<>urpaftors, wbofe exeftiplary liV6s> anrf chari- 
table difpofitions, both adorn and advance our 
holy religion, will be the objefts of our love and 
admiration ; and thofe who. purfue the gratifi* 
cations of pride, ambition, and avarice, under 
the facred charaSer of Clergymen, will not fail 
to be our contempt and derifion. - 

Noife and wrath cannot always pafs for zeal j 
and if we fee but little of the public fpirit of 
Engliflimen^ or the charity of Chrifiians, in 
others, it li certain we can feel but little of the 
pleafure of love and gratitude, and but faint 
emotions of refpe6: and veneration in ourfelves. 

It will be an aftion worthy the minifters of 
the Church of England, to diftinguilh them- 
felves for the love of their country ; and as we 
have a religion that wants no affiftance from ar- 
tifice or enlargement of fecular pdwer, but is 
well fupported by the wifdom and piety of its 
preachers, and its own native truth, to let man* 
kind fee that we have a Clergy who are of the 
people, obedient to the fame laws, and zealous 
not only of the fupremacy and prerogative of 
our princes, but of the liberties of their fellow- 
fubjefts ; this will make us, who are your flock, 
burn with joy to fee, and with zeal to imitate, 
your lives and actions. It cannot be expcdled 
but that there will be, in fo great a body, light, 
fuperficial, vain, and ambitious men, who 
being untouched with the fublime force of the 

Gofpel, 
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Cofpel, will tWnk it their intereft to infinuata 
jealoufies between the clergy and laity, in hopei 
to derive from th?ir order a veneration which 
they know they cannot defcrvc from their vir* 
tue. But whil^ the moft worthy, .confpicuous, 
learnedi and powerful, of your facred fundion, 
^re moved by the noble and generous incentives 
of doing good to the fouls of men, we will not 
doubt of feeing/by your minlftry thfi love of our 
country, due regard for our laws and liberties, 
and refentment for the abufe of truth, revive in 
the hearts of men. And as there are no inftru* 
menta under Heaven, fo capable of this great 
work, that God would make you fuch to this 
divided nation, is the*bearty prayer of. Gentle^ 
men, your moft dutiful, and moft obedient, 
Tiuriible fervant, Richarp Steele. 



T 



LETTER .CCCCXXX *. 
To General Stanhope t» 

Sir, ' [17H-] 

HERE could not be a more proper p^atron 
to the Englishman than He who, in the 

efteem 

* Prefixed to tKe firft volume of " The Englifliman.'* 
f James Stanhope, grandfon to the firft Earl of Chefterfield 
by bis fecond lady, having ferved when very young as a volunj. 
teer under the Duke of Savoy, was made a Captain in the footj' 
guards, with the rank of Lieutenant-colonel, in 1694.J \yas a 
member of the Houfe of Commons from 1700 till created *a 

peer; 
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cftecm of all men, is as much one, as aiiy whd 
enjoys the honour and happinefs of that name. 
If plain.deaiing» generofity, and truth, have 
diftinguilhed us from the bafe and wily arts of 
our enemies, thefc qualities Mr. Stanhope pof- 
fefles in common with all true Engliihmen; but 
thofe endowments and acquifitions which m^ke 
him capable of exerting the noble difpofitions 
, peculiar to free and generous Britons, are what 
render him one of the greateft men of the 
greateft people. 

A natural and prevailing eloquence in aflem'^ 
blies, an heroic and infpiring courage in the 
field, a gentle and winning behaviour in conver- 
facioD, are eminences which enable you to be a 

pe^r ; fenred a volunteer in 1 702 in the expedition to Cadiz^ and 
ncjtt year in Portugal j was made a Brigadier-general iu 1704; 
Envoy Extraordinary to Charles III. in 1706; Major-genei'al 
. in 1707 ; and Commander in Chief of the forces in Spain, i7og. 
The fame year he fubdued Minorca j and in 1710 commanded 
the Englilh forces at the battles of Almanza and Saragofla, to 
vrhich victories he greatly contribute, and facilitated the march 
of Charles III. to Madrid. He was conAituted firft Commif- 
fioncr of the Treafury and Chancellor of the Exchequer, April 
II, 1717 ; created Vifcount Stanhope of Mahon, July ai ; Se- 
cretary of State, March 21, 1717-18; Earl Stanhope, April 7^ 
1718 $ and WIS Tent the iame year to France and Spain, to eon- 
elude the negotiations for a general peace ; was one of the Lords 
Juftices in 17 19; was twice in France, where he brought the 
King of Spain to accede to the quadruple alliance | and on his 
return w^s again one of the Lords Juftices. He was fuddenly 
feized with a dizzinefs in his head, occafioned by the vehemence 
of a debate in the Houfe of Peers, Feb. 4, 1720- 1 5 and died 
ftext day. 

blefling 
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bleffing to the age .in which you live. You 
have ever ufed thefe advantages for the fervicc 
of your country, with a beautiful difregard tor 
what is ufually thought a man's greateft intereft. 
All men of fenfe give you, in their real fenti- 
ments and juft conceptions of your merit, much 
greater honours than could be purchafed from 
the gaudy affluence of fuch things as are the 
admiration and firft purfuit of common men. 

Many circumftances render it inconvenient to 
fay much of the prefent I now make you; but 
if I had, inftead of forming the charader of aa 
Engliihman from my own cogceptions, drawn it 
from the gentleman to whom I am now fpeak- 
ing, it had been much eafier to have defended 
it. I do not by this application defign to in- 
volve you in a difpute in favour of thefe writ- 
ings; you undertook it, with great humanity, 
when it was mofi: ufeful to me '^, and I cannot 
but do thofe who have condemned them thd 
juftice to mention to the world this ftrong cir- 
cumftance againft thefe papers, that your elo^* 
quence has been inefTedual in their defence. 
However, no one can blame me for being proud 

* In the Houfe of CommonSy on the quedion for his ex* 
paliiony *' Mr. Steele chofe to make his appearance near the bar 
** of the Houfe I and I will not forget to mention one circumftanCe 
<< in this fcene that very much fweetened his affliction, which wa$« 
** that he had the honour to (land between Mr. Stanhope and Mr. 
«< Walpolcy who had condefcended to take upon them the parts of 
** his adv'ocates.'' Afoh^, p. 234. 

that 
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that fo good and great a man caiidefeended, in 
places wherein they have been cenfured, to be 
my advocate. 

Your Queen and country have your great 
qualifications in ftore for their glory and fervice, 
whenever you are called to their affiftance in the 
field, the cabinet, or the fenate. In the talents 
of each place you have few, equals in ability, 
. even among thofe who are praftifed only in one 
of them, and much fewer in a dlfinterefted in- 
tegrity in exerting that ability. Your gener 
rous conduft' with relation to the fortuiie^ ^S 
well as the lives df your enemies, over whortl 
you have had the right of conqueft, has gained 
you the moft eligible fame, that df juftice and 
moderation. This generous conduct has made 
every man you ever commanded love yoii ^s a 
(comrade, and every fellow-fubje(ft you have 
ferved (and you have ferved every fellow-fub- 
jtSiy eftcem you as a friend. The 'world, which 
is in arrenr fo your virtue, never fpeaks of you 
without wifhing you honour In proportion to 
what you have done for your' cotintry's glory, 
and wifliing yDu wealth in proportion to what 
you have refufed, to augment that glory*. 

I am. Sir, with the greateft gratitude and re* 
fped:; your moft obliged and moft humble fer- 
vant, , Richard. Steele. , 

' LETTER 
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LETTER CGCCXXXI*. 

To Mr. CoNGREVEf. 

Sir, [1714O 

MY name, as puljliiher of the following 
Mifcellanies, I am fenfible, is but a flight 
recommendation of them to the publick ; but 
the town's opinion of them will be raifed, whea 
it fees them addreffed to Mr. Congrevc. If the ^ 
patron is but known to have a tafte for what is 
prefented to him, it gives an hopeful idea of 
the work 1 how much more, when he is an ac- 
knowledged matter of the art he is defired to 

* Prefixed to Steele's colleftion of ** Pocticai Mifcellanies." 
t Mr. William Congrevc was born in StafFordlliire in 167*. 
His father being a fteward in the Burlington family, he \va$ 
bred in Ireland. Soon after the Revolution, he was entered of 
the Middle Temple j but, the law proving too fevere a ftudy 
for his inclination, he early difllnguifhed himfelf as a dramatic 
writer. His firft comedy, " 'the Old Bachelor," came out ia 
1693 j and that munificent patron of wit, the Earl of Haiifav, 
foon after made him a Commiflioner of the Hackney-coaches, 
gave him a place in the Pipe-office, and another in the Cuiloms, 
worth 600 1. a year. He continued writing with fuccefs till 
1698, when he feems to have quitted the (lage in difguft. Under 
the miniftry of the Earl of Oxford, he was continued in office, 
though almoil blind, through the friendlhip of -Dr. Swift; and 
the latter years of his life were fpent in eafe and retirement. He 
became at lad quite blind; and, dying Jan. 19, 1728-9, was ■ 
buried with great pomp in Weftminftcr-abbey, where an ele* 
gant monument was eredled to his memory at the expence of 
Henrietta Du chefs of Marlborough, to whom he bequeathed 
the greater part of his fortune. See Southern*s account of Con* 
grcve, from an autograph paper in the Britiffi Mufeun^, in the 
late edition of the Tatler with Notes, vol. VI. note, p. 471, 

' D d favour ? 
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favour ? Your juft fuccefs in the various parts 
of Poetry, will make your approbation of the 
following Ihe'ets a favour to many ingenious 
gentlemen, whofe modefty wants the fandtion of 
fuch an authority. Men of your talents oblige 
the world, when they are'ftudious to produce in 
others the fimilitude of their excellencies. Your 
great difcerning in diftinguifhing the charaftcrs 
• of mankind, which is manifefted in your'Come- 
dies, renders your good opinion a juft founda- 
tion for the efteem of other men. I know, in- 
deed, no argument againft thefe collections, in 
comparifon of any other Tonfon has heretofore 
printed; but that there are in it no verfes of 
yours. That gentle, free, and eafy faculty, 
\vhich alfo in fongs, and fliort poems *, you pof- 
fefs above all others, diftinguiihes itfelf where- 
ever it appears. I cannot but inftance your 
inimitable " Doris^'' which excels, for polite- 
nefs, fine raillery, and courtly fatire, any thing 
we can meet with in any language. 

Give me leave to tell you, that when I confi- 
der your capacity this way, I cannot enough ap- 
plaud the g^odnefs of your mind, tfcat has given 
fo few examples of thefe feverities, under the 
temptation of (6 great applaufe as the ill-natured 
world beftows on them, though addreffed with- 
out any mixture of your delicacy. 

. * Dr. Johcfon was of a diflferent opinion. ** The petty poems 
<* of Congreve,'* he fays, " are fcldom worth the cofl of critu 
<* ci(m.'* See Atterbury's Letters, vol. IV. p. 215. - 

I can* 
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- 'I cannot leave my favourite ** Dons'* with- 
out taking notice how much that fliort per- 
formance difcovers a trui knowkdgc of life. 
^^ Doris" is the charader of a libertine woman 
of condition, and the fatire is wotked up ac- 
cordingly; for people of quality are feldom 
touched with any reprefentation of their vices 
but in a light which makes them ridiculous. 

As mlich as I efteem ydu for your excellent 
writings, by which you are an honour. to our 
nation, I chufe rather, as one that has paffed 
many happy hours with you, to celebrate that 
eafy condefcenfion of mind, and comtiiand of a 
pleafant imagination, which give you the un- 
common praife of a man of wit, always to 
pleafe, and never to offend. No one, after a 
joyful evening, can refledt upon an expreffioa 
of Mr. Congreve's that dwells upon him with 
pain. 

Iti a man capable of exerting himfelf any 
way, this (whatever the vain and ill-natured 
may think of the matter) is an excellence above 
the brighteft fallies of imagination. . 

The refledlion upon this moft equal, amiable, 
and corredt behaviour, which can be obferved 
only by your intimate acquaintance, has quite 
diverted me from acknowledging your feveral 
excellencies as a writer ; but to dwell particu- 
larly on thofe fubjedts would have no very good 
eflfedt upon the following performances of my- 
D d 2 felf. 
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felf> and friends. Thus, I confefs to you^ your 
modefty is fpared only by my vanity; and I 
hope you will give me leave to indulge it yet 
further, in telling all the world I am, with great 
truthj Sir, your moft obedient, and moft hum^ 
blefervantj^ ^ Richard Steele*. 



LETTER CCCCXXXII*. 
To Lord Finch f- 

My Lord, May 25, 1714* 

THIS firfl: part. of a narration, to which I 
have given the title of ^* A Roman Eccle* 

" fiaftical 

♦ Prefixed tp <« The Romiih Eccletjaftical HiAory of Utc^ 
, ** Years.'*— It may be proper juft to mention, that the dedi- 
cation CO " An Account of the State of the Roman Catholic Reli- 
ef gtoa throughout the World," though publi(hed by Steele, was 
the production of his friend Bi&op Hoadly, and therefore not 
republiihed here j its origination was a circumflance of fuch public 
notoriety, as ill deftrred the maUcious refte£tion it produced from 
Swift; that 

*« — Steele, who own'd what others writ, 

«* And flouriik'd by imputed wit, 

«* From perils of a hundred jails, 

*< Withdrew to ftarve, and die in Wales." 
It is added, on the written teftimony of Dr. John Hoadf y, who 
put the fame interpretation on the iiUnatured lines above quoted, 
that Swift, with his ufual arrogance, was highly offci^ed with 
the publication of the fine piece of irony and grave humour 
above mentioned, under the name of SteeItE, and thus info* 
Icntly refented it, as if forfooth it hadi been an invaHon of a pro- 
vince which he idly a0e£^d to monopolize, and of which he 
dreamed that he was the only perfon in the world competent to 
be the manager. Sec in Harrison's Sfumus TatUr, yoLV. 
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•* fiaflical Hiftory/' is only an account of fonac 
collateral and contemporary circumfiances and 

fecrct 

Ko 28, Swift's account of himTelf^ under the fi£licious name of 
Hiereus. 

The lines above quoted may likewife very well be fuppofed to' 
allude to Steele's publifliing papers of other writers in the 
Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian. Thefehe generally, 
though not always, diftinguifhed from his own by cert^n figna- 
tures; and as he ordinarily bought them, hehad^unquefiionably, 
a right to publiih and to vend them. Addifon was paid, probably 
very amply, for his papers; and Dr. Johnson fays, he received 
his payments for them with " avidity and great eagernefs."— It ap- 
pears, on the teftiroony of the Bifliop's fon, that Bp. Berkeley had 
always one guinea and a dinner with Sir Richard Steele for every 
paper of his in the Guardian ; and there is little doubt but that, 
in all Steele's publications, the afliflances he had from others, 
vtrhen they would accept of pecuniary gratifications for them, 
were well rewarded by a man who fomctimes perhaps might be 
vainly profufe, and too often imprudently generous. See more 
of this in a note on the ngw Tatler, vol. VI. N° 271, p. 451, 
&feq, 

t Dani:l Finch, eldef^ fon to Daniel Earl of Nottingham. He 
was ele£ied one of the Knights of the Shire for the county of Rut- 
land in the ninth of Queen Anne, and ferved for the fame county 
in all parliaments whilft he continued a commoner. On the ac« 
ceflion of King George I. he was appointed one of the Gentlemen 
of the Bedchamber to hi^ Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, 
our late Sovereign, when his father was declared Lord PreGdenc 
of the Council ; alfo on 0£iober 10, 171 5, was conilicuted one of 
the Lords Commiilioners of the Treafury ; and resigned all his 
employments Februaiy 29, 1715^16. His Lordfhip was made 
Comptioller of His Majefty's HouOiold, May 15, 1725; which 
office he voluntarily refigned, after he fucceeded hi» father as £arl 
of Winchelfea and Nottingham (Jan. x, 1729-30). On June 1, 
im^y he was fworn of his Majefty's moft hoijourable Privy- 
council. On March x6, 1741, his Lordfhip was conftitutfd Firft 
Lord Commiffioner of the Admiralty j and on April 15, 1743, 
was appointed one of the Lords Juftices on his Majefty's abfcnce 
, D d 3 in 
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fecret paffages, joined tp an account of thp ce- 
remony of the laft inauguration of Saints, hy 
his Holinefs the Pope. 

It difplays the uttnoft abufe of Chriftianity, 
and that to the moft fantaftical degree. After 
the See of Rome has vifurped thp dominion ^ver 
the whqle earth, it goes on to difpofe of Heaven 
alfo, and to name the inhabitants of thofe 
bleffed manfions. Thefe flie employs to receive 
the importunities of mortals, befofe they come 
at the Almighty. Is this for His eafe who is 
all-fufficient,— for His information who is oni- 
nifcient ? Grofs ! — prophane ! — ridiculous ! 

This account gives us a lively idea of the 
pageantry ufed in that Church to ftrike the ima- 
ginations of the vulgar, and needs qnly to be 
repeated, to give every ferious man, an abhor- 
rence as well as contempt of their idolatry. I 
take the liberty to addrefs it to your Lordfliip, 
in regard that you are by birth, and imitation 

in his German dominions. His Lofdfhip was one of the amftants 
to the Duke of S^o'mcrfet, chief mourner at the funetal of Fredc- 
rick, Prince of Wales, April 13, i75«. On March 13, 1752, 
he was clewed TChight Companion pf the moft noble order of rhc 
Gartei, and inftalled on June 4 following. His Lordftip, on 
April 6 i757> <vas a fecond time appointed Firft Lord of the 
Admiralty j but refigned in June following. 'At the accellion of 
the prefent iCing, he was continued a meml>ei^ of the PrivycouD- 
cil, and conftituted Prcfidcnt thereof on July 12, n^S. which 
office he refigned J\ily 30» ^7^6. His Lgrdihip was alfo one of 
the Elder Brethren of the Trinity-houfe; He departed this life, at 
his houfe on Parfon's- green, Middlcfex, Auguft 2, 1769, in the 
Sift year of his age. . ' 

9^ 
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of your predeceflbrs, obliged to exert a firm and 
unfiiaken zeal to our Church, which is reformed 
from fuch abfurdities, and retains every thing 
that is confiftent with gravity, good fenfe, true 
religion, virtue, and piety. Defcriptions where- 
in men, dedicated to the fervice of God, bear a 
part, are never to be made to the derogation of 
fuch his fervants, except in cafes wherein they ap- 
parently abufe that refpedt which the Laity have 
for them, as conduftors to a better life, to 
fcrve their own power, vapity, and ambition in , 
this. When that happens to be the cafe, it is 
our bufinefs to obviate fuch injuries in the firfi 
attempts of impofing them on mankind : for 
we negleift our duty to Heaven when we per- 
mit its interefts to be proflituted to ends un- 
worthy. For this reafon, I dare acknowledge 
that any power afFed:ed by Clergymen, above 
what the laws of our country allow them, or 
independent of the Sovereignty of it, is to me 
Popery. I cannot think the endeavour at tem- 
poral power from the fervice at the altar a lefs 
guilt, than building a falfe fuperftrudture upon 
that foundation, which only can be laid for 
fpiritual and holy purpofes. 

Your noble Father has^ in all his aftions, 
maintained fo unbiafled an affe<3:ion to the 
Church of England, that to his zeal, more than 
to that of any other man, it owes the inhibition, 
" that any who diflent from her Ihall bear office 
D d 4 *' in 
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** in thcfe realms*." None can defire more, who 
io not think it re^fonable that they fliould alfo 
be excluded from propecty, and deprived of life 
, itfelf, fpr Nonconformity. 

I have often afferted, that they who affedl 
prpfeffing thf ir Zeal for the Church on all oc^ 
Cafions^ reduced themfelves to an abfurdity, and 
betrayed the weaknfefs pf their caufe, wheq 
they ranked his Lordfliip among thofe whom 
they call Whigs. By this one circumftance 
they acknowledgp it |s not care of Religion, I 
fay, it is not rcfpedl to Religion, or to the 
pcrfons of Clergymen, but joining in a combi- 
nation with thp leaft known for virtue and piety 
among them; and adding the cry of the Church 
to their common pfojedts for power and domi- 
nation, which conftitutes thofe (whom they 
call) Churchmen. 

Your i.brdfhip has too good a difcerning, to 
want that thefe things (hpuid be pointed to 
you ; and it is to the frank Ipirit of men of 
your age and abilities among die nobility and 
gentry, we muft owe the amendment of fuch 
inveterate evils. 

I congratulate yqur Lordfliip upon the early 
confpicuous figure you make in the bnfinefs of 

* To this noble Earl the Church was afterwards indebted for 
an Anlwci to a pamphlet of Whifton's, 1721; for which his 
Lordfliip was complimenttd by aHdrefles from both the Univcr- 
fi'ties, and from the I-dndon Clcrgv, , 

^ the 
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the nation ; and doubt not but you will, cveqf 
year of your life, give new teftimonies of your 
being a true fon of the Church of England, and 
an exemplary patriot to your country. 

The noble motive which firft produced your 
natural eloquence* was what fliould be the great 
purpofe of that charming force in all who are 
Hefled with it, the protedion of the^opprefled : 
and i doubt not but your future condudt will 

* An allufion to a circum (lance in the life of this nobleman, not 
commonly known, that well deferves to be recorded to his ho- 
nour, and the relation of which is requifite to make what is here 
faid iptelligible. In a paper of his in the GuRrdian Steele 
publilhed a fpirircd defence of Lady Charlotte Finch, who had 
been treated with rudenefs and ill manners by an anonymous 
writer in the Examiner, for alledged mifbehaviour m church 1 
and won by this the heart of her brother, probably pre-difpofed 
in favour of an amiable man, and, it may be, attached to him by 
an antecedent friendfliip. Be this as it may, when the qucilion 
about Steele's expulfion was agitated in the Houfe of Commons, 
Lord Fiiich ftepped forward, and made attempts to fpeak in 
Steele's behalf; but, being embarrafled by an ingenuous modefty, 
and over-deference to an aifembly in which he had not yet been 
accullomed to fpeak, he fat down in vifible confufion, faying, fo 
as to be over-heard, " It is ftratige how I can't fpeak. for this 
** nfan, though I could readily fight for him." His words being 
whifpered from one to another, operated in an inftant, like elec- 
trical fire, and a fudden burft, from all parts of the Houfe, of 
«* Hear him ! Hear him !" with ineffable marks of encourage- 
ment, brought Lord Finch again on his legs, who, with aftoniih- 
ing rccolledlion, and the utmoft propriety, Ipoke a fpeech on the 
occafion, in which, as it was related to this writer, m the lan- 
guage of the theatre, ** there was not a word which did not 
** tiiW — *^Such was the noble motive which nrft produced this 
** nobleman's natural^eloquencej the force of which was charm- 
•* ing, and irrefiftibie when exerted in the protedliua of the 
i< opprelicd." 

be 
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be agreeable to the manner of your fetting out, 
to the nobility of, your birth, the dignity of 
your own good fenfe, and the fervice of man- 
kind in all their true interefts, both religious 
and civiL 

' This addrefs is made to you in acknowledg-^ 
' menf of late favours to me, and to defire the 
continuance of your good ppinipn ai^d friend- 
fliip. I am, my Lord, your Lordfhip's moft 
obliged, moft oj^edient, and moft humble fer- 
vant, , Richard Steele^ 



LETTER' CCCCXXXIir. 
To a Member of Parliament, 

Sir, London, May 28, 1714. 

THOUGH I have had the misfortune to 
appear an unworthy member of your 
Houfe, and am expelled accordingly from my 
feat in Parliament ; I am not by that vote (which 
was more important to the people of England 
than I Ihall at this time explain) deprived of 
the common benefits of life, liberty, or any 
other enjoyment of a rational being. And I do 
not think I can better beftow my time, or em- 
ploy thefe advantages, than in doing all in my 
power to prefer re them to others as well as my- 
felf, and in afferting the right of my fellow- 
fubjeds againft any thing which lapprehend to 

be 
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he an incroachment upon what they ought to 
enjoy as men, and what they are legally pofleffed 
of a$ EngUihcnen, or, if you will, as Britons. 

This, Sir, is all the apology I Ihall make 
for addreffing to you, in this public manner, 
my thoughts concerning the bill*, now ma- 
king its way, with 5II convenient expedition 
' through your Hoqfe, and the whole legiflature. 
I Ihall examine this matter as well as bafte-will 
allow me, and therefore muft recite as diftin&ly 
as I can what you gave me in difcourfe as the 
fubftance of this intended law -f 

When thefe are the melancholy profpefts be- 
fore our eyes ; when no one, of the family of 
Hanover, though long expedted, is yet arrived 
in this kingdom ; and when many weak people 
^ are under ftrange apprehenfions, becaufe the 
proclamation for bringing the Pretender to juf- 
tice, in cafe he Ihould land here, is put off ; I 
fay, when many things pafs every day, on which 
Jacobites make refledions to their own advan- 
tage, and ordinary people, who canpot judge 
of reafons of State, put all thefe things together; 
it creates in them a chagrin and uneafinefs, which 
will be mightily increafed by the pafling of a bill 
that may be to the mortification of the meanel^; 
perfons in the Proteftant caufe, 

* " For preventing the Growth of Schifm." 
f For the political part of this Letter the reader is referred to 
Steele's " Political Writings." 
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It is therefore no tirAe to do a thing, which 
. vrlU take off the hands and purfes of half a mil- 
lion of people, as friends to the Houfe of Ha- 
nover ; half a million of people, as enemies to 
the Pretender. 

If this Bill paffes, and the Pretender fliould 
come upon our coaft ; i would fain know what 
could move a Diffenter to lift an hand, or em- 
ploy a ihilling ftgainll him ? He has at prefent 
no hopes of preferment, and would by this bill 
be under daily apprehenfions of the lofs of the 
toleration as to himfelf, as well as being wholly 
bereft of it as to his pofterity. He would have 
certainly promifes from the Pretender of liberty 
of confcience ; and he could but have thofe pro- 
mifes broken, as in this cafe he would have it to 
fay they had been before, and muft exped fome 
fweetneiTes at a new change for (landing neuter, 
or exerting himfelf for the invader. Thus he 
would rather, according to his own intereft, 
wifli an invader fuccefs than difappointment ; 
add to this, fome plcafure in the revengeful 
hope of feeing us, who had perfecuted him, fall 
into the fame calamity. 

This, dear Sir, is all I have to trouble you 
with on this occafion ; and, though you accufed 
me of being caft down with my expulfion, you 
fee I have not dunned you to move, that the 
other pamphlets may be examined as well as the 
Crifts and the Englijhman. Give my fervice to 
4 poor 
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poor Tom* and Ned-f*. I muft confefs they were 
the laft I forgave, but 1 have forgiven them too 
now. I am thoroughly convinced, fince this 
bill, that I was not worthy : for now you have 
taken upon you ecclefiaftical matters, and I 
Ihould not have known how to behave myfelf 
among you, as a communion of Saints. 

I doubt not. Sir, but your voice and excel- 
lent talents will be employed againft this perni- 
cious bill: to oppofe it ftrenuoufly, will be 
worthy that refolution and modefty for which 
you are fo remarkably confpicuous; that modefty 
which cannot incline you to bear hard againft 
perfons or things, when you happen to be with 
a majority ; and that refolution which prompts 
you to affert what you think truth, though un- 
der the difadvantage of the moft inconfiderable 
minority. I am. Sir, your moft obedient, 
obliged, humble fervant, Richard Steele. 
« 

* Thomas Harley, Efq, 
t Edward Foley, Efq. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXXXIV *• 
To the Countefs 6f Burlington t» 

Madam, July 21, 1714. 

IHUMBLY defire your Ladyftiip would for- 
give the prefumption I am now guilry of iii 
prefenting you with this book. I. do it from the 
high honour and veneration I have for your 
great merit and virtue. It cannot, 1 know, fur- 
nifli your Ladyfliip with new refleAions; and 
the Ladies of whom you are the happy mother 
have an example before them more prevalent to 
form them to every thing praife-worthy than 
any precepts they can find in the works of the 
l?eft writers. But as there is much curiofity in 
thefe papers, and great ftrength And force in the 
reafonings of them ; give me leave to offer this 
colledion for the ufe of female life as a tefti- 
inony of the refpedt which I, with all who are 
honoured with the leaft acquaintance with you, 
muft pay to your Ladyftiip, for the. enfiinent 
example you have given the world in the iiiw 
portant charafters of a wife and a mpther. 

To command with the mien of making a re- 
^ueft, to oblige with the afpeft of receiving fa- 

* Prefixed to the firft volume of " The Ladies Library." 
t Juliana, daughter and fole heirefs to Henry Noel, fecond fos 
of Edward Vifcount Campden ; fhc was married to Charles the 
fec^ad Earl of Burlington, who left her a widow in 1703-4; and 
was mother to Richard the third and laft Earl of Burlington. 

vours. 



d by Google 



TO HIS F R I E N D S* . 4ts 
TOiirs, and to win afTedion without other defign 
than making all people happy who convcrfe 
with her, or depend upon her, arc? excellencies 
peculiar to my Lady Burlington, But as there 
is a complaifance which, like fincere friendlhip, 
fpeaks our good opinion in our ordinary looks 
and aftions, more than any language can do it, I 
here Ihall go no farther than juft to declare my- 
felf, with great deference, among the admirers of 
your great goodnefs and virtue; and beg of your 
Ladyfliip to forgive my faying thus much, for 
the forbearance of-faying more, on a fubjed: of 
which I am fo very fond, as that of expreffing 
myfelf. Madam, your Ladylhip's moft devoted, 
moft obedient, and moft humble fervant, 

Richard Steele. 



I 



LETTER CCCCXXXV *. 
To Mrs. BovEY-f, 
Madam, July 21, 1714. 

T is an undifputed privilege writers are ppf-f 
fefled of, to produce examples to the pre- 
cepts 

* Prefixed to the fecond volume of '*.The Ladies Library." 
4 On a fplendid monument in Weflminfter-abbey, under that 
of Lord Vifcount Howe, and next to Bp. Pearce, is a buft of the 
Lady on a ftnall medallion, placed between two large emblcmatlQ 
figures, dcfigned by Gibbs, with the following infcription : ' 

" To the memory of Mrs. Katharina Bo vey, whofe per- 
(on and undcrftanding would have become the higheil rank in 
female life, and whofe vivacity would have recommended her in 
the bcft converfation j but, by judgement, as well as inclination, 

ihe 
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>cepts they would enforce from the living cha- 
rafters of their contemporaries. You canoot, 

ihe chofc fuch a rctireincnt as gave her great opportunities for 
m<iing and refle^ion^ which fiie made ufe of to the wifed pur-» 
pofe& of improvement in knowledge and religion. Uppn other 
fubjefts, fhe ventured far out of the common way of thinking; 
but in religious matters, fhe made the Holy Scriptures, in whicK 
fhe was well ikilUd, tHe rule and guide of her faith and a£kions^ 
cfteeming it more fafe to rely upon the plain Word of God, thaa 
to run into any freedoms of thought upon revealed truths. The 
great Ihare of time allowed to the clofet was not perceived in her 
teconomy, for ibe had always a well-oidered and weil-inftru£led 
family, from the happy influence as well of her temper and 
conduft, as of her uniform and exemplary Chriftian life. It 
pleafed God to blefs her with a confiderablc eftate, which, with 
a liberal hand, guided by wifdom and piety, fhe employed to his 
glory, and the good of her nei.:hbours. Her domeflic expences 
were managed witb a decency and dignity fuitable to her for- 
tune, but with a frugality that made her income abound to al| 
proper objefls of charity, to the relief of the neceifitous, the en- 
couragement of the induftrious, and the inftruftion of the igno* 
rant. She diftributed not only with «hearfulnefs, but with joy, 
whjch upon fome occafions of raifmg and refrefiiing the fpirit of 
the af!ii£i:ed, fhe could not refrain from breaking forth into 
tears, flowing from a heart thoroughly affeftcd with compafTion 
and benevolence. Thus did many of her good works, while 
ihe lived, go up as a memorial before God ; and fome fhe left to 
follow her. 

*' She died January 21, 1726, in the 57th year of her age, at 
Flaxley, her feat in Glouceflerfhire, and was buried there, where 
her name will be long remembered, and where feveral of her 
benefaftions at that place, as well as others, are more particu- 
larly recorded." 

At the top of the monument arc the family arms j and at the 
bottom thefe lines : • 

«* This monument was crefted with the utmoft refpc6t to 
her memory, and juftice to her character, by her exe- 
cutrix, ^^^^r,. Mary Pope, who lived with her near forty 
years in : erfefl friendfhip, and never once interrupted 
till her much lamented death." 

therefore. 



d by Google 



' TO . HIS F R TENDS. ^ty 

Aercfore, ctpeft for ever to be doing taudable 
things^ and for ever to efcape ipplaufe. It is in 
vain^ you find, that you have always concealed 
greater excellencies than others mduftrioufly 
prefent to view ; for the world will know that 
your beauty, though in the higheft degiec of 
digiiity and fweetnefs^ is but a faint image of 
the fpirit which inhabits the amiable form 
which Heaven has befiowed on you. It is ob# 
ferved, by all who know you, that, though you 
have an afpeft and mien which draw the atten* 
cion and expe&ation of all who converfe with 
you, and a wit and godd fenfe which furmount 
the great conceptions your perfbn raifes ii^ your 
beholders, thofe perfedions are enjoyed by you 
like gifts of common acceptation; that lovely 
and affable air expreifes only the humility of a 
great and generous heart 5 and the moft Ihining 
accompliihments, u&d by others to attract vul« 
gar admiration, are Serviceable to you only as 
they adorn piety and charity. 

Though your perfon and fortune equally 
raife the admiration and ambition of pur whole 
fex to move your attention to their importuni^ 
ties; your equal fpirit entertains itfelf with 
ideas of a very different kind, and is folicitous 
to fearch for imperfeftions where it were the 
utmoft kijuftice for any other to imagine any, 
and applaufes only awaken you to an inquiiition 
for errors. 

Ee It 
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It is with this turn of mifld that, inftead of 
afiemblies and conyerfations, books and folitude 
have been your choice, and you h.avc gone on 
in the ftudy of what you ihould be, rather thaa 
attended to the celebration of what you are. 
Thus, with the charms, of the faireft of your 
own fex, and knowledge not inferior to the 
more learned of ours, a clofet, a bowet, or 
fome beauteous fcene of rural nature, has con- 
ftantly robbed the world of a Lady's appearance, 
who never was beheld but with gladnefs to her 
vifitants, nor ever admired but with pain to 
herfelf. 

But a conftant diftribution of large charities, 
a fearch for objefts of new bounty, and a fkil- 
ful choice of modeft merit, or fuffering virtue, 
touch the fouls, of thofe who partake your 
goodnefs too deeply to be borne without en- 
quiring for, and celebrating their benefadtrefs. I 
Ihould be loth to offend your tendernefs in this 
particular; but I know, when I fay this, the 
fatherlefs and the widow, the negleded man of 
merit, the wretch on the fick bed, in a word, 
the diftreffed under all forms, will from this 
hint learn to trace the kind hand which has fo 
often, as from Heaven, conveyed to them what 
they have alked in the anguifli of foul, when 
none could hear, but He who has bleged you 
with fo ample a fortune, and given you a foul 
to employ it in his fervice. 

If 
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If n^flch more than what is here ihtimated be 
hot the plain truths it is impoffible to come at 
what IS fo, fihce one can find none who fpeak of 
you, who are not in love with your perfon, or 
indebted to your fortune, I wilh you, as the 
completion of human happinefs, a long conti^ 
nuance of being what you are; ind am. Madam, 
your mofl: obedient and mod humble fervant, 

RicHARB Steele. 



LETTER CCCCXXXVI*. 
To Mrs. Steele* 

Madam, [^7i5-] 

IF great obligations received are juft motives 
for addreffes of this kind, you have an un- 
queftionable pretcnfion to my acknowledgments, 
who have condefcended to give me your very 
felf, I can make no return for fo ineftimable a 
favour, but in acknowledging the generofity of 
the giver. To have cither wealth, wit, or 
beauty, is generally a temptation to a woman to 
put an unreafonable value upon herfelf ; but 
with all thefe, in a degree which drew upon you 
the addreffes of men of. the ampleft fortunes, 
youbeftowed your perfon where you could have 
no expcdsiitions but from the gratitude of the 
receiver, though you knew he could exert that 

* Prefixed to the third' volume of " The Ladies Library." 

£ e z gratitude 
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gratitude in no other returns but efteem and 
love* For which muft i firft thank you? for 
what you have denied yourfelf, or for what you 
iave bellowed on me ? 

I owe to you, that for my feke you have over- 
looked the profpeft of living in pomp and 
plenty, and I h*ve not been drcumfpeft enough 
to preferve you from care and forrow. I will not 
dwell upon this particular ; you are fo good a 
wife, that I know you think I rob you of more 
than I can give, when I fay any thing in your fa- 
vour to my own difadvantage. * '^' 

Whoever Ihould fee, or hear you, would think 
it were worth leaving all the world for you ; 
while I, habitually poffeffed of that happinefs, 
have been throwing away impotent endeavours 
for thp reft of mankind, to the negled: of her 
for whom any other man, in his fenfes, would 
be apt to facrifice every thing elfe, 

I know not by what unreafonable prepoffeflSon 
it is, but methinks there muft be fomething 
auftere to give authority to wifdom ; and I can- 
not account for having only raillied many fea- 
fonable fentiments of yours, but that you are 
too beautiful to appear judicious. r 

One may grow fond, but not wife, from 
what is faid by fo lovely -a counfellor. Hard 
fate, that ycru have been leffened by your per- 
fections, and loft power by your, charms! 



That 
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Tb^t Ingenuous fpirit ifi all your behaviour, 
liiat familiar grace in your words and attions, 
has for this feven years only infpired admiration 
and love; but experience has taught me, the 
bell counfel I ever have received has been pro- 
nounced by the faireft and fofteft lips, and con- 
vinced me that I am in you 1)left with a wife 
friend, as well as a charming miftrefs *. 

Your mind (hall no longer fufFer by your per- 
fon ; nor (hall your eyes, for the future, dazzle 
me into a blindnefs towards your underftanding. 
I rejoice in this public occafion to fhew my 
eftcem for you ; and muft do you the juftice to 
fiay, that there can be no virtue reprefented in 
all this Colledtion for the female world, which 
I have not known you exert^ as far as the op- 

, . * Sec above, p. ^76. — Swift, fpeaking of Steele, Id his Jour- 
nal \o Stella, fays, **.We have fcurvy TalUrs of late : fo pray 
"■ do not fufpcft mc. I have one or two hints I dcfign to fend 
P him, and never any more s he does not deferve it. He is go« 
** Yfirnfid by his wife moil abominably, as bad as — — . I never 
** faw her fincfc 1 came ; nor has he ever made me an invitation ; 
*' cither he dares not, or is fuch a thoughtlefs Tifdall fellow, 
« that he never muids it." Swift, Journal to Stella, Nov. 3, 
1710.—- '< Yes, Steele was a little while in prifon, or at lead in 
** a fpunging-houfe, fome time before I came, but not fince.** 
Ibid. Dec. 14, 1710. — " Steele was arrefted the other day for 
** making a lottery, dire6Uy againft an a6l of parliament. He 
**'is now under proTccution } but they think it will be dropped 
" out of pity. I believe he will very foon lofe his employment, 
** for he has been mighty impertinent of late in his Speft^ors 1 
** and I will never offer a word in his behalf." — Ibid. July i, 
171*. And ft* what has been already quoted in p. 361 ; and a 
note oh the ncwe^ of Tat. vol. VI. N° 228, p. 95, S^/rq. 

E e 3 portunitics 
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portunities of your fortune have given you 
leave. Fotgive me, that my heart overflows, 
with love and gratitude for daily inftances of 
your prudent c3economy, the juft difpofition you 
make of your little affairs, your chearfulnefs ii^ 
difpatch of them, your prudent forbearance of 
any refle<£tions tjjat they might have needed lefs 
vigilance had you difpofed of your fortune fuit- 
ably i in Ihort, for all the arguments you every 
day give me of a generous and fincere affeftion.. 
It is impoflible for me to look back on many 
. evils and pains which I have fuffered fince we 
came together, without a pleafure which is hot 
to be expreffed, from the proofs I'have bad, in 
thofe circumftances, of your unwearied good- 
•nefs. How often has yqur tendernefs remove^ 
pain from my fick head ! how often anguiih 
from my afflidted heart ! With how ftilful pa- 
tience have I known you comply with the vaia 
projeds which pain has fuggefted, to have an 
aching limb removed by journeying from one 
fide of a room to another ! how often, the next 
inftant, travelled the fame ground again, with- 
out telling your patient it was to no purpofe to 
change his fituation ! If there are fuch beings 
as guardian angels, thus are they employed. I 
will no more believe one of them more good in 
its inclinations, than I can conceive it more 
charming in its form, than my wife, 

Bu| 
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• Bkit'IofFcnd^ an^ forget tfer what I fay to 
you is to appear in piabKc, "You are fo great a 
lover of home, that I know it will be irkfome 
to you to go into the world even in an applalufe. 
I will end this without fo much ks mentioning' 
your little flock, or ydiUr owfa amiable figure at 
the bead of it. That I think Aem preferable 
to all other children, I know is' the effed: of paf- 
fion and inftinft ; that I believe you the beft of 
wives, I feftdw proceeds from experience and 
reafon. I am, Madam, ybur moft obliged huf- 
band, and mofl: obedient humble fervant, < 

RiCHARP ST££Lfi. 



LETTER CCCCXXXVII*. 

" V ' From Mr. Royston Mbredith. 

" ' J. < , - • . 

Sir, ' • - Oa. 21, 1714. 

IF I miftake not, you are the gentleman who, 
of late, has been fo great a ftickler for the 
liberty, rights, and properties of the fubjed; 

' ♦ This and the three following letters were originally pub* 
liflted in 2714, in a pamphlet, ,intitulf;d, <.' JMr, Steele dete£led : 
'< or, the poor and opprefled Orphan's Letters to the great an^ 
** arbitrary Mr. Steele j complaining of the great Injuftice don« 
** to the Public in general, and to himfelf in particular, by the 
" Ladies Library, publiflied by Mr. Steele j toge.ther with Mr. 
« Steele's Anfwers,'^and foftie juft;Refleftions on them." The 
integrity of Steele, whatever other failings he may have had, 
will overbalance the harlh obloquy of an exafpcratcd adverfary. 

E e 4 but 
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but it feems oan (for a little dktjr money, which 
you fpend w v«nly.gp y^u gf t * idly,) iqvade 
thofe of your fel}ow-fubje£ts, and that know* 
ingly, wilfuHyi wi pr^mccjitatedly ; I iaid 
knowingly, in th^t you hav^ not received fo 
little copy-ujoncyf as to be ignorant; of the 
, right and property every ibookfelkr bath to ht9 
copies; which ypti well know to be the fanae 
with that a gentleman has to his estate. I iay 
wilfully and prctpcditatcdly, becaufe,. after fuch 
knowledge,, you ftill perfift in youip unjuft prac- 
tices. And, to yet aggravate and enhance your 
guilt, you have (as it were) ploughed the lands 
of two poor orphans, who have very little elfe 
to fubfift on ; a fin which will cry aloud for 
vengeance. Thefe lines, how mean focfcr they 
be, are my own ; which is more than you can, 
or dare (if you have any honefty or modefty 
left) fay of ^^ The Ladies Library j** wherein 
you have fo greatly injured Royfton Meredith, 

ferva«t to J in ..•»«..,. , 

where I exped;^ and demand a fpecdy and fatif- 
faftory anfwer. Sir, before you had coUedted 
£b many and whole feiftions out of Biihop Tay- 
lor's *• Holy Living and Dying,'* (which, be 
pleafcd to take notice, is my copy,) you would 

* By other men's labour* R. M. 

f And that for others writings too. K, M. 

X Thefe letters are exa£Uy the fame with thole lent to Mr. 
Steele, except leaving out my mailer's name and place of abode^ 
^(^I^h, for fome reafon^i ii thought proper to be omitted. R. M« 

hav? 
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hare a&ed very prudently ferioufly to have 
perufed that of ** Rcftitution/' where you might 
have read thcfe words: *^ Better it is to go beg- 
^/ging to Heaven^ than to go to Hell ladeti 
•* with the fpoils of rapiDe and injufticCfc" 

To conclude: till, by Ibmc means or other, 
you make compenfation for the damage which 
I have and Ihali fuftain from that book, I muft 
and will writamyfelf, the highly injured 

ROYSTQN M£R£DITH« 



LETTER CCCCXXXVIir. 
To Mr, Meredith. 

SiRt Oa. 21, 1714. 

I WILL enquire into what you write abo\it, 
^nd write ^gain about the fubjed of yours 
to. Sir, your moll humble fervant, 

Richard Steele* 



LETTER CCCCXXXIX. 

From Mr. Meredith. 

Sir, Oa. 25, 1714- 

THESE come to claim your promife of an 
anfwer to my former, which, with great 
impatience, has been expeftcd; but not having 
yet received any, gives roe juft reafon to con- 
clude 



d by Google 



4«6 STEELE*S LETTERS 

dude that you have been confulting with the 
great Mr. Tonfon *, from whofn (when I de- 
manded fatisfa£tion) this anfwer was given me : 
•* How that he paid copy-money, and that I 
" muft apply myfelf to the author for redrefs.** 
My reply to him was, " That the law fliotild 
** then decide it/' To which Mir. Tonfon had 
the.aflurance to fay, *' It was better to be doing 
** than talking;" which words I conceive to 
imply an open ^fiance to me, notwithftanding 
he cannot be ignorant how that the Common 
Law, the High Court of Chancery, and even a 
late Aft of Parliament, ^^ For fecuring the 
•* Right and Property of Bookfcllers to their 
** Copies,'* will all plead in my behalf. But 
perhaps Mr. Tonfon may imagine, that a poor 
orphan, and one whom he may.(falfely) think 
deftitute of friends, will never be able to cope 
with fo potent an adverfary as himfelf i but be 
pleafed, Sir, to inform him, that it is my re- 
iblution (without ample fatisfadtion given me) 
to maintain my right, and have recourfe to the 
law for juftice. To thefe an immediate anfwer 
is expedted ; otherwife the pUiblick fliall be ap- 
prifed of the great injuftice done to them in 
general, and in particular to the poor and op- 
prcffed orphan, Rovston Meredith. 

* Mr. Steele's bookfelicr in ordinary. R. M. 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXL. 
To Mr. Meredith. 

Sir, St. Jamw's-ftrcct, Oft. ^6, 17J4. 

I HAVE, a fecond tetter; from you* The ftyld 
of the firlt^was very harih to one whom you 
ace not at all acquainted with; but there were 
fuggeftioQS in it which might give excufe for 
being out of,;hucnour at one v$fom you might 
perhaps think was. the Occafion of damage tp 
you. You mentioned alfo an orpfaa'n, which 
^ord was a defence againfl any warm reply j 
but^ fince you are pleated to go on in an intem- 
perate way of talk, I Ihali give myself no more 
trouble to enquire about what } ou complain^ 
but reft fatisfied in doing all the good offices I 
can to the Reverend Author's Grandchild, now 
in town. Thus, leaving you 'to contend about 
your thie to his writings, and wiftung you fuc* 
cefs, if you-' have juftice on your fide, I beg you 
will give me no more ill language, and 3rou will 
pblige, Sir, your humble fcrvant, 

Richard Steele^ 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXLI*. 
To William Honeycomb^ Efq.f* 

THE feven former volumes of the Spec- 
tator having been dedicated to feme of 
the. moil celebrated peribiiis<Kf the age, I take 
leave to inferibe this eighth and laft to* you, as 
to a gentleman who hath ever been ambitious of 
appearing in the beft company. 

You are iia# wholly retired from the bufy 
part of mankind, and at leifure to reflet upon 
your paft atchievements ; for whicdi reafcMi I 
look upon you as a perfon very well qua)i£ed 
for a dedication. 

- 1 may poilibly difappoint my readers, and 
ryourfelf too, if I do not endeavour, on this oc- 
jcafion, to m^ke the vwrld acquainted with your 
3irirtues« And here, Sir, I ftaJl not complihicnt 
you upon your birth, perfon, or fortune ; n©r 
^ny other the like perfe&ions, which you pof- 
tfcfs whether you will or no : but fliall oijly touch 
»pon thofe which are of your own aeqv^ring, 
and in which every one muft allow you have ^ 
real merit. . : 

Your jaDty air and cafy motion, the volubi- 
lity of your difcourfe, the fuddennefs of your 

* This dedication, prefixed tb the eighth .volume of " The 
'* Spc£tator/' is fufpcded to have been written by Euftace 
Budgeli. 

f Generally fuppofed to be Col. Cleland. See p. 1 14. 

laugh, 
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laiigh^ the matrngement of your fnuff-box^ witk 
the whitenefs of your hands and teeth (which 
hav^ juftly gained you the envy of the moft po- 
lite part of the male world , and the love of the 
greateft beauties in the female)^ -are entirely to 
be aficribed to your own perfonal genius and ap- 
plication. 

. . You are formed for thefe accompliihments by 
a happy turn of nature, and have finifbed your- 
felf in them by the utmoil improvements of art.- 
A man that is defective in either of thefe quali- 
fications (whatever may be the fecret ambitioa 
of his heart) muft never hope to make the figure 
you have done, among the fafhionable part of 
his fpeciesr It is therefore no wonder we fee 
fuch multitudes of afpiring young men fall Ihort 
c{ you in all thefe beauties of your character, 
notwithftanding the ftudy and practice of them 
is the whole bufinefs of their lives. But I need 
not tell you that the free and difengaged beha- 
viour of a fine gentleman makes as many auk« 
ward beaux, as the eafinefs of your favourite 
hath made ififipid poets. 

At prefent you are content to aim all your 
charms at your own fpoufe, without farther 
thought of mifchief to any others of the fex. I 
know you had formerly a very great contempt 
for that pedantic race of mortals who call them* 
felves Philofophers ; and yet, to. your honour 
be it fpoken, there is not a S^ge of theiTi all 

could 
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could have better aAed up to their precepts id 
one of the mod important points of life : I 
mean^ in that generous difregard of popular 
opinion which you fliewed fome years ago^ when 
you chofe for your wife an obfcure ypung wo- 
man^ who 4oth not indeed pretend to an an- 
cient family, but has certainly as many forefa- 
thers as any lady in the land^ if the could but 
reckon up their names. 

I muft ow% I conceived very extraordidaf/ 
hopes of you from the moment that you con- 
defied, your age, and from eight-and-forty 
(where you had ftuck fo many years) very ing^ 
niouily ftepped into your grand clima^erick. 
Your deportment has fince been very venerable 
and becoming. If I am rightly informed, you 
make a regular appearance every quarter-fcf- 
fions among your brothers of the quorum; and, 
if things go on as they do, ftand fair for being 
a colonel of the militia. I am told that your 
time pafles away as agreeably in the amufe- 
tnents of a country life, as it ever did in the 
gallantries of the town ; and that you now take 
aslnuch pleafure in the planting of young trees, 
as you did formerly in the cutting down of your 
old ones. In ihort, we hear from all hands 
that you are thoroughly reconciled to your 
dirty acres, and have not too much wit to look 
into your own eftate. 

After having fpoken thus miich of my Pa- 

troDi 
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iron, I muft take the privilege of an Author id 
faying fomcthing of myfelf. I fliall there/ore 
beg leave to add, that I have purpofely omitted 
fetting thofe marks to the end of every paper, 
which appeared in mf former volumes, that 
you may have an opportunity of fliewing Mrs. 
Honeycomb the Ihrewdnefs of your conjedures, 
by afcribing every fpeculation to its proper au- 
thor : though you know how often many pro- 
found Criticks in ftyle and fentiments have very 
judicioufly erred in this particular, before they 
were let into the fecret. I am, Sir^ your moll 
faithful, humble fervant. The Spectator. 



LETTER CCCCXLII ♦. 
To Mr. Walpole t- 

Sir, Ln^S^l 

WHOEVER reads the following Apology 
will eafily allow me, that I am much 

lefs 

* Prefixed to Steele's *' Apology for himfelf and hi* WriV' 
<• ings, 17x5.** 

t Robert Walpolc, cfq. bom Aug. 26, 1674, ^*8 cliofco 
member for King's-Lynn in 17005 and continued to repre&nt 
that corporation till crea^tcd an Earl ^ excepting th^ interval of one 
feflion, when he was expelled the Houfe (Dec. 30, 17x1)1 and 
fent to the Tower. He was appointed of the council to Ptiocc 
George, Lord High Admiral, in June, 1705 ; Secretary at War, 
Feb 12, 1707-85 Treafurer of the Navy, Jan. 13, 17C9-10. 
On Dr. Sacheverell's impeachment, Mr. Walpole was one of 
the managers. He ^va8 removed from his cmploymenu is Au* 

/ guft 
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Icfs concerned for the fame of a writer than that 
oi an honeft man. I have declared the affiftances 
I had in compofifng the writings which are here 
defended ; for the upright purpofe, the inno* 
cent intention of them, is all which I am 
anxious to affert. In defence of truth I in- 
curred popular hatred and contempt, with the 
profpeft of fuffering the ivant even of the ordi- 
nary conveniencies of life. The probability of 

guft T71Q; and was not in any office during the reft cf the 
Queen's reign. He was appointed Paymafter of the Forces Sept; 
^4, 17 14; and fwom of the Privy Council Oft. t; conftituted 
Firft Lord Commiflioner of the Treafury and ChanceUor of tht 
Exchequer 061. 10, 1715 ; and the fame year was elefted Chair- 
man of " the Committee of Secrecy." He reHgned his high 
places April lo, 1717 s but was appointed Paymafter of the 
Forces June 4^ 1720; and refumed his offices in the Treafury 
April 4, 17Z1. He was one of the Lords Juftices and fole Se- 
cretary of State in 1725, during the abfence of the Lords Townf- 
end and Carteret, who went with the King to Hanover. He 
was elefted a Knight of the Bath in 1725, and was again one of 
the Lords Judices ; was ele£led a Knight of the Garter in 1726, 
and inftalled June 16. He was a third time one of the Lords, 
Jufticcs, in 1727. On the acceffion of King George IL he was 
continued in all his high polls ; was chofen a Governor of the 
Charter houfe, and attended at. the coronation as a Privy Coun- 
fellor and Knight of the Garter. In the firft feffion of the Par- 
liament which met Dec. 4, 1741, finding a flrong party againft 
him in the nation as well as in the parliament, he retignedall his 
places, and wa» created, Feb. 9, 1741-2, Baron Houghton, Vil- 
count Walpole, and Earl of Orford. He afterwards, the inquiry 
into bis conduft being dropt, or rather fufpended, lived a very 
retired life, enjoying reft from his labours, the Iweets of priFate 
fiiendihip, and the cftcem and love of his Sovereign 5 but was 
much afflicted with the ft one, which at length put a period to 
his life, March iS, 1745-6, in his 72d year. 

being 
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b^ing tindone I could not but fottn to myfelf 
when I took upon me what I did ; but a weight 
heavier than all this fell upon me, to wit, a re-* 
folution of the reprefentative of my country to 
my dilhonour. This indeed was a blow unex- 
pected ; nor could it enter into my imagination, 
that the infolence of any minifter could run fo 
high, as to demand of the Houfe of Commons 
to punilh one of its members for being unac* 
ceptable to him. The perufal of this pamphlet 
will convince the reader, there was not fo much 
a^ the appearance of any other motive for my 
expulfion. The day of debate was indeed a 
very memorable one, and the perfons concerned 
in it hugely worth fufpending the councils of a 
nation. It was remarkable however, that fuch 
was the force of truth, that the member accufed 
had not an harfh perfonal exprefSon ufed againft 
him; and the minifler, in the midfl: of all his 
power, who brought on the accufation, was 
treated in the manner which all mankind knows 
he deferves. As for my part, I ever thought 
meanly of the capacity, though not, till lately, 
of the good-nature of that demagogue, and faw 
very well his audacioufnefs would one day fuffer 
by his ignorance. .It was vifible, whatever be- 
came of his country, which I believe had little 
Ihare in his Lordfliip's cares, he would, with the 
wand in his hand, raife powers which he would 
want ikill to command, and which come* 
quentjy would tear him himfelf in pieces. 

F f . But, 
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But, without dwelling upon the contempla- 
tion of mifchi^fs wrought by a cunning wicked 
creature^ placed in a ilation proper only for a 
wife and virtuousHuan, I am now to give you 
my thanks for your generous defence of me in 
this great adverfity. Your behaviour was in- 
deed equally noble during the whole French ad- 
miniftration, and your eloquence was of public 
iervice to your country, when the Prerogative 
was drained to the utmofl, not to exalt our own 
Sovereign, but to compliment France with the 
greatnefs and intereft of her, and her people. 
The intervention of Providence has given us a 
itand againft the imminent deftrudion which 
fuch iniquity and folly had placed before onr 
^yes, and men in great employments can now 
be fafe without depending upon France. 

I have mentioned Dunkirk till I am fick ; and 
there are not words to repr^fent the infamous 
behaviour in a Miniftry, to cover fo great and 
pernicious an impofture upon their country^ as 
the in>provemcnt of that port under the pre- 
tence of the demolition of it. 

You have the honour and happinefs to have 
eminently op^ofed all the incurfions which thefe 
guilty men made upon the greatnefs of the 
Crown, and the welfare of the fubjedt, by pFofti- 
tuting them both to their own felgfh defigns^ 
and deftroyingy as far as in them lay, the good 
namcof all men of virtue an4 fervice* 

They 
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They ha-ve indeed reaped this good^ that 
there can be nothing faid of tbcmfelves, the 
worft fervants that ever Sovereign employed, but 
what they had caufed to be laid to the charge 
of thofe who were their predeceflbrs; perfond 
whofe abilities had raifed their country to fuch 
a grandeur^ that nothing but the unnatural in* 
duftry of her own minifters could lower, to th(S 
helplefs condition to which they had reduced it, 

Thefe evils could not have been fupported, 
had not the demagogues, by the abufe of power, 
deafened many in the Legiflature againft atten- 
tion to the true intereft of themfeUes and their 
country j while an inconfidcrable creature, who 
had the good«will of no man, could manage 
averfions fkilfully enough, to be fufFered to de- 
ftroy all, for fear of an alteration of affairs that 
might be grateful tp an oppofite party. 

Were the following inftance of the harlh and 
odious difpoiition in gentlemen tg fit deter- 
mined, before bearing, the concern only of me 
and mine, it would not be worth troubling the 
world with fo many Words on the occafipn ; buC 
neither what I now write, nor what you much 
better fpoke, is a cafe of fo little confequence ; 
and when you undertook it, you knew you were 
pleading for the rights and liberties of the Cpm* 
nions of England ; and I will take upon me to 
fay, that there never was a greater infult on the 
conUitution than ^^ this, except ope pra&ife^ by 
Ff2 tKe' 
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the fame perfoti^ without the lead deference to 
the order of things, the common fenfe of man- 
kind, the honour of the Crown, or the property 
of the fubjedt. 

It needs not be faid what 'this greater impu- 
dence was, nor who^had fo little grace as to be 
guilty of it : it was he who was born in our 
days for the chaftifement and dilhonour of them, 
a tool whofe infignificancy makes forrow, occa- 
•fionedby him, the fubjeft of laughter^ takes all 
dignity from diftrefs, and renders calamity ri- 
diculous. 

As to my own part under the fantaftical ty- 
tanny of the demagogue's adminiftration, could 
what you faid in the Houfe be communicated to 
the publick, I Ihould have no need of this de- 
fence; but fince I have not here the affiflance of 
your eloquence, I beg the advantage of your 
fiame and charafter : for I know it will be an 
argument «vith every honeft man that my caufe 
was good, that you fo zealoufly efpoufed it ; for 

* that admirable talent of fpeaking, of which you 
afe matter, has never been proftituted to ferve 
dilhoneft purpofes ; and you have too candid a 
fpirit, not to cfteem it a praife, rather than dif- 
paragement of' your eloquence, that the caufe 

* for which you have at any time pleaded needed 
no art bat from the iniquity of its oppofcrs. 

The happy ability of explaining the moft dif- 
ficult parts of bufincfs to men wholly unac- 

. quainted 
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quainted withncgociation, has been as ufeful to 
the publick as' honourable to yourfclf. As you 
have detedcd the artful, fo you have helped the 
ignorant of your very adverfaries, according to 
their intention to abufe or ferve their country. 

It has been faid, that the greateft art is t6 
hide art ; but you have a much better inftru- 
ment towards perfuafion, the having nothing to 
conceal; for truth is as certably the greateft 
eloquence, as honefty is the belt policy. Let 
thofe who fpeak or ad: againft their confcience, 
obtain their little purpofes and applaufes ; be it 
ever your commendation, to defpife artifice, and 
pradtife uprightnefs. A long courfe of fuffering 
for ypur zeal in an honeft caufe, has gained you 
the charadler of an open honeft Engliih gentle«> 
man, with a capacity which takes off the im- 
putation of weaknefs from fimplicity of manners, 
and adds the dignity of knowledge to the beauty 
of innocence. 

As I never entered inta political debates with 
ambitious views, but have brought my defires^ 
within the neceflaries and decent conveniencics 
of life, I am the more jealoufly tenacious of the 
little I erpefl: of the world ; which is, only, to 
accept of my ferviceto the beft of my ability^ 
without loading me with unjuft reproach. In 
this reafonable expedation Mr. Walpole genc- 
roufly lent me his protedion ; and though he 
f ould not perfuade my judges to dp mc jufticc, 
Ff3 he 
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he convinced them I defcrved a different fen-* 
tencc from what they pronounced. But, alas ! 
they had learned, by lon^ pradice, to do (harnc* 
ful things without being alhamed ; and though 
your arguments could command their aflent, it 
could not make them utter it in my favour. 
You fent them away, I thank you, with the 
feme thoughts of themfelves which you had of 
them ; and whatever force and oppre[ffion deter^ 
mined, in the eye of reafon and coplfcience the 
judges were convi^, and the accufed man found 
innocent. \ 

I humbly thank you for your emihent part in 
this affair, and congratulate you xm repeivinji; 
the favour of your Prince * for yoiir ftrvicc to 
your country. i 

As doing good to the publickis t^e motive of 
conferring favours, it is, with fuch as you, the 
rule in enjoying them. I wilh you the poffef* 
lion of all your frank heart defirei; and am, 
with great refped. Sir, your moft obliged, moft 
t)bedient, and moft hqmble fervant, 

Richard iSteele, 

♦ Mr. Walpolc was at that time Paymafter of the Forces, and 
% Privy Cou^fellor. See p. 432. 
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CCCCXLIII* 
ADDRESS TO THE KING*. 

To the KING'S Mofl: Excellent Majesty. 

The humble Addrefs of the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Clare, Lord Lieutenant, and the 
Deputy Lieutenants of the County of Middle- 
fex, and City and Liberty of Weftminften 

WE your Majcfty*s moft dutiful and loyal 
fubjetts, the Lord Lieutenant and De- 
puty Lieutenants of the county of Middlefex, 
and city and liberty of Weftminfter, beg leave, 
upon our firfl: public meeting, to congratulate 
your Majefty upon your fafe and peaceable ac- 
cefEon to your undoubted right. We receive 
the invaluaBle bleffing with all the proper fenti- 
ments of undiffembled joy, afFedtion, and zeal. 

* *' April 7, 1715, the Deputy Liemeoants for the county of 
Middlefex, and city and liberty of Weftminfter^ gave a moft 
magnificent and fplendid entertainment to the kight Honourable 
the Earl of Ciare, their Lord Lieutenant, the Lord Vifcount 
Townihend, General Stanhope, the Earl of Lincoln, and ieveral 
other perfons of diftin£tion. At this meeting the Loj-d Licu^e-. 
nant and Deputy Lieutenants agreed upon an addrefs drawn up 
by Richard Steele, Efqutre, one of their body ; which, the next 
day, -the Earl of Clare, at the head of his JDeputy Lieutsenants, 
being introduced by the Lord Vifcount Townihend, prefemed 
to his Majefty. His Majefty^ as a mark of his fpecial favour, 
was plealcd, on this occaiion, to beilow the honour of knight- 
hood on three of the deputy lieutenants, %w«e» Robert Thornhilly 
3R.ichard Steele, and George Cooke^ Ef^uires.*' Poliucal Sme, 
^oU IX. p. 273i 

Ff4 Our 
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Our joy IS the joy of men whofe pad fear$ 
beightjen their prefent fatisfaftion : fears which 
have no other proof that they werd imaginary, 
but that Providence hath been much more mer- 
ciful to us than we could in reafon exped:. 

The liberty and happinefs of mankind was the 
glorious caufe, and the glorious end^ of that Re- 
volution which tranfmitted to us our prefent fe* 
curity : a tranfadkion which, fince your Ma- 
jefty's accefiion to the crown, Ihines with re* 
doubled luftre, and bears upon it fuch charac- 
ters of glory as they, whp have not hitherto been 

' able or willing to fee, cannot efcape enjoying in 
;ts influences upon the public welfare. 

This happinefs appears confirmed to us when 
we behold a Britiflx parliament once more anxi- 
ous for the Britilh honour, equallf difpofed to 
enquire into the behaviour of thofe who dimi- 
niihed it, and to refcue the injured reputation of 
the illuftrious men by whofe councils and ac- 
tions it was once raifcd to the hjgheft pitch of 
greatniefs* 

From thde concurring circumflances we af- 
fure onrfelves, that the time is now comcj^ where- 
in integrity and uprightnefs fliall no Ipnger bp 
idiftinguilhed from true policy j wherein cunning 
<haU np loqger pafs fpr wifdpm, nor deceitful- 
nefs for prudence ; but the meafures of a wife, 
juft, benpficent, apd fteady adminiftration, Ihall 
eftabliih the profpcrity of thefe realms, by ^ 

-•/ itrift 
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fb:\& alliance with thofe powers, the abandon- 
ing of whom has fp manifeftly appeared fatal to 
th^m and ourfelves. 

On this occafion permit us further to congra^ 
tulate your Majefty, in that we cannot but daily 
obferve numbers of your Majefly's fubjefts aft 
accordiqg to their re^l fentiments^ and to extri* 
cate themfelvcs frpm the \\l impreffions under 
which they were mifled by artful men, to make 
choice of fuch as favoured defigns deftrudive of 
the liberties of that very conftitutiop which thcf 
were elefted to preferve and defend. 

As for us, whom your Majefty has entruited 
Wjith the militia of this county, we folemnly pror- 
^life, th^t we will faithfully execute the tru^ 
r/jppfcd in us ; that we will be fo far from cn-» 
couraging q|; conniving at any of thofe riots and 
^iford^rs which your Majefty has juftly com* 
plained of, as the reproach of fome late years, 
that no endeavours, on pur part, (ball be want* 
ing, to prevent and fupprefs the leaft tendency to 
any commotion. 

We flatter oqrfelvcs that our lateft pofterity 
ihall e^oy thofe bleftings we now do in your 
Majefty's reign, from the eminent virtues of the 
Prince of Wales, and the pleafmg profpeft of 
hi$ numerous iffue : which that they may do, 
^re the fincere prayers of your Majefty*s moft 
dutiful and loyal fubje<^$. 

[To 
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[To which his Majefly was pleafed to return 
the following mofl; gracious anfwer :] 

** I thank you for your very loval and duti- 
« ful addrefs/' 



LETTER CCCCXLIV*. 

To the Earl of Clare t« 

My Lord, Uj^sl- 

THE following papers were written to con- 
front daring and wicked men in the pro- 
fecution of ptjrpofes deftruftive to their country. 
The honeft intention of them was what firft re- 
commended me to your Lordfliip's friendihip, 
.and I hope you will forgive me that I cannot 

* PreBzed to Steele's ** Political Wrjtings, 1715." 
f Thomas Lord Peiham^ the adopted heir to hit uncle John» 
Duke of Newcaftle, was born Aug. t, 1693 ; became Baroa 
PelhaiHy Feb. 23, 1711-123 was created Earl of Clare^ and 
Vtfcouiit Houghton, 0£l. 26, 17 149 made Cuftos Rotalorum of 
the county of Middlefex^ Nov. 10, and of Weftipinfter, Dec. 
2S, 1714. ; and the fame year Steward of Sherwood Foreft ;• cre- 
ated Marquis^nd Duke of Newcaftle upon.Tyne, Aug. 2, 171 5 s 
ele£led a Knighi; of the Garter, July 22, 1718. On refigniag 
the poft of Lord Chamberlain, April 2, 1724, he was appointed 
Secretary of State ; chofen Recorder of Nottingham in April, 
i7 2r«,; High Steward of Cambridge in July^ 1737 1 Chancelipr 
of that univerfity, 1749; Firft Lord of the Trcafury, ,on the 
death of his brother, 1754, ^ P^^ which he held with a fmall 
-hucrval until the year 1762, when he nii^ed it; was ereatcd 
Duke of Newcaftle under Lii^e, Nov. 13, 1756 ; appointed Lcgrd 
Privy Seal, July 15, 1765, but continued fo only about one 
year. He died Nov. 17, 1768^ 

conceal 
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conceal a circumllance fo advantageous to the 
* fame of them as that of your Lordihip's appro** 
l>ation. 

The painful ftruggle under fo great a diffi* 
culty, as explaining with a miniftry in open 
contradi<ftion to their proceedings, is what can 
be fupported by nothing lefs than the teftimony 
of a good confcience^ and an heart pure from a 
vicious ambition, ^nd thefe are fuch fupports 
as will keep a man from languilhing in difcon^ 
tient, ihould he^ amidft the profperities of the 
caufe he has endeavoured to ferve^ live to find 
zeal for the publick, of all human virtues, the 
moil expofed to the cool comfort of being iti^ 
own reward; and that which was undertaken 
againft the inclinations to mirth and pleafurc, 
out of a fenfc of duty and honour, to have littlq 
other effedt than to become a man's chaTat3:erif- 
tick, and by that means to give a turbulent air 
to all bis other pretcnfions, and even to fiok the 
agreeibleneffi of the friend and companion, by 
the appeiatrance of fomewhat fuppofed to be dc«- 
manding in the piatriot. 

But why do I mention thefe things heref 
•AH th^ world is witncfs, that it hath been your 
J^rdfliip's early inclination to find out and tx^ 
courage the lovers of your country, to comfort 
thern under the neglect of their friends, an4 
iupport them againft the refentment of their 
(enemies. 

7 Your 
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Your Lordlhip is produced by Providence, in 
an ample and flowing fortune, to make a Hand 
for honefty, and to preferve the names of virtue 
and honour from oblivion. Whoever has ex- 
erted himfelf for the publick, has at your houfc 
a friend and a benefactor : diftindtions are there 
made by the rule of reafon and juftice ; a young 
and noble heart, generoufly difpofed by Nature, 
and fortified by letters, can, determine, in fpitc 
of prevailing fafliion to the contrary, that good 
and evil are really difl:in(3: confideratioixs, and 
that " to diftinguifli virtuous men is the belt 
** knowledge of the world/' 

I could give a thoufand inftances of your 
Lordlhip's great humanity: this way, and of 
your having attained in your firft years to be 
** the terror of ill, and the refuge of good men.-* 
What can fondnefs itfelf wilh more for a man^ 
than to have wealth, and the beft fenfe in the 
ufe of it ; than to be elegantly delightful, art- 
lefsly eloquent, difcfeetly fincere, and judici* 
oufly bountiful ? Your Lordfhip will be tranfp 
mitted to futurity by the profeflbrs of thofe li* 
beral arts you protedt and encourage. The pre- 
fent I now make you can give me no opportu- 
nity to endeavour that way. But, as thefc oc- 
cafional writings are arguments againfl: the ini- 
curfions made upon our liberty, and written 
even when thofe innovations were firft attempt- 
ed J I humbly defire your Lordlhiy's protedtion 

tQ 
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to them and their author, who is, with the ut-^ 
•moft integrity, my Lord, your Lordftiip's moft 
obliged, moft obedient, and moft humble fer- 
vant, Richard Steele. 



LETTER CCCCXLV ♦. 

To Sir Samuel Garth f. 

Sir, [i7iSl* 

AS foon as I thought of making the Lover 
a prefent to one of my friends, I refolved, 
without farther diftrafling my choice, to fend it 
to the best-natured man. You are fo uni- 
verlally known for this charader, that an epiftle 
fo directed would find its way to you without 
your name, and I believe nobody but you your- 
felf would deliver fuch a fuperfcription to any 
other perfon. 

♦ Prefixed to an ediiion of " The Lover and Reader," in 
i2mo, 1715. 

t Dr. Samuel Garth, the celebrated author of " The Difpcn* 
** fary.'* — The firft edition of this admirable poem came out in 
Z694; and went through three impreilions in a few months. 
This extraordinary encouragement put him upon making feve* 
ral improvements in it; and in 1706 he publiihed a fourth edi- 
tion, with feveral additions. Major Pack obferves, that '* The 
** Difpenfary had loft and gained in every edition ; almoft every 
** thing tbat Sir Samuel left out being a robbery from the pub- 
** lick, tvhiift «very thing that he added was an cmbellifhment 
'* to his poem." On the acceffion of King George I. he had 
the honour of being knighted with the Duke of Marlborough's 
fword. He died Jan. i8| 17x8-19. 

This 
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This propensity i$ the neareft a kin to love ^ 
and goodnature is the worthieft affedlion of the 
mind, as love is the nobleft paffion of it : while 
.the latter is wholly employed in endeavouring to 
make happy one fingle objedt:, the other diiFufes 
its benevolence to all the world. 

As this is your natural bent, I cannot but con- 
gratulate to you the lingular felicity that your 
profefEon is fo agreeable to your temper. For 
what condition is more delirable than a conftant 
impulfe to relieve the diftrefled, and a capacity 
to adminifter that relief? When the fick man 
bangs his eye on that of his phyfician, how 
plcafing muft it be to fpeak comfort to his an- 
guilh, to raife in him the firft motions of hope, 
to load him into a perfuaiion that he Ihall return 
to the company of his friends, the care of his 
family^ and all the bleffings of being ? 

The manner in which you praftife this hea- 
venly faculty of aiding human life, ii according 
to the liberality of fcience, and demonftrates that 
your heart is more fet upon doing good than 
, growing rich. 

The pitiful artifices which empiricks are 
. guilty of to drain calh out of yaletudinarians, ate 
the abhorrence of your generous mind ; Md it is 
as common with Garth to fupply indigent pa- 
-tients with money for food, as to receive it from 
wealthy ones for phyfick- How much more 
amiable. Sir, would the ^enerofity whUh is al- 
:. ...*.- ready 
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ready applauded by all that know you^ appear 
to thofe whofe gratitude you every day refufe, . 
if they knew that you refift their prefents left 
you fhould fupply thofe whofe wants you know, 
by taking from thofe with whofe neceffities you 
are unacquainted ? 

The families you frequent receive you as their 
friend and well-wilher, whofe concern, in their 
behalf, is as great as that of thofe who are re- 
lated to them by the ties of blood and the fanc- 
tions of afEnity. This tendernefs interrupts the 
fatisfadiions of converfation, to which you are 
fo happily turned ; but we forgive you that otir^ 
mirth is often infipid to you, while you fit ab- 
fent to what paffes amongft us from your care of 
fuch as languilh in ficknefs^ We are fenfiblc 
their diftrefles, inftead of being removed by 
company, return more ftrongly to your imagi- 
nation by comparifon of their condition to th^ 
jollities of health. 

But I forget- I am writing a dedication ; and 
in an addrefs of this kind, it is more ufual to 
celebrate mens great talents, ^han thofe virtues 
to which fuch talents ought to be fubfervient ; 
yet where the bent of a man's fpirit is taken up 
in the application of his whole force to fervethe 
world in his profeflion, it would be frivolous 
not to entertain him rather with thanks for what 
he is, than applaufes for what he is capable of 
being, Befidcs, Sir, there is no room for fay- 
/ • ' ing 
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ihg any thing to you, as you are a man of wit, 
and a great poet ; all that can be fpokcn that is 
worthy an ingenuous fpirit, in the celebration 
of fuch faculties, has been incomparably faid 
by yourfelf to others, or bj others to you : you 
have never been excelled in this kind but by 
tbofe who have written in praife of you : I will 
hot pretend to be your rival even with fuch an 
advantage over you ; but, afluring you, in Mr. 
Codrington's words *, that I do not know whe- 
ther my love or admiration is greater, I remain. 
Sir, your mod faithful friend, and moft obliged, 
fumble fervant, Richard Steele; 



CCCCXLVL 
Original Preface f to " The Drummer," 1715. 

HAVING recommended this Play to the 
town, and delivered the copy of it to the 
bookfeller, I think myfelf obliged to give fome 
?fCCount of it. 

It had been fome years in the hands of the 
author; and, falling under my perufal, I thought 
fo well of it, that I perfuaded him to make fome 
additions and alterations to it, and let it appear 

* ** Thou haft no faults, or I no faults canYpy 5 
** Thou art all beauty, or all blindncfs 1.'* 

CoDRiNGTON to Dr. Gdrth, before Th« Difpenfaf /• 
t Sec hereafter, N«» CCCCLV. 

upon 
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upon the fiage. I own I was very highly pleafed 
with it, and liked it the better for the want of 
thofe ftudied fimilies and repartees which we, 
who have writ before him, have thrown into 
our plays^ to indulgj^ and gain upon a falfe tafie 
that has prevailed for many years in the Bri- 
tiih theatre. I believe the author would halve 
condefcended to fall into this way a little more 
than he has, had he, before the writing of it, 
been often prefent at theatrical reprefentations. 
I was confirmed in my thoughts of the play, by 
the opinion of better judges to whom it was 
communicated, who obferved, that the fcenes 
were drawn after Moliere's manner, and that an 
eafy and natural vein of humour ran through 
the whole. 

I do not queftion but the reader will difcovcr 
this, and fee many beauties that efcaped the au« 
dience) the. touches being too delicate for every 
taile in a popular aflembly. My brother- iharers 
were of opinion, at the firft reading of it, that 
it was like a pid:ure in which the flrokes were 
not ftrong enough to appear at a diftance. As 
it is not in the common way of writing, the ap* 
probation was at firft doubtful, but has rifea 
every time it has been aded, and has given an 
opportiuiity in feveral of its parts for as juft and 
good a&ion as ever I faw on the ftage. 

The reader will confidcr that I fpeak here, 
not as the author^ but as the pi^smtee. Which 
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is^ perhaps^ the r^afon why I am not diiTufc in 

the praifes of the Play, left I ihould feem like a 

- man who cries up his own wares only to draw 

in cuftomers. Richard Steele. 



LETTER CCCCXLVIL 
To Mr. Hughes. 

Dear Sir, St. JamesVftreet, Jan. 8, 1715-16*. 

A PAPER, called " The Town-talk f/ is 
particularly deligned to be helpful to the 
.ftage. If you have not fent the maik Xj which 
is to come out on Thurfday, to prefs, if you 
. pleafe to f/snd me the copy, it fliall be recom- 
mended to the town, and publijQicd on Thurf- 
day night with that paper. Your aife&ipnate, 
friend, and moft humble fervant, 

Richard Steele. 



CCCCXLVIIL 
Preface to "The EnglUhman,'' vol. IL 

THE former volume of The Englijhman was 
written with a direA intention to deftroy 

^ Steele was at this time member for Boroughbridge in Yoik- 
ihire. D. 

t Neither this, nor " The Theatre," nor " The Spinftcr," 
(all by the fame hand), have been collcftcd into volumes. D. 
► J <* ApoUo and Daphne," a mafqoe by Mr. Hughes, fct to rou- 
fic by Dr. Pepufch. See it in his ** Poems,** vol. II. p. 167. D. 

4 the 
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.the credit, and fruftrate the defigns, of wicked 
men, at that time i^ power. 

To iftfiauate that there are evil purpofes in 
the miniilers (rf one's country, is, in itfelf, a fe- 
ditious apd unwarrantable pr adtice ; but the ap- 
parent tendency of the proceedings in the late 
times juftified the difrefped with which the offi* 
cers of the ftate were then treated. 

That volume alarmed mankind againft their 
idefignd ; and this lays tc^ether h&$ which muft 
convince all the world of the methods they had 
taken to accompliih them. 

It is incumbent upon one, who had treated 
them fo frankly when they were only fufpeded^ 
to make good what he feemed to accufe them 
of, now their aAions are brought to light. 

There needs no apology for the liberty taken 
with their charaders upon fo good a foundation 
' as the Report of a Conunittee of the Houfe of 
Commons. 

It is no matter to the author of The EngUJh-^ 
msfty whether they are ever puniihed for what 
they have done, according to their deferts. He 
has done all he could to make them live in in- ^ 
famy, and, after that, he cares not how long 
t^r'ey live. 

But our Author's behaviour upon fome late 

circurpftanccs has been thought inconfiftent with 

this fpirit ; and it has appeared unaccountable, 

that he who was thiis violent againft the parri- 

Gg2 cides. 
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cides, difcovered, in a certain place^ inclination 
to lenity towards the rebels *. - 

For very many reafons that matter is not to 
be refumed here ; but, granting that he had de- 
clared for mercy, it might poffibly be, that his 
heart failed againft fubmiffive criminals, though 
he has appeared determinate agsunft triumphant 
wickednefs. It ordinarily happens that the fame 
men who make an attack very bravely upon 
troops in good order, do leafi execution upon 
them when they are put to flight, or aik quarter. 
But I never heard it faid, that they were the lefi 
zealous for the caufe, or that they were held de- 
ferters from the fervice, becaufe they have been 
•over-run, in purfuing a defeat, by their friends, 
who were m the rear at the qnfet. 

* St^ILE wis wont to exprefs himfelf with fmartncfs againft 
the errors of men, without bitternefs towards their perfons. Mr* 
Whifton, a zealous Chriftiam fui generis, in his ** Memoirsy" 
2d edit. 1753, z vols. p^. 257, Of /eq» with little judgement^ and! 
lefs gratitude, reproaches Steelb, who was one of his moft ac* 
tive bcnefaftors, with incmtffency^ for writing in «* The Theatre* 
agalnft the South Sea ftheiiief when it portended the mifchiefsof 
which it was pregnant, and fpeaking in the Houfe of Commons 
in recommendation of lenity to the DhreSers, after the mifchieft 
were produced ; as if, forfooth, there was any incongruity be- 
tween expreffing detieftation at a crime|.jnd ezercifing homanit/ 
to a criminal. See Tatlbr, whh No^ vol. VI. N® 251, p» 
a86, &c. It feeros, Sir Richard was in Ifte manner reproaoficd 
for adfifing lenity to the rebels of 17 15, after the rebellion ma 
entirely fupprefled} though, ill pleafed with the tamenefs oiAft\ 
1>ison's ^ Freeholder," he is reported to have faid, that ** jik>* 
" Temment had madie choice of a iute on an occafion whtH they 
<< ought to hare madt ufe of a irumfeu^ 

LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCXLIX. 

From the Edxtok of " A Lady's Travels * into 
"Spain," 1716, to Sir Richard Steele. 

Sir, [i7i6»] 

THE reputation you have obtained in the 
world for learning, wit^ good fenfe, and a 
general knowledge of mankind , very much ex* 
pofes you to addreflcs of this nature. 

I ihould hardly prefume to prefs in with this 
little work, amongft the many who feek to ffaa- 
dow their labours under your patronage, but that 
I think the ingenious produdions of the fair fex 
^ have a particular claim to it. You fliew, in fe- 
veral of your writings, a fpecial regard to the 
improvement of that fex in the politer part of 
knowledge, by endeavouring to refcue them 
from the prejudices of a narrow education, and 
to enlarge their notions of things. The example 
this lady affords them of wit, judgement, and 
capacity, i;nay excite the emulation of fome, and 
concur with your motives to anfwer that end* 
This reafon, together with the aflurances I have 
of your readinefs to encourage fuch works as 
have a tendency to inform the judgements, or 
improve any of the virtues of mankind, makes 

^ This entertaining little work, written originally by Madam 
Daunoity paifed through many editions before this Dedication 
was prefixed to it, and has alfo been iince then frequently re- 
printed. It was one of the firft books that gaye any trye account 
of Spain. 

G g 3 me 
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mc flatter myfelf ypu will give Qielter to a new 
edition of this, I need not fay much as to the 
judicious performance of it ; you will eafily per- 
ceive the obfervations (he has made upon the 
humours of the Spaniard to be very juft ; the 
drefs ihe has put them in^ elegant and neat ; and 
her expreffion familiar, eafy, and clear. 

The former imprefiions of this book have 
been very well received in the world ; and I 
doubt not but this will meet with a better re- 
ception than any yet have done, by coming into 
it under your protedion. Whatever you efpoufe 
comes fufficiently recommended, and, with 
thofe that know you, will be taken for a con* 
vincing argument of its own merit. I cannot 
perfuade myfelf filently to pafs over one motive 
which fwayed very much with me to make you 
this addrefs ; and that is, a defire I have long 
entertained for an opportunity to. declare the 
veneration and efteem I have for you as a gentle- 
man, a fcholar, and a patriot. The two fitft 
charadlers you enjoy undifturbed ; and, to make 
good the laft, you have the apphnfcs of all true 
Tritons, for the vigorous efforts you made 
againft the late attacks upon the liberties of 
your country, by expofing the falfe reafonings 
of thofe men, who would have deluded us into 
a fatal fecurity, till Popery and tyranny had 
come down upon us like a mighty torrent, and 
overwhelmed us. I am. Sir, your moftobedit 
^nt, huaible fervant, 

LETTER 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 
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LETTER CCCCL*. 
From Mrs. Manlsy t to Sir Richard Steele. 



w 



H EN men caft their eyes upop epiftles 
of this kind, from the name of the per- 

fon 

• Prefixed to " Lucius,, a Tragedy, 1717 ;" being the dedica- 
tion already referred to in p. 27$. 

t Daughter of Sir Robert Manley, a zealous Royalift. Early 
in life fhe was cheated into marriage with a near relation, of her 
own name, \yho had at the fame time a former wife living. De- 
ferted by her hulband, fhe was patronifcd by the Duchefs of Cleve- 
land, who growing tired of Mis. Manley in fix months, difcharged 
her, on pretence that fhe intrigued with her fon. Retiring into 
folitude, fhe wrote her firfl Tragedy, « The Royal Mifchlef." 
This play being a£i:ed in 1696, with great fuccefs, ihe received 
fuch unbounded Incenfe from admirers, that Her apartment was 
crowded with men of wit and gaiety, which, in the end, proved 
fatal to her virtue. In the fame year fhe alfo publifhed " The 
*' loft Lover, or, jealous Hufband," a Comedy. In her retired 
hours fhe wrote ** The Atalantis;" for which, fhe having made 
free in it with feveral chara£^ers, her printer was apprehended, 
by a warrant from the Secretary's office. Mrs. Manley, unwiU 
ling an innocent perfon fhould fuflfer, prefented herfelf before the 
Court of King's Bench as the author. Lord Sunderland, then 
Secretary of State, being curious to know from whom ihe got in- 
formation of feveral paiticulars which were fuppofed above her 
own intelligence, (he replied, with great humility, " that fhe 
*< had no defign in writing further than her own amufement and 
** diverfion in the country, without intending particular reflec- 
** tions and charaf^ers 1 and did afTure them, that nobody was 
<' concerned w^th her." When' this was not believed, and the 
contrary urged againft her by feveral circumftances, ihe faid, 
** then it muft be by infpiration ', becaufe, knowing her own in- 
" nocence, ihe could account for it no other way.** Whether 
thofe in power were aihamed to bring a woman to trial for a few 
' amorous trifles, or whether (her charaAers being under feigned 

G g 4 names) 
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fon who makes the addrefit, and of him who re« 
ceives it^ they ufually have reafon to exped ap- 

plaufes 

Bamcs) the Uws did not s^ally reach her, (be was difcharged 
after feveral public ezaminatioDS. On the change of che Mi* 
piflry (he lived in reputation and gaiety^ and amufed herfelf in 
writing Poems and Letters, and converfing with the' Wits. A 
iecond edition of a volume of her Letters was publifiied in 17x3. 
** Lucius^" a well-received Tragedy, was written by her, and 
uSttd in 1 7 1 7. It was dedicated, as above, to Sir R. Steele, who was 
then on fucb friendly terms with her, that he wrote the prologue 
to this play, as Mr. Prior did the epilogue. She died July i (, 
X 7 24.-^T he welfare of fociety being not at all affe£led by the 
mifdeeds of thofe who have acquired any degree of eminence 
being known ; on the contrary, when it is feen that, in fpite of 
confiderable talents, poverty and contempt (as in the prefcntin- 
ilance) generally accompany any deviations from the rule of 
right, it will tend to promote the practice of virtue, and be at- 
tended with confequences beneficial to the community; the foi* 
lowing well -authenticated anecdote of Mrs. Manley is here pre- 
ferved. In 1705 flie was concerned with one Mrs. Mary Thomp- 
fon, a young woman who had been kept by a gentleman of the 
name of Pheafant, of Upwood, in Huntingdonfhire, and then 
deceafed, in profecuting a fuit in Po£iors Commons, on the part 
of Mrs. Thompfon, as the widow of Mr. Pheafant; the obje£k 
of the fuit being to edablifli her right of dower out of Mr- Phea> 
font's efiates, which were about 1500!. a year. Jt appears, on 
the evidence, which is recorded in Do£tors Commons, that Mn. 
Manley and Mrs. Thompfon were jointly concerned in the pro* 
fecution, and that (he was to have had lool. per annum for life» 
if it had fucceeded. They had procured one Edmund Smith, a 
very infamous fellow, and then a prifoner in the Fleer, to forge 
a marriage entry in the regifter at a church in Alderfgate Street, 
which was fupported by Smith's fwearing himfelf to have pro« 
cured the parfon who performed the ceremony ; and that be and 
a Mr. Abfon were prefent at the wedding. The parfon fixed on 
was one Dr. Cleaver, who appears^.from the evidence, to have 
been a low and fcandalous prieft, and, it is believed, the man 
v/ho SDarricd at the Fleet. Cleaver and Abfon were both dead 

wheji 
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pkufes improper cither to be given or accepted 
by the parties concerned. I fear it will, at firft 
fight, be much more fo in this addrefs than any 
other which has at any time appeared ; but while 
common dedications are ftufTed with painful pa- 
negyricks, the plain and honeft bufinefs of this 
is, only to do an 2l& of juftice, and to end a 
former mifunderftanding between the Author^ 
and him whom ihe here makes her patron. In 
confideration that one knows not how far what 
we have faid of each other may affcGt our cha* 
rafters in the world, I take it for an ad of ho- 

when Smith was examined. T^he cau(e was fupported by fome 
weak collateral evidence, and was overthrown by the ftroogeft 
evidence to the wickednefs of Smith's chara£ler, and by proof 
that the entry, which Smith fwbre to have been entered by Mr. 
Tbeafant himfelf, was not Mr. Pheafant's hand-writing ; who 
Jived with Mrs. Thompfon as his miHrefs, and not as his wife. 
Upon the whole, Mrs. Manley's conduct in this affair (hews her 
to have been a bafe and wicked woman, capable of fuborning 
)>erjury and forgery for gain. It is to b^ noted, that this was ia 
the year 1705. In the latter part of Queen Anne's reign ihe 
was in high favour with the Tories, as a party-writer, and wa» 
noticed by Dr. Swift, whom ihe afiifted in the Examijur. Whe« 
icher he knew her real chara^er is perhaps unceruin. She pai&d 
the reroj»inder of her life with Swift's very good friend, Joha 
Barber, alderman and printer, as his miflrefs. She muft have 
^en fortunate if her bafenefs was not known ; if it was, Dr» 
Swift's friends at lead are not much credited by their connexiont 
with her. It is not likely that Mrs. Manley's condu£l was a ie* 
cret, as (he was kqown as a writer before 1705} and Smith, in 
his evidence, fwcars, that he firfl heard of the caufe being infti- 
tuted at a coffeg»boufi accidentally, where Mn* Pbiafiiut*» cauie 
was talked of, and Mr. Peere Williams^ then an eminent coun- 
fel, was examined as a witAcfs, fg thai the matter was certainly 
#f public noiQiiety. 

nour 
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nour to declare^ on my part, that I have not 
known a greater mortification than when I have 
reflected upon the feverities which have flowed 
from a pen, which is now^ yoa fee, difpofed as 
much to celebrate and commend you. On your 
part, your fincerc endeavour to prom(ite the re- 
putation and fuccefs of this Tragedy, are infal- 
lible teftimonies of the candour and firiendfliip 
you retain for me. I rejoice in this public re- 
tribution, and with pleafure acknowledge, that 
I find by experience, that fome ufeful notices 
which I had the good fortune to give you for 
your condudt in former life, with fome hazard 
to myfelf, were not' to be blotted out of your 
memory by any hardlhips that followed them. 

I know you fo well, that I am affured you al- 
ready think I have, on this fubjeft, faid too 
much ; .and I am confident you believe of me, 
that, did I not conceal much more, I ihould not 
fay fo much. Be then the very memory of dif- 
^greea,ble things forgotten for ever, and give 
nie leave to thank you for your kindnefs to this 
Play, and, in return, tq Ihew towards your me- 
rit the fame good-will. But when my heart is 
full, and my pen ready to exprefs the kindeft 
fentiments to your advantage, I refledt upon what 
I have formerly heard you fay, that the fame of 
a gentleman, like the credit of a merchant, muft 
flow from his own intrinfic value ; and that all 
pcans to enlarge it, which do not arife naturally 

from 
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from that real worth, inftead of promoting the 
charafter of either, did but leffen, and render it 
fufpicious. I leave you, therefore, to the great 
opportunities, which are daily in your power, of 
beftowing on yourfelf what nobody elfe can give 
you ; and, wilhing you health and profperity, I 
omit to dwell upon fome very late aftions of 
yours in public, which unhappy prejudices made 
as little expedted from you, as the zeal and foli-. 
citude which you Ihewed for my private inte- 
refts in the fuccefs of this Play. I ihall fay no 
more, trufting to the gallantry of your temper 
for further proofs of friendlhip ; and allowing 
you, like a true woman, all the good qualities 
in the world now I am pleafed with you, as well 
as I gave you all the ill ones when I was angry 
with you. I remain with the greateft truth. Sir, 
your moft humble^ moft faithful, and moft 
obliged fervant, De la Rivier Mani-ey. 



LETTER CCCCLI. 

To Bifliop HOADJ-Y *. 

My Lord, [1718]. 

I HOPE I fliall be able to wait upon you z% 
the place you conamand me at three of the 

clock 

* Dr. Benjamm Hoadly, born at Wefterham in Kent, Nov. 
14, 1676 i admitted Penfioncr of Catharine Hall, Cambridge, 

Feb, 
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clock on Monday next. There is no great dan- 
ger of your afluming more power than is wel- 
come : you never exert fo much as is voluntas 
lily given you**^. Coming home the other nighty 
rfter your great condefcenfion in liking fuch 
pleafures as I entertained your Lordihip with, I 
made the diftichj which you will find if you 
turn over the leaf -f- : 
Virtue with fo much cafe on Bangor fits, 
All faults he pardons^ though he none commits. 

I am, my Lord^ your moft obliged, moft obe- 
dient^ humble fervant^ RicHAitD Steele. 

LETTER 

Feb. i8, 1691 1 ele£led Fellow, Aug. 23, 1697. la 1701, be 
iras appointed le£iurer of St. Mildred, in The Poultry. In 1704 
be obuined the re£loryof St. Peter's Poor, in Broad Street; and 
Feb. 139 1710, was prefented to the redory of Streatham ia 
Surrey. Feb. 16, 1715-ifr, he was admitted and fworn King>s 
Chaplain; and confccrated Biihop of Bangor March i8. In 
1721 he was tranflated to Hereford, and confirmed Not. 5. In 
1723 he was tranflated to Salisbury, and confirmed O^. 29. 
And, eleven years after, was advanced to the bilhoprick of Win* 
chefter, (confirmed Sept. 16, i734») which he held near twentj- 
levcn years ; till, on April 17, 176 1, at his palace at Chelfca, in 
the feme calm he had enjoyed amidft all the dorms that blew 
around him, he died, full of years and honours, beloved and re* 
gretted by all good men, in the 85th year of his age. His u(e* 
fuliabours, which will ever be eileemed by all lovers of the na* 
tural, civil, ajid religious rights of £ngli(hmen, were eoihGied, 
in three folio volumes, by his (on, Dr« John Hoadly, chancellor 
of Wincheiler, the laft furviving male of a very numerous and 
refpeflable family, who' prefixed to that publication a ihort ac- 
count of the venerable Biihop*^ life. 

* See before pp. 173, 180, 189. 

t The following article is extra£):ed from a letter written by 
Dr, John Hoadly : << My father, when Biihop of Bangor, was, 

" by 
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LETTER CCCCLII*. 

To the Right Hon. Sir John Ward, Knight^ 
Lord Mayor of London. 

My Lord, [17x8.] 

AS I think it manifeft that the defign, ex* 
plained m the following account, willioi* 
troduce a new and profitable courfe of trade ; I 

«< by invitation, prefent at one of the Whig-meetings^ held 4| 
** The Trumpet in Shoe Lane, where Sir Richard, in his seal, 
^ rather ezpofed himfelf, having the double duty of the day upon 
" him, as well to celebrate the immortal memory of King WiU 
" liam, it being the 4th of November, as to drink his friend 
** Addison up to converfation -pitch, whofe phlegmatic conftt- 
<< ttttion was hardly warmed for ibciety by that time Steelb 
** was not fit for it. Two remarkable circumftances happened : 
** John Sly, the hatter, of facetious memory, was in the houfe, 
c( and, when pretty mellow, took it into his head to come int« 
^< the company on his knees, with a tankard of ale in his hand, 
** to drink off tp the immortal memarjf, and to retire in the fame 
** manner* Steele, fitting next my father, whifpered him, D# 
" Umgb ; it is tumanity to langb. Sir Richard, in the eveningir 
** being too much in the fame condition, was put into a chair, 
<' and fent home. Nothing would ferve him but being carried 
** to the Bilhop of Bangor's, late as it was. However, the 
** chairmen carried him home, and got him up ftairs, when his 
** great complaifance would wait on them down ftairs, which he 
" did, and then was got quietly to bed. The next morning he 
^ was much aihamed, and fent the Bifhop the difiich printed 
" above. On fuch another occafion the waiters were hoifting 
^' him into an hackney-coach, with fomefabour and pains, when 
<* a Tory mob was paffing, with their cry, DowK with trb 
^ Rump X^^p nmtb tbe Rump, cried Sir Richard, or IJball not 
^kgat homo to^tiigbt.'* 

^ Prefixed to the ** Account of the Fift-Pool ;" of which fee 
leveral of the preceding Leturs^ particularly Lett. CCLXXIK* 

J prcfumt 
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prcfume to addrefs this narration to the greateft 
magiftrate of the greateft commercial city. 

Your perfonal eminent q^ualities, as a good 
citizen and tnan of bufinefs, which I have fre- 
quently heard you exert, where you, with great 
^ility, reprefcnjt the lame city in another ho- 
aouraible charafter *, entitle you alfo to the vene- 
ration aad efteem wl>ich determine me in tny 
prcfent application. 

The arts and fcicnces (in which I pretend to 
no accurate Ikill) Ihould always be (employed in 
enquiries that may tend to the general advan- 
tage ; and they muft lofe the name of liberal, 
when the profejQbrs of them feclucfe themfelves 
from fociety, or live in it without applying their 
abilities to the fervice of it. For it. is by the joitti: 
force of men of different talents that ufeful pur- 
pofes are beft accomplifhed ; and a certain fcli- 
.city of invention in one, joined to the experi» 
ence and pra&tcal Ikill of another, may bring 
works to perfedion, which would be fo far from 
growth, that they would not. fo mugh as have 
had birth, but from the good intelligence be* 
tween perfons of unlike abilities, whofe good 

will towards each other united their endeavours. 

• ■ 

* He reprefented the city of London in the parliaments ^Icfbd 
in 1708 and 17149 and the borough of Dunwich in 172a* He 
Sva* eleaed Alderman of Candlewick Ward in 17P91 ferved the 
office of gheriff in 1716, ^nd that. of Lord Mayor in ;i7i8*i9« 
He was alfo one of the Dir^i^ors of the Bank; and ^ied Marsh 
12, 1725-6. 

I dare 
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I dare promife your LordjQiiip, that the corr 
refpondence between the undertakers of this de- 
fign, will produce to the world many other ope- 
rations % which will create aiore wonder that 
they were not performed before^ than that they 
are now brought into ufe. For it is certain^ 
that great and worthy works arc every day loA^ 
by the diftance which is kept between men^ 
from the very reafon which ihould make them 
feek each odier in their different ways of life and 
education* 

Among the employments of human life, that^ 
of the merchant (whofe good is the good of all 
men) ihould by all be held in the firft efteem : 
it is he who enlarges the interefts of his coun- 
try; it is he^ whO| by his credit^ makes his 
fellow- citizen ^very where at home, and ex« 
tends the offices^ advantages, and civilities^ of 
acquaintance and neighbourhood, to all parts 
of the habitable world. 

The following invention is propofed to be 
carried on with a fuperior regard to the laws 
and rights of commerce, which oblige every 
man to think of himfelf but in the fecond place, 

^ If it were not that Steele had been, long before this time, 
laughed at as a chemifl who was fearching in vain for the philo* 
fopher's fione» one might have fuppofed, from this paifage, that 
** the laboratory at Poplar, now converted into a garden-houfe," 
was the fcene of the fecret operations whence the Fifli Pool and 
other wonderful difcoveries were to originate. See Supplement 
Co Swift/cr. 8vOj vol. I. p. iii. 

^ or 
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or to make his firft intcnticMis, at leaft, ftriftlf 
agreeable to the good of his country, and that 
of all his fellow-citizens ; and therefore, the ac- 
count of it may be aprefent not unworthy a 
gentleman of your free and difinterefted charac-^ 
ter ; and I flatter myfelf it will have the influ« 
cnce of your Lordlhip in the profecution of it. 
I need not fay how great that influence muft 
needs be, where you ad: for them in the great- 
eft capacities your fellow-citizens have to befl:ow« 
I congratulate both them and you, that a 
perfon of fuch known equanimity is vefted with 
the double capacity of aflTerting and protetting 
their privileges ; whofe candour and benignity 
naturally tend to abate animofity, encourage in- 
duftry, promote peace, prevent^ diforder, fc- 
cure wealth, and relieve poverty : in all which 
noble ends and cares I wifli you a profperous 
and memorable mayoralty; and again humbly 
defiring, that if the defign fliail in the leaft de- 
gree appear ferviceable in any of thefe generous 
refpeds, it may have your protedion. I re- 
main, my Lord, your Lordfiiip's moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, Richard Steeli. 



LETTER 
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LETTER CCCCLIIL 
To the Earl of Oxford *. 

My LpRD, [1719.] 

AM very glad of the occaiion wherein I 
have the good fortune to think the fame way 

with 



* Robert Hudey, ttq. eldeft fon of Sir Edward Harley, bern 
Dec 5, 1661. At the Revolution, Sir £dward and his fon Ro* 
bert laifcd a troop of horfe at their own ezpence. On the ac- 
cclfion of King William, Mr. Harlej was ele6led member for 
Tregonyi and afterward for Radnor/ which he reprefented till 
called to the Upper Houfe. Feb. ix, i7oi»z, he was choien 
Speaker; as he was again^ 31 Dec following} and a third time, 
4n the iirft parliament of Queen Anne. April if, 1704, he was 
iworaof the Privy Council $ and. May 18 following, appointed 
Secretary of Sate, being ftill Speaker of th« Houfe of Com- 
mons. His 'Ofiice of ^cretary he religned, ^eb. ix, 1707-S. 
He was nuuk a Commiflioner of the Treafury and Chancellor 
of the Eacbeqaer, Aug. 10, 17 10; and three days after fwora 
again of the Privy -Couacil ; where, March S, 1711, his life 
was attacked by Ouifcard : tlie addreft of both houfes of par- 
Jiament will beft fliew the feafe of the nation^t that alarming at- 
tempt. Her Majefty, in reward for his many iervices, was 
graciouily pleafed to advance him to the peerage, by the title of 
Baron Harley, £ari of Oxford, and Earl Mortimer, May 1 1, 
171 1 : on the 29th, he was appointed Lord Treafurer; Atiguft 
15, cfadfen Governor of the South Sea Company, of which he 
had been the founder; and, 06b. a6, 1711^ was honoured with 
the Garter. July 47, 1714, he reiigned the Treafurer's ftaff. 
June |o, 1715, his Lordihip was impeached -by the Houfe of 
Commons; and though it is nftt ilri^ily true that he wasdif- 
mJlTed without a trial, it adiiaUy was fo in effed, the Commons 
having declined appearing to make good their charge. His 
Lordlhip's iltuation was fomewhat fingular. The articles of 
, impeachment againft him were carried up July 9, i7i5» when 
lie was committed to The Tower. On Augufi 2, additional ar- 
ticles were fent up ; on the 3d of September his Lordlhip's an« 
fwer was delivered ; and on the 19th the Houfe of Commom 
H h joined 
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with your Lordihip^ becaufc I have very long' 
fuffered a great deal oF pain in refledting upon 
a certain virulence with which my zeal has here- 
tofore tranfported me to treat your LordiOiip's 
perfon and cbarafter* I do proteft to you, ex- 
cepting in the firft'fmart of my difgrace and ex- 
puliion out of the Houfe of Commons, I never 
writ any thing that ought to difpleafe you but 

joined ilTae by replication. After feveral adjournments, the 
Parliament reaflembled Jan. 9» i7»5» and continued fitting 
until June z6, 1716, when an end was put to the feflion by a 
prorogation. Feb. 20, 1717, a new feffion was opened. May 
22, the Earl, being (lill in confinennent, petitioned the Houfe d£ 
Peers to take the circumftances of his cafe into coniideration, 
** being aflured it was not their Lordfliips' intention that his 
<< confinement ihonid be indefinite." The petition having been 
referred to a Committee^ who made their report May 15, it was 
agreed by the Hoyfe, that the ** impeachment was not detirmimed 
y by the prorogation.*' The day for trial was accordingly ^tA^ 
.firft for June 13, and, at the defire of the Commons, deferred till 
the 24th, on which day it adlually commenced. The chaige 
was opened by Mr. Hampden, and Sir Jofeph Jekyli began to 
proceed to make good the firft article of the impeachment ; but 
the Upper Houfe having refolred, « that the Commons ihould 
«• not be admitted to proceed, in order to make good their articles 
** for high crimes and mifdemeanors, till judgment were firft 
** given on the articles for high treafon," the managers for the 
Compiona proceeded no further that day. Several conferences 
having been held on the fubjeA, without efie£t, the Upper Honfe 
proceeded on the trial July j; and, after proclamation for all 
perfons concerned to take notkSb that the Earl of Oxford ftood 
on his trial, that they might come forth to make good their 
charge, and the Commons not appearing, his Lordlhtp was 
brought to the bar, ** acquitted of the articles, and all things 
** therein contained f the impeachment was difmiflfed $ and the 
following day his Lordlbip re^aifumed his feat in Parliament. 
His Lordihip died, in the 64th year of his age. May at, 1724, 
after having been twice married* 

,with 



d by Google 



to HIS F R 1 £ N D S. H4.67 

'With {( relu(9:4int hearty and in oppofitkm to 

much good-will and edeem for your manf 
great and uncommon talents. And I take the 
liberty to fay thus publicly to yourfelf what I 

thave often faid toothers on the fubgeA of my 
behaviour to you 5 I never had any dther/reafoa 
to leflen my . Lord, of Oxford than that which 
Brutus had to ftab Ca?far-r-the love oft my 

•country. Your Lordfliip will^J hope, believe, 
there cannot be a more voluntary, unreftrained 
reparation made to a man than that I naake tp 
you, in begging your pardon thus publicly for 
every thing I. have fpokcn. or written to. your 
difadvantage, foreign to the argument and cauie 
which I was then labouring ta fupport. You 
will pleafe to believe, that I could not be fo in- 

'fenfible as not fo be touched with the generofity 
of part of- your conduft towards me, or have 
omitted to acknowledge it accordingly, if I had 

. not thought that your very virtue was dan- 

. gcrous, and that it was (as the world then ftood) 
abfolutely neceffary to depreciate fo adventurous 
a genius, furrounded wjth fo much powier as 
your Lordfliip then had, I tranfgrefled, my 
Lord, againft you, when you could make twelve 
peers in a day ; I afk your pardon, when you 
are a private nobleman; and, as I told: you 
when I refigned the Stamp-office *, I wiflied you 
all profperity confident with the public good, 

* 6ee his former Letter, P- 37i* Letter CCCCXXII|. 

Uhz to 
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ib oaw I QWgplatbltte.you up<m the pleafvire 
70U mtftft utedA have ia looUng back vpon tbe 
;ttiie fartidttd*^ wkfe Whkh you havie pafibd 
thmtigh ihtt dan^rs arifing from th&: rage of 
^ people^ tnd the eavj.of die reft of the 
WCfflll. If to haw ti^itiy judged of nicii's paf- 
fiotis and ptejiidkcsY v^cet and virtues, iotorefis 
«iml IfKttfittions, and to have waited with fldll and 
courage for proper feafoiis and incidents to make 
ufe orth«m for a mmt's £ifety askd honour, can 
adl^ifttr pleasure ea a man of feife and fpirit, 
ydur Lordflup has abuadant caufe of (atisfac<- 
^ ^t. la oonfidence that you will accept of my 
!forf'^w and repetitance for the unprovoked li- 
l^ties I have taken ki my former wiitmgs, I 
ttiake you n^y patfon ui this prefcnt difcourfe^ 
0(i th^ gt«0tcft Oitc^sfion tbiU: has perhaps ever 
huppttfied ki England Your Lordlhip wiU ibe 
I M'm 1^ haJdbe i and the neceffity of preffing 
ferwafd to be time enough to be e£ any x^€, 
wM'eSiaafe the faihires in ftyle and ezpreffion. 
I fiiaU therefore ktvmedHitely fall iato the mat* 
tei'^Df the bill, M4i<jb, I fear, may change this 
fi*ee ftate into the worft of all tyrannies, that of 
ah ariflocracy. I Ihall fupport my reafons for 
that terror by running through the feveral parts 
oF it, and making it appear, that this is more 
likely than any other confequfcnce that can be 

^ * "His opptRtion to the peerage Bill. It was during tliis op- 
pofition to the Court that his licence for a£^ing plays was re- 
voked ^ an6 his patent retidei^d ineffiAcml, ^ the inftaiict of the 

^*t.ord Chamberlain* See the next Letter. 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed will sttend Aich a fa»v its this wotoU 
be. The whole tedor of it is very unfortuDatf^T 
put together, if aoy thing b«t m ^i^UfiMl 
power to the Peers ii intended by i$. R« &TUifif 



LETTER CCCCUV*^ 
To the Ekike of NswcAsTtE. 

My mail honoured Lord ^md Patron, 
VilUrs-ftreet, York-buildings, Jan» 15, 17191-20^ 

IF your Grace bpli^ves that it is as great tp 
undo as to niake a m^, I am th^ unhappy 
inftrument in both kinds ; and, if it i$ a gratifi- 
cation to you, I have fotne cgnfplation in the 
wretched diftinftion of being the only man the 
Duke of Newcaftlc ev^r injured. My high obr 
ligatiras tp you temper my fpirit; apd, after 
ibme tumult of foul^ and agony of the worlt 
paffionsin it, I behold yPM In the pleafing light 
you have heretofore appeared to me f. fmake 
^ou allowance for tte difadyantage of youth • 

* Originally printed in the eighth namWr tf "TheTheatrt,'* 
with this ifttrodiiltioii i"-^* Sir, YiNlir iaft P«per kaviatf dtfpfipJL* 
A* ^d to the C9i« of j>anic«l»r 9)en« who arc p^n^m^^ J9 the 
** theatre, I hope you will allow me the advantage of being re- 
*« prefented to the town by yo^t tne^tlK, ^fd of coJ»teyt<igtty 
^* thoftigbes to a flobif pfifop, wbo h^i* fofjbid me^ wiHiou; »ny 
** £attlt of Hiine^ ey^r to approapl? him, eitjier by foeech or wtit- 
<< ing, as long as we live } but you wiU utidtrftat^d me bettti- by 
** r^din^ what I k»ow B6t hour to itofttey t» Uip, V9^ ypu 
^ wtU pjleare to primil^'' 

t See p. 442. Letter CCCCXLtV. 

H h 3 . apd 
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and profpcrity, and my bencfador covers my 
Oppteffou As this laft word muft needs give 
i^ence to a noble nature, it Hands upon me to 
nlake out my complaint^ and fhew all the world^ 
for all the world will be curious in this cafe, as 
obfcure as I am, for I have ceafed to be fo fince 
I have been diftinguilhed by your Grace's dif- 
pleafure. The patent which I have from his 
Majefty makes me the fole Governor of a com- 
pany of comedians for my life, and that fran- 
chife is to fubfift in thofe who claim under me 
three years after itiy death ; there is nothing in 
h, as to. the beftowing part from the Crown, but 
what are mere tranfcripts^of the patent given by 
King Charles to Sir William Davenantj and, 
though I might have had it to myfclf as well as 
jbe, I made a confcience and fcruple of aiking 
for my heiri, an office that required a very par- 
ticular trrn and capacity to execute. It is not, 
my Lord, very common in courts, for a man to 
aik lefs, when he knows he may obtain more; 
the very night I received it, I participated the 
< power and ufe of it, with relation to the profits 
that fliould arife from it, between the gentle^ 
men who invited me into the licence upon his 
Majefty's happy, acceffion to the throne; and it 
has flourilhed in all manner of refpeds to a de- 
gree unknown in any former time. When youf 
Grace came to be Chamberlain, from a gene- 
rous defign of making every office and authority 

the 
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the better for your wearing^ your Grace was in- 
duced to fend for me, and the other ibarers^ and 
in an abfolute manner offered us a licence, and 
demanded a refignation of the patent, which I 
prefumed as abfolutcly to refufe. This refufal 
I .made in writingi and petitioned the King for 
his prote&ion in the grant which he had given 
me* This matter relied, thus for many months ; 
and. the next moleftatipo we. received was by an 
order, figned by your Grace, to difmifs Mr* 
Cibber. The. adtors obeyed ; but I prefumed 
to write to your Gr^ace againft it, and expreffed 
my ibrrow that you would give me no better 
pccafion of fhewing my duty but by bearing 
pppreiSon from you. This ifreedom produced 
^ m^ffage by your kinfman and fecretary, whom 
I treated with as much deference and refped: as 
any man living could do the Duke of New: 
caftle coming from the King. This'meflage 
,w^, in your Grace's name, to forbad me ever 
to write, fpeak, or vifit you more. TJie gentle- 
jnan, I dare fay, has told you, that I anfwered 
him almoft in thefe very words : 

^' Sir, I beg of you to take notice of my 
'^manner, my voice, and my.gefture, when I 
^^ anfwer to this fevere raeflage; ^and let the 
** Duke of Newcaftle know, that with the moft 
^' profound fubmiflion and humility! received 
** it, and protefted to you, that I could have no 
^^ meffage from any family, except the Royal 
H h 4 ** one. 
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^^ ont^ that oould give nie half tfaii wmtSBti* 
^* tioa* If I have not falkni iatd piirafes tkon 
^^fpeak me truly fbrrowfol and hqmble^ ufe 
*^any you yourfelf can think cf \^bich aio 
'< more fo, and you will then beft exprefs mf 
^^ nieatiring. At the fame time you may very 
•^ truly fay^ that if any other man were Gbam^ 
f ^ berlain^ and fliould fend me fuch a meffage^ 
•* my reply fliould be as haughty as it is now 
i' humble/' 

He left me with a farther declaration, that my 
patent fliould be profecuted according to law. I 
tefted as well fatisfied as o^e 1^410 had loft fy 
powerful a friend could, from a fecyrity in a 
flill greater power, thatof the laws of the land ; 
but I was foon after awakened out of this flum» 
ber, which was far from being an eafy one^ by 
bearing that your Grace had fent for Mr. Booth, 
and threatened a figned manual, which muft ne** 
ceffarily difable me, as td my defence, before 
you would proceed againft me according to laW. 
I did your Grace th^ juftice tb think it impoffi-* 
ble for you to be prevailed upon to do thait, I 
affure your Grace, the great name on the t6p of 
the Paper did not giv^ toe ihore terror than the 
name at thft^bottom did forrow. The Miniftet 
who fobfcribes, is anfwerable for what the King 
writes. Our laws make our Prince author of 
' nothing but favour to his fubjefts. My patent 
^nnpt b^ h\irt, txcept k tan be proved it wks 

obtained 
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dbtatHeA p& deiepHmem^ as, ac^dtcSttg to tnf 
dMIyi I amcobditeve this order^ for k 6oq%, hf 
an artificial method in its tfk^, daftroy by hh 
figned mtaual^ what is granted by his great 
feal, which bad been itiip6i&ble to be bityught 
ftbout^ had the matter been fairly reprefcnted, 
AH I could do^ w^s to repr^fent it by petition, 
which I detiyered in your Grace's prefence cm 
Friday night, the prayer of which wai : <* Votre 
** fuppliant done pric tris huttiblemeflt vdtrd 
** Majefte, qu'il nt fejoite atfcune molettation, 
'* que par la loye en juft<^ fortne de proems ;'• 
your petitioner therefore moft humbly prays, hk 
may not be any way molefted but by due courfe 
of law* I know not by what accident it hap- 
pened that my petition was never read, but thd 
next news I heard was the order of revocation. 
But I muft tak6 the liberty to fay, that his Ma- 
jelly muft grant the ruffians, mentioned in th6 
laft proclamation, which is denied unhappy mc, 
a trial by due courfe of law. The revocation 
came on the Saturday ; your Grace was fd g6od 
Bi not to break the Sabbath upon me^ but the 
fufficient evil of this day, being Monday, is aft 
order of filenoe. Your Grace will pleafe to read 
them both over again, which are t% this efieA : 
" Whereas by our Royal Licence, bearing 
<* date the i8th day of Oaobcr, 1714, We did 
^* give and grant unto Richard Steele, Efq. now 
^' Sir Richard Steele, Kat. Mr. Robert Wilks, 

"Mr. 
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« Mr. CoUey Gibber, Mr. Thomas Dogget, am] 
** Mr. Barton Booth, full power,* licence, ttid 
^* authority, to form, conftitutc, and eflablim a 
«• Company of Comedians. And having re* 
•^ ceived information of great miibehaviours 
** committed by our Company of Comedians 
^ now afting ^t the Theatre in Drury Lane. 
^^ Therefore, for reforming the Comedians, and 
<' for eftabliihing the j'uft and ancient authority 
** of the Officers of our Houihold, and more ef* 
f* pecially of our Chamberlain, We have 
•^ thought fit to revoke the abovementioned 
*^ Licence. And we do further (as much as in 
*^ us lies, and as by law we may,) revoke and 
*' make void all other licences, powers, and au? 
^' thorities whatfoever, and at any time hereto- 
'* fore given by us to the faid Sir Richard 
« Steele, Robert Wilks, Colley Cibber^ Thor 
^^ mas Dogget, and Barton Booth, or to any of 
" them feverally.'* 
In purfuance of this, your Grace proceeds thus : 
** Whereas his Majefty has thought fit, by his 
*^ Letters of Revocation, bearing date the 23d 
, ^< day of January, 17 19, (for divers weighty 
*^ reafons therein contained) to revoke his Royal 
*^ Licence : |for the efFedlual prevention of any 
** future mifbehaviour, in obedience to his Ma- 
** jelly's commands I do, by virtue of my ofi- 
*^ ficeof Chamberlain of his Majefty 's Houf- 
" hold, hereby difcharge you the faid Managers 

**and 
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*^ and Comedians at the faid Theatre in Drury 
** Lane in Covcnt Garden from further ading* 
♦^ Given under my hand and feal this 25th day 
** of January, 1719.. 

" To the Gentlemen managing the Company 
^* of Comedians at the Theatre in Drury 
« Lane in Covent Garden, and to all the 
** Comedians and Adors there/' 
It is obfervable, that though his Majefty took 
great care to exprefs himfelf according to his 
gracious inclination, with much referve and 
care that nothing but the law ihould hurt his 
poor fubjedt, in the words ** as much as in us 
*' lies, and as by law we may,** your Grace has 
been prevailed upon to fupply the defedive 
-hardfliip. I ihall not fay more, or make itronger 
obfervations upon what you have figned; for 
my love to you will not let me call this an z€t 
of yours, as niy duty 10 my Prince will not let 
me call it an adt of his. I wifh your Grace had 
been as careful as he in leaving me to the law. 
But if you will allow me to aik you one favour, 
before you have quite broke my heart and fpirit, 
give me but the name of your advifer, that is to 
fay, your lawyer, on this opcafion; and you fliall 
fee that it is not for want of ikill m life that I 
am fubjedted to all the pains and punifhments 
to which thofe wicked ones are expofed who 
'^re defcribed by the monofyllable " Poor.** 
When I know who. has made your Grace thus 

injure 
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kgvre the Beft madRet »d bcft fenrant tiksEt 
erer man bad^ I will teadi him tfaa difEnreiGe 
between law and jufiice; he ihall foon under^ 
ftandy that lie who advifes how to efca{>e the 
law and do mjuilice to hU fellow*fub)ed:^ in an 
agent of Hell ; fuch a man» for a larger fee^ 
would lend a dark-lantbom to a murderer, 
which would be but the fame iniquity pr«3:ifed 
in a higher degree^ that would be more cruel, 
but not more unjuft. When I am fure who he 
is^ I fliall with jufttce ufe him, as he does 
with injuftice ufe me; I ihall fo far imitate 
him as to be within the law, when I am en- 
deavoufing to flarve him. I hope he is poor, 
by felling poifon to get himfelf food *. But 
I fear 1 grow tranfportcd beyond the refpeQ: 
that IS due to your Grace's prefence, and pro- 
left to you^ in the moft folemn manner, that, 
rather than never to be well with you more, 
were myftlf and family only concerned in it, I 
would this moment refignmy patent for any 
employment of lefs profit that you would pro- 
cure met bu^ niy obligations to your Grace 
will not difcharge thofe which I am lender to 
the reft of the world. I would not hurt any 
man now in India for the favour of the gteateft 

* This lawyer waS Sir Tlkoitias Pcngelly, fome time Chief 
Baron of d\e Exchequer court> whof^ name he differs thm> i 
Tin 1% the Welib wo^4 for head, Guflt the Dutch word for nuN 
Jiey, whirh, with the Euglilh word Lyt exprefs one who turps 
kij head to lye igt money. ** fhe Theatre," ¥P IX, and KI. 

man 
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tasack in Eogland, olr give up a <ioDr>l&e^er of 
ihe pky^iodife to make my felf ^ ; tkertfore yma* 
<jtnce^ i hope, mil forgive me^ ihM, to gratify 

* This api^ication proving inejfeCtual^ SteeU (Hublilhed {ooa 
after ** The State of the Cafe between the Lord Chamberlain of 
*' his Majefty's Houilbold, and ths^Governor of tht Roytt C^iii* 
** pany of Comedians. With the pinions of Pombettoa, 
** Noithcy, and Parker, concerning the Theatre.*' In this 
panophlet he Hates the account of his lofs by this proceeding, as 
Mlows : 

Six hmidr«d pouads a year for iifcj moderately £, s,d. 
valued, amounts to — •— eoop o o 

Three years after my life — 1800 o o 

Mjrlhare in th6 foen«s, deck, &c. -^ looo o o 

Tbf DTofit of a&ing my own play> already wrkun. 
Of which I may write — — 1000 o o 



Total £• 9800 o o 
He then declares he never did one aft to provoke this attempt, 
Bor, fays he, does the Chamberlain pretend to ailign any dire^l; 
reafon of forfeiture, but openly and wittingly declares be will 
ruin Steele \ '^ which, in a man in his circumilances againil one 
*' in mine, is as great as the humour of Malagene, in the co« 
'* medy, who valued himfelf upon his aftivity in tripping up 
'^ cripples. All this is done againft a man to whom Whi^, 
<< ToF/t Reman Catholic, DilTenter, Native, Fora^ar, ov^e 
'^ teal and good-will for good offices endeavoured towards every 
<< one of their civil rights, and their kind wilhes for him art; but 
*^ a \*Si return. But what ought to weigh mofl with his Lord* 
<< ihip the CbamberUin, is my zeal for his mailer \ qf which I 
^< ihall at prefem fay n« mori: than that his Lord&ip and many 
4< others may perhaps havi? dniia more for the Houfe of Hano- 
. '* vjer.chan I have; but i am the only man in his Majeilyts do- 
« minions who did all he.could.** State.of the Cafe, &c. p. 3*. 
4t is obfervaWe that our Author's frrend^ Mr. Walpole, was at 
this time in disfavour at Court, havi.ng refigned his pnft ot Firft 
Commilitoner of the Treafury on the toth of Ap«il, 47i7, aud 
was not replaced till April 2, 1721, prefeotiy after whish, Vte. 
on the ^€th of May following, 8k iUcli^rd «w«» ai^ reAorsd 10 
his Office of ComptrolUi td the Theatre, 

2 you. 
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you^ I do not confign to diftrefs and poverty 
above fixty families, who all live comfortablyt 
many of them plentifully, un<}er my prefeot 
jurifdiftion. When I refign thc^m, they may be 
governed by your Grace's fucceflbr in your of- 
. fice as they have been by your predeceflfotf, ac- 
cording to humour and caprice, and not rea- 
fon and juftice. In their defence and my own 
J deny all allegations of voluntary negleS im- 
puted to me or them, or undue demands made 
upon the fubjeft by me or them; and Ihafl 
always, with fafety. to my honour, and duty to 
the reft of the world, and no other referve, be, 
my Lord, your Grace's moft obliged, moft de- 
voted, and obedient humble fervant, 

Richard Steele. 



LETTER CCCCLV. 

To Mr. CONGREVE. 

Occafioned by Mr. Tickell's Preface to the Foilr 
Volumes of Mr. Addison's Works f. 

Sir, [1722]. 

THIS is the fecond time J that I have, with« 
out your leave, taken the liberty to make 
a public addrefs to you. However uneafy you 
may be for your own fake in receiving compli- 

* The Duke of Bolton was the predeceflbr} the Duke of 
Gj^afton the fucceflbr. 
t Sec, Jn p. 448, Steele's Original Preface to the Drummer. 
% See the firil Letter in p. 401. Letter CCCCXXXL 

3 ments 
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ments of this nature, I depend upon your known 
humanity for pardon, when I acknowledge, that 
you have this prefent trouble for mine. When 
T take myfelf to be ill treated with regard to my 
behaviour to the merit of other men, my condud: 
towards you is an argument of my candour that 
way, as well as that your name and authority 
will be my proteftion in it. You will give me 
leave, therefore, in a matter that concerns us ia^ 
the poetical world, to make you my judge, 
whether I am not injured in the higheft man- 
ner ; for, with men of your tafte and deicacy, 
it is a high crime and mifdemeanor to be guilty 
of any thing that is difingenuous : but I will go 
into the matter. ' 

Upon my return out of Scotland, I vilitcd 
Mr. Tonfon's (hop, and thanked him for his 
care in fending to my houfe the volumes of my 
dear and honoured friend Mr. Addifon, which 
are at laft publifhed by his fecretary Mr. 
Tickell ; but took occafion to obferve, *« that I 
^* had not feen the work before it caiiie out ;'' 
which he did not think fit to excufe any other- 
wife than by a recrimination, " that I had put 
** into his hands at an high price, a comedy 
" called • The 'Drummer ;' which, by my zeal 
** for it, he took to be written by Mr. Addifon, 
** of which, after his death, he faid, I diredlly 
^* acknowledged he was the author/' To urge 

' this 
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this barxJihip iiill more home^ he produced a 
receipt uoder my hand, in thefe woxds ; 

<* March 12, 1715. 
^' Eeceived, tfeen the fum of fifty guineas, for 
^ the capy of the Cofliedy c^Ued * The Drum* 
«^ iper, or, The Hwnted Jioufe :* I lay, receivc4 
*' by order of the Autihor of the faid ,Conaedy. 

" Richard Steele^'' 
And addedp at the fame time, that fince Mr. 
'Tickell Jbiad not thought fit to make that play 
a part of Mr. AddHon's Works, he would feU 
the copy to any bookfeller that would give 
moft fox it. 

, This is reprefented thus circumftantially tp 
fliew how incumbent it is upon me, as well ia 
juftice -to the bookfeUer^ as for many .other 
cpnfideratioiiSj, to produce this Comedy a fe- 
cond time, and tajke this occafion to vindicate 
luyfelf againft certain infinuations thrown out 
by the publifher of Mr. Addifon's writings 
concerning my behaviour in the niceft circum- 

flance^ that of dol^g jxiAice to the merit af luy 
friend. 

I fl>all take the liberty, before I have ended 
tlxis letter,, to fay why I believe ** Jh^ Drummer" 
a performance of Mr. Addifon; and^ after .de- 
claring this, aiiiy furviving writer maybe at ^^, 
if there be any one who has hitherto been vain 
eno.ugh to hope, Qr.fiUy enoi^h tp fcj^r, it .may 
be given to hiimfelf. 

Before 
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Before I go kny further, J m\ift. make ^y 
public appeal to you and all the learned v^\^ 
and humbly demand whether it wa$ a decent or 
reafonable thing that works written (aj a great 
part of Mr. Addifon's were) in correfpondence 
with me, ought to have been publiihed without 
my review of the catalogue of them? or, if 
there were any exception to be made againft any 
circumftance in my condudt, whether an oppor- 
tunity to explain myfelf fliould not have beep 
allowed me, before any reflections were niadp 
upon me in print ? 

Whettl perufed Mr. Tickell's Preface, I had 
foon many objedions, befides Jiis omiflSon to fay 
any thing of *^ The Drummer,^* .againft his 
long^expedted performance. The chief .intei\- 
tion of which, and which it concerns me ficft tp 
examine, feems. to aim at doing the deceafe4 
author juftice againft me, whom he infinuat^^s 
to have affumed to myfelf part of the merit qf 
my friend. 

He is pleafed. Sir, to exprefs himfelf concern- 
ing the prefent writer in the following manner.: 
*' The Comedy called • The Tender Hufband* 
*^ appeared much about the fame timCj, to which 
^'^ Mr. Addifon wrote the prologue. Sir Richar<i 
^^ Steele furprifed him with a very handfoi^p 
** dedication of this play, and has finpe acquaiq^- 
" ed the publick that he owed fome of the 
^ moft taking fcenes of it to Mr. Addifon ^/* 

* Mr. 'fickcU'sPreface, p. IX. ' 

li ' "He 
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^f He was in that kingdom [Ireland] wheq he 
f* firft difcovered Sir Richard Steele to be the 
^* author of ^ The Tatler/ by ap obferv^tion 
" upon Virgil, which had feeen by him cpmmu* 
*^ nicat^d to his friend *. The affiftance he og- 
U cafiqnally gaye him afterwards, in the courfe 
f* of his paper, did not a little contribute to adr 
^^ vance its reputation ; and, upon the change 
*^ of the Miniftry, he foynd leifure to engage 
f* more conftaptly in that work^^ which, how- 
** ever, was dropped at laj^, as it had beep 

V takep up, without his participation. 

*^ In the laft paper, which clofed (jibfe celc?? 
f brated performances, and iq the pref;^ce to 
f* the laft volume, S\v Richs^rd Stpplp has given 
*^ to Mr. Addifon the honour of the moft ap- 
?' plauded piepes in that collediop. But a^^ 
*^ that acknowledgment was delivered only in 
f^ general terms, without direfting the publick 
^* to the feveral papers, Mr. Addifon, who was 

V content with the praife artfing from his own 
•* wprks^ and too delicate to take any part of 
** th^t which belonged tq others, afterwards 
*^ thought fit to diftiriguifh his writings in the 
•^ Spedators and Guardians by fuch niarks s^ 
f* might remove the leaft poflibility pf miftake 
** in the moft ijndifcerning readers. It was ni^- 
•f ce^ary tliat his fha^e in thQ Tatlers fhould be 

• This has been generally fuppofed ta allude to Ta.t. N® 6. 
|ee new edit, with notes, vol. I. p. i^^ noU. 

7 ' ^ ff adjufted 
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**>djufted in a complete colleAion of his 
** Works ; for which reafon Sir Richard Steele, 
** in compliance with the requeft of his de- 
" ceafed friend, delivered to him by the Editor, 
*' was pleafed to mark with his own hand thofc 
** Tatlers which are inferted in this edition, 
'* and even to point out fcyeral in the writing 
*^ of which they were both concerned *.*' 

" The plan of * The Speftator/^ as far as it 
** regards the f jgned perfon of the author, and 
" or the feveral charad:ers that compofc his 
^Vclub, was projedted in concert with Sir 
^ Richard Steele; and becaufe many paflages^ 
** in the courfe of the work, would othcrwife be 
^* obfcure, I have taken leave to infert pne iingle 
*^ paper, written by Sir Richard Steele, where* 
'* in thofe characters are drawn^ which may 
**' ferve as a Drafnatis Ferfona^ or ais fo many 
^'^pidtures for an ornament and explication of 
*' the whole. As for the diftindt papers, they 
^* were never or fcldon^ Ihewn to each other by 
** their reJpedive authors, who fully ianfwered 
" the promife they had made, and far out- 
«* w^nt the expedtation they had raifcd of pur- 
" fuing their labour in the fame fpirit and 
** ftrength with which it was begun -f." 

It need not be explained, that it is here in- 
timated that I had not fufBciently acknow- 
ledged what was due to Mr. Addilon in thefe 

* Mr. TickelPs Pfcfacc, p. iz. f IbW- p« ^3. 

1 i z writings. 
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writings. I fliall makq a full anfwer to what 
feems intended by the words ^^ iHe was too de^ 
** IJcate to take any part of that which ^belong? 
*^ cd to others/* if I can recitq, out of my owi^ 
papers, any thing that may make it appear 
groundlefs. 

The fubfequent encomiums beftpwed by me 
on Mr. Addifon will, I hope, be pf feryice to 
me in this particulars 

^^ But I have only one gentlei^an, who will 
^^ be namelefsy to thank for any frequent, affift- 
f ^ ^nce to me ; which, indeed, it would have 
*^ beep barbarqus in him to have denied to one 
*^ with whom he has lived in a.ij intimacy from 
f* childhood, conlidering the great eafe with 
*^ which he is able to difpatch the moft enter- 
*/ ta.ining pieces of this nature. Xh^s , good 
*' office he performed with fyc^i force of. ge- 
5^ nius, humour, wit, and learping, that I fared 
^* like a diftrefled prince who calls in a pow^r- 
** ful neighbour to his aid. I was updone by 
f^ my auxiliary. When I had otjicp. called him in, 
f ' I could not fubjGft without dependence on him. 

^* The fame hand writ the diftinguilhing cha- 
f^ rafters of men and ^yomen, under t;he name^ 
'* of Uufical InJlrumentSj xhc, Difirefs of the 
f* News-writers y the. Inventory of. the Blay-houfe^ 
f* and the Defcription of the Thermontet^ry which 
*^ I cannot but look upon as the greateft em- 
f J bellilhments of this work */* 

f Preface to the fourth vojume of the Tatlcr?. 
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'* As to the work itfelf, the acceptance It has 
** miet with is the befl proof of its Value : but 
*' I fhould ert againft that candour which an ha- 
*^ neft man fhould always carry about him, if I 
^* did not own, that the riiofi approved pieces 
** in it were writtep by crthers, and thofe, whigU 
^* have been moft excepted againft, by myfelf; 
/* The hand that has affifted me in thofe ndble 
** difcourfes upon the immortality of the foul> 
** the glorious profpefts of another life, and the 
•^ moft fublime ideas of religion and virtue, is a 
** perfon who is too fondly my friend ever to 
** own them : but I Ihould little deferve to be 
** his if I ufurped the glory of them, I muft 
•* acknowledge, at the fame time, that I think 
^* the fincft ftrokes of wit and humour in all 
*^ Mr. Bickerftaff''s Lucubrations are thofe for 
^^ which he is alfo beholden to him *." 

" I hope the apology I have made as to the . 
^^ licence allowable to a feigned character, may 
•* excufe any thing that has been faid in thefe 
^* Difcourfes of the Speftator and his works, 
•^ But the imputation of the groffcft vanity 
** would ftill dwell upon me if I did not give 
** fome account by what means I was enabled to 
*^* keep up the fpirit of fo long and approved a 
** performance. All the papers marked with a 
" C, L, I, or 0, that is to fay, all the papers 
" wbkb I have dijlinguijhed by any letter in the 

* Tatlcr, N*' 271, 

I i 3 ^^ name 
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*' name of the Mufe CLIO*y were given mcby the 
** gentleman of whofe afeftance I formerly boaft-. 
*^ ed in the preface and concluding leaf of ^ The 
•* Tatlcr.* I am indeed much more proud of 
*• his long-coatinued friendlhip than I fliould be 
*/ of the fame of being thought the author of 
'^ any writings which he himfelf is capable of 
'^^ producing. I remember, when 1 finifhed 
*^ * The Tender Hufband/ I told him there was 
•*^ nothing I fo ardently wiflied as that we- 
*^ might, fome time or other, publifli a work, 
*^ written by us both, which fliould bear the 
*** name of *The Monument/ in memory of our 
*' friendlhip. I heartily wifh what I have done 
** here Were as honorary to that facred name as 
** learning, wit, and humanity render thofe pieces 
*^ which I have taught the reader how to diftin- 
'^ guifti for his. When the play abovemen- 
** tioned was laft ad:ed, there were fo many ap- 
" plauded ftrokes in it, which I had from the 
*^ fame hand, that I thought very meanly of 
^' myfelf Hiat I had ever publicly acknowledged 
" them. After I have put other friends upon 
*^ importuning him to publifli dramatic-as well 
'* as other writings he has by him, I fliall end 
*^ what I think I am obliged to fay on this 
** head by giving the reader this hint for the 

^ It feems probable that thefe letters, which in conjunfiioA 
tnake up the name of the Mufe Clia, were originkliy ufed as fig- 
ftfttures by ADD is ON, to denote the places where the papers 
were written, viz. Cbfl/ta, Loftdfift, IJUngtoKp and his Ofice as 
Secretary of State, 

"better 
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f^ better judging of my produdions t That the 
•* beflf coinaicnt upon them would be an ac* 
^* count when th6 patron to * The Tender 
** Hufband* was id England or abroad *.*' 

** My purpofe, in this application, is only to^ 
" (hew the efteem I have for you, and that 1" 
** look upon my intimacy with you as one of 
** the moft valuable enjoyments of my life "fJ* 

lam fure you have read my quotations with 
indignation againft the little zeal which prompt^ 
ed the Editor, who, by the way, has ill himfelf 
done nothing in applaufe of the works which he 
prefaces, to the mean endeavours 6f adding to 
Mr^ Addifon, by difparaging a man who had^ 
for the greateft part of his life, been his knowft 
bofom friend, and fliielded him from all the re- 
fentments which many of his own works would 
have brought upon him at the time in which 
they were written. It is really a good office, to 
fociety, to expofe the indifcretion of intermed- 
dlers in the friendfhip and correfpondence of 
men, whofe fentiments, paffions, and refent- 
ments, are too great for their proportion of 
foul- Could the Editor's indifcretion provoke 
me even fo far as within the rules of ftrifteft 
honour 1 could go, and I were not reftrained by 
fupererogatory affedlion to dear Mr. Addifon, I 
would aik this unfkilful creature what he means, 

* Spcftator, N*^ 555. 

t Dedication before *' The Tender Hufband." Sec p. ^90. 

1 i 4 when 
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when he fpeaiks in the air of a reproath, th^t 
*' The Tatler" was laid down as it was t^ken up, 
without his participation; let him fpeak out 
and fay, why ** without his knowledge" would 
not ferve his purpofe as welU If, as be feys, 
he reftraitts himfelf to Mr. Addifon's charadef 
$A a writer^ while he attempts to leflen me, he 
exalcs me : for he has declared to all the world 
what I never have fa explicitly done, that I am, 
to all intents and purpofes, the author of ^^ The 
Tatler;*' He very juftly lays, the occafional at- 
iiftance Mr. Addifon gave me in the oourfe of 
that Paper " did not a little contribute to ad- 
^ vance its reputation, cfpccially when, upon 
*^ the change of the miniftry, he found leifufe 
** to engage more conftantly in it.*^ It was ad- 
Tanced indeed; for it was raifed to a greater 
thing than I intend^4 it : for the elegance, pa- 
rity, and corre&nefs, which appeared in h\& 
writings, were not fo much my purpofe, as in 
any intelligible manner as I could to railly all 
thofe Angularities of human life, through the 
different profeffions and charaSers in it, which 
obftruQ: any thing that was truly good and great. 
After this acknowledgement you will fee, that 
is, fuch a man as you will fee, that I rejoiced 
in being excelled, and made thofe little talents, 
whatever they are which I have, give way, and 
be fubfervient to the fuperior qualities of a 
friei^d whom I loved, and whofe modefiy would 

never 
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never hate admitted them to come into day- 
light but Under fudh a (helter. So that ill which 
the Editor has ftid, either out of defign or inca- 
pacity, Mf . CongreVe muft determine to end in 
this, that Steele has been fo candid and upright^ 
that he o^ti nothing to Mr. Addifon as a wri- 
ter ; but whether he does or does ndt, whatever 
Steele owes to Mr. Addifon, the publick owes 
Addifon to Steele. But the Editor has fuch a 
fantaftical and ignorant zeal for his patron, that 
he will not allow his correfpondents to conceal 
any thing of his, though in obedience to his 
commands. What I never did declare was Mr; 
Addifon*s, I had his diredt injun<ftions to hide, 
againft the natural warmth arid paffion of my 
own temper towards my friends. Many of the 
ivritings now publifhed as his, I have been very 
patiently traduced and calumniated for, as they 
were pleafantries and oblique ilrokes upon cer- 
tain the wittieft men of the age, who will now 
feftore me to their good- will, in proportion to 
the abatement of wit whidh they thought I em- 
ployed againft them. But I was faying, that 
the Editor will not allow us to obey his patron's 
commands in any thing which he thinks would 
ifedound to his credit if difcovered. And be- 
caufe I would Ihew a little wit in my anger, I 
Ihall have the dilcretion to Ihew you, that he 
h^s been guilty in this particular towards a much 
greater man than your humble fervant, and one 

whom 
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wfeom you are much more obliged to vindicate* 
Mr. Drjrden, in bis Virgil, after haymg ac- 
knowledged, tkat *^ a certain excellent young 
•* man" had fliewcd him many faults in the 
trandation of Virgil, which he had endeavoured 
to corredi, goes on to fay, " two other worthy 
** friends of m.ine, who defire to have their 
** naihes concealed, feeing me llraitened in my 
** time, took pity on me, and gave me the Life 
<* of Virgil, the two Prefaces to the Paftorals anJ 
" the Georgics, and all the Arguments in profe 
«* to. the whole tranflation." If Mr. Addifon is 
one of the two friends, and the Preface to the 
Georgics be what the Editor calls the EfTay upoa 
the Georgics, as one may adventure to fay they 
are, from their being word for word the fame, he 
has call an inhuman refledlion upon Mr. Dryden, 
who, though tied down not to name Mr. Addifon, 
pointed at him, fo as all mankind converfant id 
thefe matters knew him, with an elogium equal 
to the higheft merit, conlidering who it waaf 
that beftotved it. I could not avoid remarking 
upon this circumftance, out of juftice to Mr. 
Dry den, but confefs, at the fame time, I took a 
great pleafurc in doing it, becaufe 1 knew, jn 
expofing this outrage, I made my court to Mr* 
Congreve. , 

I have obferved, that the Editor will not let 
me nor any one elfe obey Mr. Addifon's com- 
mands in hiding any thing he defires fhould be 

concealed. 
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4:oncealed. I cannot but take further notice, 
that the circumftance of naarking his Spectators, 
which I did not know till I had done with the 
work, I made my own aft ; becaufe I thought 
it too great a fenfibility in my friend, and 
thought it, fince it was done, better to be fup- 
pofed marked by me than the author himfelf 5 
the real ftate of which this zealot raflily and in- 
judicioufly expofes. I a{k the reader. Whether 
any thing but an earneftnefs- to difparage me 
xrould provoke the Editor, in behalf of Mr. 
Addifon, to fay that he marked it out of cau- 
tion agalnft me when I had taken upon me to 
fay it was I that did it out of tendemefs to 
him ? 

As the imputation of any the lead attempt of 
arrogating to myfelf, or detrading from Mr. 
Addifon, is without any colour of truth ; you 
will give me leave to go on in the fame ardour 
towards him, and refent the cold, unaffeftionate, 
dry, and barren manner in which this gentlemkn 
gives an account of as great a benefactor as any 
one learned man ever had of another. Would 
any man, who had been produced from a col- 
lege life, and pulhed into one of the moft confi* 
derable employments of the kingdom, as to 
its weight and truft, and greatly lucrative with 
refpeft to a fellowlhip, and who had been daily 
and hourly with one of the greateft men of* the 
age, be fatisfied with himfelf in faying nothing 

of 
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of fuch a perfofa^ befides what all the world 
knew, except a particularity, and that to his 
difadvantage, which I, his friend from a boy, 
don't know to be true, to wit, ** that fie never 
** had a regular pulfe ?** A^ for the fadts and 
confiderable periods of his life, he either knew 
nothing of them, or injudicioufly places therft 
in a worfe light than that in which they really 
flood. When he fpeaks of Mr, Addifon's de- 
clining to go into orders, his way of doing it is, 
to lament that his ferioufnefs and modefty, 
which might have recommended him, *^ proved 
*^ the chief obftacles to it. It feems, thofe qua- 
*' lities by which the priefthood is fo much 
" adorned reprefented the duties of it as too 
** weighty for him, and rendered him ftill more 
** worthy of that honour which they made him 
** decline.'* Thefe, you know very well, were 
not the reafons which made Mr. Addifon turn 
his thoughts to the civil world; and, as you 
were the inftrument of his becoming acquainted 
with my Lord Halifax, I doubt not but you re- 
;nember the warm inftances that noble Lord 
made to the head of the college not to infift 
;ppon Mr. Addifon's going into orders ; his ar- 
guments were founded upon the general pravitjr 
and corruption of men of bufinefs, who wanted . 
liberal education. And I remember, as if I had 
read the letter yefterday, that my Lord ended 
with a compliment, *^ that, however he might 

"be 
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^' be reprefented as no friend to the Church, he 
*5 never would do it ^ny other injury than keep-? 
** jng Mr. Addifon out of it.'' — The contention 
^ for this man, in his early youth, among th^ 
people of greateft power, Mr. Secretary Tickell, 
the; executor for his fame, is pleafed to afcribe 
to a ferious vifage and modefty of behaviour* 
When a writer is grpfsly s^nd effentially faulty, 
it were a jeft to take notice of a falfe e^^preffipn, 
or a phrafe ; otherwifc Priefthood, in that place, 
ijiight be obferved upon as a term not ufed by 
the real well-wifhers to Clergymen, except 
when they would exprefs fome folemn ad:, and 
not when that order is fpoken of as a profcffioo 
at^png gentlemen. I will 90? therefore bufy 
inyfelf aboqt *^ the upcoi^ce^ning parts of knpw- 
'^ ledge, but be contented, like a reader of pl^in 
" fenfe iyithout politei^efs ;'* and, fine? Mr- So- 
cretary will give us no account pf this gppntleb- 
man, ^^ I admit the Alps and Apennines, inftead 
" of his Editor, to be comm^nutpf^ of bb 
*^ worksj which,'" as the Editor faya, **; Iwive 
^' raifed a demand foi: gorrecanipfs." This de- 
mand, by the way, ought to be more ftrong 
upon thofe who. were, moft about iiim, and had 
the greateft advantage of " his example.'* But 
jour Editor fays, " that thofe who (X)me the 
*^ neareft to exa<inefs are but too often fond of 
• *' unnatural beauties, and aim at fomething 
** better than perfcdion.*' Believe me. Sir, 
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Mr. Addifon's example will carry no man fur* 
tter than that height for which Nature capaci-. 
tated him ; and the affeftation of foUowing great 
men in works above the genius of their imita- 
tors will never rife further than the produdion 
of uncommon and unfuitable ornaments in a 
barren difcourfe, like flowers upon an heath, 
fuch as the author's phrafe of " fomething bet- , 
^* ter than perfeftion." But indeed his' preface, 
if ever any thing was, is that *' fomething 
•* better,^ for it is fo extraordinary that we 
cannot <ay it is too long or too fliort, or deny 
but that it is both. I think. I abftraft myfelf 
from all manner of prejudice when I aver, that 
po man, though without any obligation to Mr* 
Addifon, would hare reprefented him in his fa- 
mily, and his friendlhips or his perfonal character, 
fo difadvantageoufly as his fecretary (in prefe* 
tenet of whom he incurred the warmed refentr 
ments of other gentlemen) has been pleafed to 
dcfcribe him in thofe particulars. 

Mr. Dean Addifoa, father of this memorable 
man, left behind him four children, each of 
?vhom, for excellent talents and Angular pcrfec- . 
tions, was as much above the ordinary world 
as their brother Jofeph was above them. Were 
things of this nature to be expofed to public 
.view, I could ibew, under the Dean's own hand* , 

♦ If this letter fl>oij!d by chance exift afnoijg the papers in tlje 
po^effion of Mr. Scurlock, it would be an acceptable conimuni- 
icatien to the curious. 

, ■ w 
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in the warmeft terms, his bleffing on the friend- 
ihip between his fon and tne; nor had he a child 
who- did not prefer me in the firft place of kind- 
pef§ and efteem, as their father loved me like 
pne of rhcm ; and I cap \yith gre^t pleafurc 
^y, I never omitted any opportunity of IheAying 
jhat zeal for their perfons ^nd interefts a^ be^ 
came a gentleman an4 a friend. Were 1 now 
jto indulge rpyfejf, I cquld talk a great deal to 
you, v^hich I am fure would be entertaining ; 
but as I an) fpeaking, at the fame time, tp aft 
the world, I confjdered it would be imperti- 
nent. ' Let me then confine myfelf a while to 
]the following play, which I at firft recom- 
mended to the ftage, apd carried to the prefs. 
No one who reads the preface which I publifli- 
(ed ^ with it will imagine I could be induced to 
fay fo much as I then did, had I not known the 
man I beft loved had had a part in it, or 
had I believed that any other concerned* ha4 
fnuch more to do than as an amanuenfis* 

Bur, indeed, had I not known, at the timc^ 
pf the tranfadion concerning the adting on the 
flagc and falp of the copy, I fliould, I think, 
have feen Mr, Addifoil in every page of it^ 
for h? was abqve all nien in that talent we 
call Humour, and enjoyed it in fuch perfec- 
tion that I have often reflefted, after a night 
•fpent with him, apart from all the world, that 



* Sfc thjs in p» ^58. 
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I had had the pleafurc of converfing with an 
intimate acquaintance of Terence and Catulluf, 
who had all their wit and nature heightened 
with' humour, more exquifite and delightful 
than anjr other man ev^er poflefled. 

They who fhall read this play, after being let 
into the fecret that it was written by Mr: Addi- 
fon, pr under his direBion, will probably be at- 
tentive to thofe excellencies which they before 
overlooked, and wonder they did not till now 
obferve, that there is not an expreffion in the 
whole piece which has not in it the mofl nice 
propriety and aptitude to the chiaradter which 
utters it ; here is that fmiling mirth, that deli- 
cate fatire, and genteel raillery, which appeared 
in Mr. Addifon when he was free among inti- 
mates : I fay, when he was free from bis remari" 
^bk. baihfuln^fs, which is a cJoke that hides and 
muffles merit; and hi$ abilities were covered 
only by modefty, which doubles the bcautiqs 
which are feen, and gives ci;edit aod efieem to 
all that are concealed* 

** The Drummer'* made np great figure on xh^ 
fiage, though exquifitely well adled ; but when 
I obferve this, I fay a much harder thing of the 
ilage than of the comedy. When I fay the 
Hage in this place, I am [to be] underftood to 
pxean iiv general the prefent tafte of theatrical re- 
^pjif^fentatipn, where nothing that is not viplejat, 
and, as I may fay, groflly delightful, can come 
4 ' on 
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'Cn Without hazard of being condfemned, or 
•flighted. It is here re-piiblifhed, atid recotn- 
inended aS a clo'fet piece, to recreate an intelli- 
jgent mind in a vacant hour ; for vacant the 
teader muft be from every ftrong ptepofleffion^ 
in order to relifh an entertainment (quod mqueo 
Ynoriftrare et fentio tantum) which cannot be en- 
joyed to the degree it deferves^ but by thofe of 
the moft polite tafte among fcholars, the beft 
breeding among gentlemen, and the leaft ac- 
quainted with fenfual pleafure among the ladies. 
The Editor is pleafed to relate concerning 
** Cato/' that a play under that defign was pro- 
jefted by the author very early, and wholly laid 
afide; in advanced years he reaflbmed the fame 
defign, and, many years after four ads were 
finifhedi he writ the fifth, and brought it upon • 
the ftage. All the towri knowi how officious I 
Wa$ in bringing it on ; and you, that know the 
town, the theatre, and mankind, very well, can 
judge how neceflTary it was to take meafures for 
making a performance of that fort, excellent as 
it is, run into popular applaufe. I promifed 
before it was adcd, and performed my duty 
accordingly to the author, that I would bring 
. together fo juft an audience on the firft days of 
it, it Ihould be impoflSble fbr^the vulgar to put 
its fuccefs or due applaufe to any hazard ; but I ' 
do not mention this only to Ihew how good an 
aid-de-camp I was to Mr. Addifon, but to Ihew 
Kk alfo 
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alfo that the EdiroT does as mUch to cloud the 
merit of this work as I did to fet it forth* Mr, 
Tickell^s account of its being taken up, laid 
do^Vn, and at laft perfedied, after fueh long in- 

. tervals and paufes, would make any one believe, 
who did not know Mr. Addlfon, that it was ac- 
compliftied with the greatelJb pain and labour, 
and the iflue rather of learning and induftry than 
capacity and genius ; but I do affurc you, that 
never play, which could bring the author any 
reputation for wit and condud:, notwithftanding 
it was fo long before it was fijailhod, employed 
tlie author |b little a time in writing : if I re- 
member right, the fifth a(3: was written in lefs 

' than a weekV time; for this was particular in 
this writer, that when he had taken his rcfolu* 

. ti<ki, or made his plan for what he defigned to 
v^rite, he would walk about tht room, and dic- 
tate it into language with as much freedom and 
cafe as any one coiild write It down, and attend 
£o the coherence and grammar of what he die* 
tated. I have been often- thus employed by 
him, and never took it into my head, though 
he only fpoke it, and I took all the pains of 
throwing it upon paper, that I ought to. call 

^ myfelf the writer of ir. I will put all my credit 
amopg men of vyit fiw the truth of my averment, 
when I prefume to fay, that no one but Mr. 
Addifon was in any . other Way the writer of 
" The Dr\immer ;" at the fame time 1 will aU 
I . low. 
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loy/j that he fent for me, which he could al- 
ways dp, from his natural power over me, a^ 
' much as he could for any of his clerks when he 
was Secretary of State, and told me that a gen- 
tleman then in the room had written a play that 
he was fure I would like, but it was to be a fe-p 
cret, and he knew I would take as much pains, 
fince he recommended it, as I would for him. 
I hope nobody will be wronged, or think him- 
felf aggrieved, that I give this rejected work 
where! do; and if a certain gentleman is in- 
jured by it, I will allow I have wronged him, 
upon this iffue,' that (if the reputcrt • tranilator 
of the firft book of Homer fliall pleafe to give 
us another book) there Ihall appear another good 
judge in poetry, befides Mr, Alexander Pope, 
who ihall like it. But I detain you too long 
upon things that are too perfonal to myfelf, and 
will defer giving the world a true notion of the 
character and talents of Mr. Addifon^ till I can 
fpeak of that amiablq gentleman on an occafion- 
void of controverfy t I fhall then perhaps ^f fay 

♦ It 5s plain by this paffagc that Steele knew the r^^/tranf- . 
lator. Mr. Gay, in a letter to Pope, July 8, 1715, fays, " Sir 
<* Samuel Garth bid me tell you, that every body is pleafed with 
'^ your tranflation hut a few at Button'^ ; afkd that Sir Richard 
** Steele told him, that Mr, Addtfon faid, Tickeli's tranflatioa 
♦* was the beft that ever was in any language/* 

+ It may bejpiferred from this, that Steele intended to ghrc 
the publick fome memoirs of his excellent-friend ; and perhaps 
the materials for it may ftill exift among the {i^apers that were 
coUe£le4 towards the Life of the Duke of Marlbqcpugh. 
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many things of him, which will be new even to 
you, with regard to him in all parts of his cha- 
rafter : for which I was fo zealous, that I could 
hot be contented with praifing and adorning him 
as much as lay in my power, but was ever foli- 
citing and putting my friends upon the fame of- 
fice. And fince the Editor has adorned his 
heavy difcourfe with profe in rhimp at the end 
of it, upon Mr. Addifon's death, give me leave 
to atone for this long and tedious epiftle, by 
jgiving you after it, what I dare fay you will 
efteem, an excellent poem on his marriage*. I 
* muft 

* This ifras tiie following poem by Mr. Wetfied, *' addrefied 
** lo the Countcff of Warwick on her Marriage, Aug. 2, 17 16 :** 

** Ambition long has Woman's heart betray'd. 
And tinfel grandeur caught th* unwai^y Maid ; 
The ponipouB fiyles, thar ftrike th' Adjhiriiig throng, 
Have glittered in the eye of beauty long ; 
You, Madam, firft the female tafte improve. 
And give your fellow-charmers laws for lovej 
A pomp you covet, not to Heralds kQown, 
A«d fi^h for virtues e(^ual to your own j 
Part in a man immortal greatly claim, 
And frown on titles, to aUy'with fame ; 
Not Edward's liar, embofs'd with iilver rays. 
Can vie in glory with thy Confort's bays.; 
His country's pfide does homage to thy charms. 
And every merit crowds into thy arms. 

While others gain light conquers by their eyes, 
^ *Tis thi»« with wifdom to fubdue the Wife : 
To their foft chains while courtly beaux fubmit, 
'Tis thine to lead in triuidph captive Wit : 
Her ^gbing vaflafs let Clarinda boaft^ 
Of lace and ianguifhing cockades the toaft ; 

la 
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mufi <:onclude without fatisfying as Arong a de- 
fire as ever man tad of faying fomething re- 
markably handfome to the perfon to whom I am 
writing ; for you are fo good a judge, that yovi 
will find out the endeayourer to be witty : and ^ 
therefore, as I have tired you and myfelf, I will 
be contented with affuring you, which I do very 
honeftly, 1 had rather have you fatisfied with mc 
on this fubjedt than any other man living. 

You will pleafe to pardon me, that 1 have, 
thus, laid this nice affair btfore a perfon who 
has the acknowledged fuperiority to all others, 
not only in the moft excellent talents, but p(3rf- 
feffing them with an equanimity, candour, and 
• benevolence, which render thofe advantages a 
pleafure as great to the reft of the world, as they 
can be to the owner of them. And fince fame 
confifts in the opinion of wife and good men, 
you muft not blame me for taking the readieft 
-way to baffle an attempt upon my reputation, 

In Beauty's pride unenvy'd let her reign. 
And (hare that wanton empire with the vain. 
For Tbce the Arts of Greece and Rome corabiae j 
And all the glories Cato gained are thine : 
Still Warwick, in thy boafted rank of life, 
But more illuftrious than when Warwick's wife^ 
Come forth, reveal thyfclf, thou chofen Brid0, 
And Ihew great Naflau's Poet by thy fjde-j 
Thy bright example fhall inflruft the fair, 
And future nymphs ^atl make-renowa their care ; ' 
Embroidery lefs Ihall charm the Virgin's eye, 
And kind Coquets for plumes lefs frequent die ; 
Secure fliall Beauty reign, the Mufe itr guard ; 
yhe Mufe f}ia)l triumph. Beauty its reward." 

Kks by • 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC , 



502 STEELE'S LETTERS 

by an addrefs to one whom every wife and good 
man looks upon with the greateft affection and 
veneration, I am, Sir, your moft obljged, moft 
obedient, and moft humble fervanr, 

Richard St££Le« 



LETTER CCCCLVL 

To the King *. 

. May it pleafe your Majefty, [ly^s&^J 

AFTER having afpired to the higheft and 
mqft laudable ambition, that of following 
the caufe of Liberty, I ihould not have humbly 
petitioned your Majefty for a diredion of the 
theatre, had I not believed fuccefs in that pro- 
vince an happinefs much to be wiflied by an 
honeft man, and highly conducing to the prof* 
perity. of the commonwealth. It is in this view 
I lay before your Majefty a Comedy, which the 
audience, in juftice to themfelves, Bras fupported 
and encouraged, and is the prelude of what, by 
your Majefty's influence and favpur, may be at- 
tempted in future reprefentations* 

The imperial mantle, the royal veftment, and 
the Ihining diadem, are what ftrike ordinary 
minds; but your Majefty's native goodnefs^ 
your paifion for Juftce, and her conftant af- 
feflbr, Mercy, is what continually furrounds 

♦ Prefixed to <• The Gonfciotts LoTcrs." 

you. 
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you, in the view of intelligent fpirits, and gives 
hope to the fiippliant, who fees be has more 
than fucceeded in giving your Majefty an op- 
portunity of doing good. Our King is above 
the greatnefs of royalty ; and every z&, of his 
will, which makes another man happy, has ten 
times more charms in it than one that makes 
himfelf appear raifed above the condition of 
others { but even this carries unhappincfs with 
it; for calm dominion, ^cjual grandfcur, and 
familiar greatnefs, do not eaiily aife^ the ima- 
gination of the vulgar, who cannot fee power 
but in terror; and as fear moves mean fpirits, 
and love prompts great ones to obey, the infi- 
nuations of malcontents are diredted accord- 
ingly; and the unhappy people are infnared, 
from want of refledion, into difrefpedful ideas of 
their gracious and amiable Sovereign ; and then 
only begin to apprehend the greatnefs of their 
Mailer when they have incurred his difpleafure. 
As your Majefty was invited to the throne of 
a willing people, for their own fakes, and has - 
ever enjoyed it with contempt of the oftentation 
©f it, we befeech y©u to protcd: us, who revere 
your title as we love your perfon. It is to be 
lavage to be a rebel ; and they who have fallen 
from you have not fa much forfeited their alle- 
giance as loft their humanity. And therefore, 
if it were only to prcferve myfelf from the im- 
putation of being amongft the infeniible and 
K k 4 abandoned. 
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public manner poffibJe, to profefs myf^lf, with 
the utmoft fincerity and igeal, Sire, yqvir l^^r 
jeily's moft 4^VQttd fubjeiia: and fervan^, 



CCCCLVII. 
P^BFAQE to *« The Confcious Lovecs." 

THIS Comedy has been received with uni- 
verfal accept^nc^, for it was \n ^very p^rt 
CTcellently performed; apd there nfeeds no other 
^pplaufe of the afljors, but th^^t they excelled 
according to the digpity and difficulty of the 
qharafter they reprefenfed. But this great fa^ 
your done to the work in ^ing renders the ex- 
pedation ftill the greater from the author, tp 
keep up the fpirit in the reprefentation of th? 
clofet, or any other circumftance of the reader, 
whether alone or in company: tQ which I can 
only fay, that it muft be remembered, a play k 
to be feen, and is made to be reprefented wit|j 
the «i vantage of aftion, iilir can appear but 
with half the fpirit without it ; for the gre^t^ft 
cffeft of a play in readkxg is, to excite the reader 
to go fee it ; and when hi^ dqi^s fo, it is then a 
play has the effe<9: of example and precept. 

The chief defign of this was, to be an iiuio? 
4:ent performance, and the audience ^avc abLund- 

^ntly 
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;fntly fliewecT how ready they are to fupport 
what i^ vifibly intended that way ; nor do I 
.roal^e ^ny difficulty ^a acknowledge, that the 
whpl^ was writ for the fake of the fcene of the 
fourth aft, wherein Mr. B^vill evades the quar- 
.rel with his friend ; and hope it may have fonie 
effea: with the Goths and Vandals that frequent 
the theatres, or a morp polite audience may fup* 
.ply their ahfence. 

This incident, and the cafe of the fathej 
.and daughter, are eftcetned by fome people no 
fubjedts o( comedy ; but I cannot be of their 
mind j for any thing that has its foundation iji 
Jiiappinefs and fuccefs miuft be allowed tp bp the 
objed: of comedy ; and fure it muft be an im- 
provement of it, to introduce a joy too exquifite 
for laughter, that can have no fpring but iq de- 
light, which js the cafe of this young lady. I 
muft therefore contend, that the tears which 
were fhed on that occafion flowed from rcafon 
and good fenfe, and that men ought not to be 
laughed at for weeping, till we are come to a 
more clear notion of what is to be imputed to 
the hardnefs of the head and the foffnefs of the 
•heart ; and I think it was very politely faid of 
Mr. Wilks, to one who told him there was a 
General weeping* for Indiana, ^' Til ^ya^rant 
'^ he '11 fight ne'er the worfe for that." To be 
.apl to give way to the impreflions of humanity, 
4«, th^ excelleiige pf a righf difppficion, and the 

natural 
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natural working of a well-turned fpirit. But as 
I have fuiFered by critics who are got no farther 
than to enquire whether they ought to be pleaf- 
cd or not, I would willingly find them properer 
matter for their employment, and revive here 
a fong, which was omitted for want of a per- 
former, and defigned for the entertainment of 
Indiana. Signor Carbonelli, inftead of it, play- 
ed on the fiddle ; and it is for want of a finger 
that fuch advantageous things are faid of an in- 
ftrument which were defigned for a voice. The 
fong is the difirefs of a love-ficjc maid, s^nd 
may be a fit entertainment for fome fmall criticks, 
to examine whethpr the paffion is juft, or the 
^difirefs male or female. 

From place to place forlorn I go, 

With downcaft eyes a filent fhadc ; ' 

Forbidden to declare my woe ; • 
To fpcak, till fpoken to, afraid. 

My inward pangs, my fecret grief. 

My foft confenting looks betray ; 
He Iqycs, but gives me no relief; 

Why fpeaks not he who may ? 

It remains to fay a word coneerning Terence ; 
and I am extremely furprifed to find what Mr. 
Cibber told me prove a truth : That what I 
valued myfelf fo much upon, the tranflation of 
him, ihould be imputed to me as a reproach. 
Mt. Gibber's zeal for the work, his care and 

application 
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application in inftruditig the adors, and alter- 
ing the difpofition of the fcenes, when I was, 
through ficknefs, unable to cultivate fuch 
things myfelf, has been a very obliging favour 
and friendfliip to me. For this reafon, I was 
very hardly perfuaded to throw away Terence's 
celebrated funeral, and take only the bare au- 
thority of the young man^s charader ; and how 
I have worked it into an Engliihman, and made 
ufe of the fame circumflances of difcovering a 
daughter when we lead hoped for one, is hum- 
})ly fubmitted to the learned reader. 



GCCCLVIII. 

An essay. 
Sacred to the Meqiory of Sir Richard Steele*. 

NATURE hath made it the condition of 
exiftence to live but for a time under any 
one nK)de ; and when that period is expired, 
every thing changes, and gives way to a new 
fucceffion. The fineft movements of her work- 
pianlhip muft fall to pieces, when the hours af- 
(igned them are fulfilled ; and the greatcft maf- 
ter-piece of creation muft be no more, when it 
has performed the ufes for which alone it was 
created. Thus the brave and bafe, the learned 
^nd illiterate, the wife and foolifh, are defimed 
to an equal fate ; and the mod intelligent mind^ 

♦ Originally pfinted, immediately after his .death, in ** The* 
** Britiih Journal^ or the Cenfor, Sejpt* 13, 1729*" 

however 
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however diiierent in lif^e^ is the fa^e in deat{^ 
with the mod vacant foul, or vegetative being* 

But memory ftiJl preferves the fair idea of ex- 
alted worth, and faithful hiftory conveys it down 
to very late pofterity. ^t is then a grateful genc- 
roU5f labour to confecrate the great man's fame, to 
raife him monuments of praife and glory ; and, 
whilft the marble poorly lhe\vs he only lived 
^d died, the nobler and n»fe lafting work Ihall 
ivitnefs wherein mankind were better from his 
j&ions, or may be happier by his good example. 

And now we cpme to pay the debt of ju^ice ; 
for we come to honour the manes of heroic 
worth : whilft weeping friepds or forrowful re- 
lations bewail the lot of nature, and blame a 
very equitable fate ; let us return a much more 
grateful tribute than tears, and exprefs the ac- 
knowledgements his virtues deferved, whilft 
they beftow the fighs he does not want, 

Sir Richard Steele lies dead before us, and 
the great Britifli Censor is no more ! He is now 
gone to reft, whofe aftive genius laboured fo 
Jong for our welfare. Let our liberty and our 
happinefs praife him. Thefe we derived in an 
(eminent degree from his illuftrious endeavours; 
and his name is worthy of a lafting remembrance 
by all who love their country. But why do I 
fay their country, fince he, who lived a univcr- 
fal good, deferves the thanks of all mankind ; 
^nd he who ftruggles for the liberties of men 

4oe5 
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does a benefit to the whole fpecies. Nothing 
can be a more common good, or a more difFu- 
five blefling, than freedom, which is the great 
foundation -ftone of happinefs. It is, therefore, 
that we pay dillinguiihed honours to our late 
departed friend, and pronounce Sir Richard 
Steele a benefaftox to the human fpecies. 

This excellent man was born to a fortune 
rnuch -inferior to his merits : his early life was 
formed in camps, and feafoned to the toils of 

' war ; yet, greatly brave, and of unqueftioned 
honoi^r, his was a lettered genius, nor fond of 
military glory. He Ihdlic diftinguifhed, evert 
whilftr in humble privacy ; obfcured not mor^ 
by his low rank in life than by his native mo* 
defty. Here he was feleded by the brave Lord 
Cutts *, whofe difcernment knew the noble ge^ 
nius even in the private foldier. That gallant 
mat) was his generous, difinterefted. patron j 
railed him to a better fate, and placed him iti 
the light that he deferved. And this alone was 

. a glorious virtue ; all the fervices Sir Richard 
Steele did afterwards render to his country, aH 
the honour and reputation he acquired by his 
aflions or v^ritings; all thefe wett owing to 
Lord Cutts, who, when he raifed a deferving 
man, did the wo|ld a benefit. Fair example, 
to men of power, whofe influence on the hap- 
pinefs of mankind is very great and important, 

» 
* See. above, p. 279. 

if 

Digitized by L7OOQ IC 



510 STEELE'S LETTERS 

if only confidcred in thofe whom they draw up 
after them. Here they have ample opportuni- 
ties to blefs the future generations, fince, by 
judicioufly difcerning and promoting merit, 
however humble or obfcure, they leave the moft 
valuable legacies- to the people and times which 

^ Tucceed them. \ 

Such a legacy was Sir Richard Steele, who 
wanted nothing more to make him ufeful than 
to be known. He had great vivacity and ready 
•ddrefs; was diffident <)f his own judgement, and 
yielding to other men : he had fi^ie wit and true 
humour; a wit which was candid and good- 
natured : he was always willing to do good of- 
fices, and far from being, envious of merit in 
other men. Hence he waa loVed and honoured 
by all men. None was more happy or extenfivc 
in his acquaintance : none was a more agreeable 
companion, or ufeful friend. This was his pri- 
vate life, and this might well recomnieEtd him 
to public efteem. 

To him we owe that invaluable \^ork which he 
cohimenced in " The Tatler,'* and, affifted by 

" the immortal labonrs of his ingenious friend Mr^ 
Addifon, carried into numerous vx^Iymes*. Here 

he 

* The very comniendaWe afid fpirited writer <rf this ientimcntal 
eiTay, evidently includes, under the general name of Tatler, ^Ji 
the valuable periodical papers AThich Steele began under tht» 
£rft title, an4 continued to pviblllh for the entertainment and in- 
ftru£lion of bis countrymen , daily, or occaik>naUy, for maaj 
years, under the diver fified tiiiei of •* The Spe6^»tor," ." The 

«• Guardiaoy 
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be began a work which at once refined our lan- 
guage and improved our morals. None ever 
attempted with more fuccefs to form the mind 
to virtue, or polifli the manners of common life; 
nodb ever touched the paflions in that pleafing, 
prevailing method, or fo well inculcated the 
moft ufeful and inftrudtive leflbns. 1 fay, none 
did ever thus happily perform fo important a 
work as thefe illuftrious colleagues, who, by 
adapting themfelves to the pleafures, promoted 
the beft virtues of human nature; inikiuated 
themfelves by all the arts of fine perfuafion; 
employed the moft delicate wit and humour in 
the caufe of truth and good fenfe ; nor gave of-« 
fence to the moft rigid devotees, or looleft de- 
bauchees, but foon grew popular, though advo- 
cates of virtue. 



" Guardian," « The Eaglifhinaii/* " Hie Lover," " The 
•* Spinftcr," " Tlie Reader," •* The Town-talk," « The Tea- 
«< table,'* " The Plebeian," &c. They make in all very many 
volumes i but as " The Spinfter," ** The Tea-table," «« The 
«« Town^talk," and « The Plebeian," were never re-publiihed, 
the Editor of this work would be glad to be furniflied with com- 
plete fets of all, or of ^ny of them, in their original folio or odlavo 
form. They are wanted, not only for the purpofe of re-publiih* 
ing them in volun>es with notes and illudrations, but aifo for the 
fake of a work in preparation, which, if it can be brought to an- 
iwer in any tolerable manner the idea of its projector, may be 
intituled, *< A Critical Review of the Life and Writings of Sir 
*' Richard Steele." — N. B. The Editor has got a very per- 
fcft fet of " The Theatre," which likewife can only be procured 
I at prefent (and that not without difficulty) in its half- iheet date ; 
aod which therefore he will fpeedily re-print. 

This 
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This was laying the axe to the foot of vied 
and immorality. All the pulpit difcourfes of d 
year fcarce produced half the good as flowed 
from the Spectator of a day*. They who were 
tited and lulled to fleep by a long dnd laboured 
harangue, or terrified at the appearance of large 
and weighty volumes, could chearfully attend 
to a fingle half-fheet, where they found the 
images of Virtue fo lively and amiable, where 
Vice was fo agreeably ridiculed that it grew 
painful to no tnan to part with his beloVed fol- 
lies ; nor was he eafy till he bad pradtifed thofe 
qualities which charmed fo much in fpecula- 
tion. Th«« good nature and good fenfe became 
habitual t6 their readers. Every morning they 
were inftrud:ed in fome new principle of duty, 
which was endeared to them by the beauties of 
defcription, and thereby imprefTed on their 
minds in the moft indelible charafters. 

Such a work as this, in a Roman age, would 
have been more glorious than a public triumph 5 
ftatues would have been r^ifed, and medals have 
been* ftruck, in honour of the authors. Anti- 
quity had fo high a fenfe of gratitude fot the 
commonicatfon of knowledge, that they wor- 
fliiped their lawgivers, and oeified the fathers of 

* For inftrtfftioil in cofhriidtt life, " nothing U fo proper as 
*' frequent publication of ihort papers, which we read not as a 
•* ftudy but amufennent. If the fubjeft be flight, the trcatifc 
«• iikewife is ihort. The bufy may find time, and the idle may 
" find patience." Dr, JofiNSON. 

fcience. 
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foience. How then mufl they have acknaw« 
ledged fcrvices like tbefe, where every man 
grew wifer and better by the fine inftrudion ! * 
•: Yet we muft not leave Sir Richard Steele on 
this point, nor reft his merits on the glory of a 
plan which was fo well performed by him and ' 
his immortaLfriend ; which was never interlarded 
with fcandal or fa&ion, arid which was a fatire 
on vices, not men *. No, we muft conduft him ' 

to 

* Mr. Newcomby in a fatire publilhcd in 17 12, under the title 
of ** Bibliothpca; a Poem, occafioned by the fight of a Modem 
"Library," after defcribing the progrefs of Oblivion in a 
manner to which the Godd£S$ of the Dunciad bears a 
more than accidental ^efemblance, thus animatedly defcribes our 
Author s 

" Siill to proceed the Goddefs try*d. 

Till Steele's immortal works efpy'd j 

Trembling her dreaded foe to view, 

She funk, apd (ilently withdrew. 

While Sarum's labours, round her ipread, 

Suftain and prop her drowfy head. 

Hail, mighty name ! of all thy pen ^ 

Has dropt^ to charm both gods and roeuy 

Time nor oblivion ne'er ihall boaft 

One line or (ingle period loH ! 

Improving youth, and hoary age. 

Are better'd by thy matchlefs page ; 

And, what no mortal could devife. 

Women, by reading thee, grow wife ; 

Divines had taught, and huibands rav'd. 

Now thrcat'ned, then as poorly crav'd. 

But, fpite of all, the llubborn dame 

Remain'd our curfe, and dill the fame j 

Modilb and flippant as before, 

The fmoothing paint and patch are wore; 

Two hours each morning fpcnt to drefs, 

And not one ounce of tea the lefs : 

L |1 While 
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to h^er fcenes than thefe— ^condofi him tcr 
his feat in parliament, and defcribe hts beha- 
vibytT' in the councils of his country* 

He lived in the criiis of bonefty, when^ as Sir 
William Temple wdl expreffcd it, a brave mxa 
hiad a hard part to adt, and it was dHhonourabic^ 
at G>urt to have truth and integrity. He lived 
\;ihen party rage and prieilly pride ranhigh : whicn 
the church was. b danger, and the rabble were 

orthodox : 

While the provoking id cot vows 
Her lover fairer much than fpoufe. 
Great Socrates but vainly try'd. 
To footh the paflions of his bride i 
Herfeniale empire ftill Ihe holds, 
And as he preaches peace, ihe fcolds : 
In vain he talks, in vain he writes ; 
One kifling, white the other bites , 
Precepts with her, and moral rules. 
Are only ginns to hamper fools ; 
And, preach and di£late what he will. 
Madam perfifts Xantippe Hill. 
But wedlock by thy art is got 
To be ft foft and eafy knot j 
Which fmiling fpoufe and kinder bride 
Kow feldom wiih ibould be unty'd ; 
Think parting now the greateft fin, 
And fliivd more clofe to draw the gtnn< 
Taught by thofe rules thy pen inftills, 
* Nobly to conquer human ills ; 

The female fuffcrcr now fuftains 
Each mournful lofs with Icfien'd pains ; 
A week is now enough to pine. 
When puking lap-dog cannot dine ; 
While griet as real fwel Is her eyes 
When fpoufe, as when her parrot, dies. 
The fop no longer ft\a!l believe 
Scufe ty'd to every modiih ilccvc. 
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orthodox : when religious mobbings an 
incendiaries laboured to overthrow the 
tion^ and prevailed a^ainfl: an Admu 
great in their abilities and uncommor 
a Miniftry the boaft of our natiop, th< 
their own times, ^nd the veneration 
Nor did the fadibn flop at this; t 
Clocked the fucceffion itfelf i and that 
Family, now on our throne, had a doul 
fpedt whilft we were fo divided a peop 

l^or, confcious'of his wants, prcfame 
To meaCu re merit by perfume ; 
That courage in Fulvilio dwells. 
The boldeft he, who ftrongeft fmcils ; 
To prove his fenfey no longer bring 
The doughty proofs of box and ring; 
Strongly profetHng ne'er to luiow 
An afs conceaPd beneath a beau $ 
Each taught by thee, fkall hence donlefs 
Virtue has no regard for drefs ; 
That the bright nymph as often dwelb 
In homely ba^^s as rural cells; 
And in a ruff as fairly flxin'd, 
As now to fn<Klern peak confin'd i 
Bluihing, thus half expos'd to vkw. 
Both herfclf and miftrefs too, . 

The widpw, pining for her dear. 
Shall curfe no more the tedious year; 
In fighs confumc each penfive day. 
Nor think it long from June to* May»^ 
See how the penfivt relift lies, 
OpprcfsM with fpoufe's fate, and die«9 
That Betty with her drops in vain 
Recalls her flyingibul again ; 
Ko colour now fd fair appeax^^ 
As is the fable yeft ihe wears^ 
To be her only^rment YO\^ « 
Till death exchange it for ^ ^^Q\xi\ 
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' ' And here the worthy perfon, to whom we pay 
doferved honours, rofe with noble courage in 
that dangerous conjuncture : he thought inadi- 
vity infamous whilft all was at ftake ; and his 
private intereft was below his regard, when his 
country's happinefs became precarious : he did 
not, like little temporizing patriots, ftay till his 
place was taken from him," he bravely refigned 
it before he commenced his oppofition ; and his 
Letter to the then Lord Treafurer, fince pub* 
liflied to the world *, may ihew how much he 
difdained any intereft which might biafs his 
judgement, or pervert his duty to the publick. 

And her cold aihes kindly place 
Once more within her lord's embrace. 

The ladies, pleased with thee to dw^ll, 
Afpire to write corre^, and ipell : 
We fcarce behold, though writ in hafte. 
Five letters in a fcore mifplac'd } 
Maribal'd in rank they all appear, 
. With no front vowels in the rear. 
Nor any, out of ihame or dread. 
Skulking behind, that ihould have led ; 
In every line they now demur, 
*Tis now no longer Vurtbet Surr 9 
Witb half our ufual fweat and pai»» 
We both unravel and explain. 
Nor call-In foreign aid to find. 
In myllic terms, the fair-one's mind. 

Maintain, great Sage, thy deathlels name. 
Thou canft no wid^r (Iretch thy fame, 
. Tilly gliding from her native ikies,* 
Virtue once more delighted flies { 
By each adoring Patriot own'd. 
And boafts herfelf hy thee enthroned V^ 
f See it in p. 371. 

In 
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In this proceeding he adcd worthy of himfelf ; 
he fpoke in parliament, and appeared from the. 
prefs, with a warm and generous freedom : he 
differed from thofc in authority, without libelling 
their perfons ; no fcandalous parallels, no un* 
gentlemanlike inve&ives, or womanilh railings, 
are to be found in his writings i he fpoke to 
fads, and things of public concern ; nor in- 
vented, nor revived any little ftories to blacken 
the reputation, of others : in Ihort, he was at war 
with no mrfn's fortunes or places ; and he greatly 
defpifed all lucrative confiderations. 

Add this to his character, he had an enthuii'- 
afm of honour, infomuch, that he was always 
moft ready to appear for the truth when it was 
mod difficult and dangerous : he thought him- 
felf obliged to Hand in the breach when ho man 
elfe would ; and his intrepidity was a public ad- 
vantage. 

Witnefs his memorable Addrefs to the Clergy 
in defence of the Revolution * ; I mean his 
*^ Crifis," for which he was immortalized by the 
refentment of his enemies, and by the noble 
ftiand he made againft them in his brave defence; 
For this he was expelk d the Houfe of Com- 
mons, whilft be triumphed in the judgement of 
hii country; and raifed fuch a fpirit in the 
people by his writings, as greatly contributed to 

* Sec p. 390. 

fave 
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faye our declining liberties^ .and eiiUbliih (he 
precarious fucce03,on. 

Such was hjs condudl, fbchhis cKaraa;er^ 
which was invariably honeli^be jQattcred not his 
friends in their power, nor inCulted his eneniies 
in their diftrefe : he oppofed any nieafures which 
he cpHld not approve, and ex^ftly a/Jhered to 
th*t excellent fentence, fari.qwz fentiat. 

This, indeed, was his principle ; and if ever 
^an always afted inviolably by his. opinion, or 
dar^d to pr^ferve his integrity upon all ocoa- 
fions. Sir Richard Steele was the perfon. 

And,here we leave our common friend, here we 
drop the fecred pall on his laft remains,. It is not 
PUT bufinefs to fliew his foibles, or laxpofe the 
Wemiflies of fin eixcellent man to whom we.pwe fo 
mnch ; thofe who loved him lefe will be fond. of 
xhis ;, but we have pronounced his ejogium, and 
honoured* his virtues. Let his warm heart for li- 
berty and virtue, bis great benevolence, thatne- 
:ver faw diftrefs without compaffion, or fpared to 
lend his hand when he could give affiftahce — Let 
thefc engage our attention, and become our great 
example. Vice and Folly are always to be la- 
mented ; we heartily wifh them out of the worldj 
and can have no delight to lay them to the 
.charge of our departed friends, wbofe adbns 
Should only furvive them whilft'they m^y iimu- 
ence pofterity in the purfuits of Virtue. 

T H E E N D. 
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